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Giants of Halachah #1: After the Gemara g i
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At the end of the period of the gemara

1. Josephus, Wars of the Jews (Whiston edition) Il 16:4

[Tlhe danger concerns not those Jews that dwell here only, but those of them which dwell in other cities also; for there
is no people upon the habitable earth which have not some portion of you among them, whom your enemies will slay,
in case you go to war, and on that account also; and so every city which hath Jews in it will be filled with slaughter for
the sake of a few men, and they who slay them will be pardoned...

2. The 7t century Mediterranean
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3. Talmud, Bava Metzia 86a
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Rebbe and Rabbi Natan conclude the Mishnah, Rav Ashi and Raveina conclude Hora’ah.

4. Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, Kuntrus Divrei Sofrim 2
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The gathering of all or most of the sages of Israel, anywhere, is automatically the rabbinical court of all Israel. Regarding
them the Torah says, "[Go] to the judge who will be there at that time"... The sealing of the mishnah was also with a
gathering of all or most of the sages of Israel, such that they had the power of the great rabbinical court. They prohibited
everyone from disputing with them, unless those who disputed would also have the strength of the great rabbinical court.
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5. Rav Sherira Gaon (10t century Iraq), Iggeret Rav Sherira Gaon 79 and 107, *87120 1329
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79: And affer that, even though this certainly was not hora‘ah, there were Savorai who explained explanations and
were close to hora’‘ah. They were called Rabbanan Savorai. And they explained anything that was uncertain, like Rav
Rechumi and Rabbah and Rav Yosef and Rav Achai from Bei Chatim, mentioned in Gittin 7a, and Bei Chatim was a
city near Neherdaa. And Rav Rabbai from Rov, seen in Sanhedrin 43a... And Rov, the city of Rav Rabbai, was around
the yeshivot in Neherdaa. And the Sages said that Rav Rabbai was a Gaon, and he lived a long time.
And some ideas were established in the gemara from the later Rabbis, like Rav Eina and Rav Simona. And we have
received from the early ones that the gemara in the first chapter of Kiddushin regarding the three methods [of kiddushin],
from the beginning until 3b, all of those questions and answers addressed in the gemara, the Rabbanan Savorai
addressed them and established them...
107: And most of the Rabbanan Savorai died in a short time, for so the Gaonim explained in their books of recollections
and chronicles:
e Inthe year 815 (504 CE) Ravna Sama son of Ravna died, in Sivan. They say he was the Judge of the Gate.
e On Sunday, the fourth of Adar 816 (505) Rav Achai bar Rav Huna died.
e In Nisan of this year Rav Rechumi died; some change it to Rav Rechumai.
e InKislev 817 (506) Rav Shemuel bar Yehudah of Pumbedita died.
e In Adar Raveina bar Amutzia died.
e In 819 (508) Rav Huna the Exilarch died.
e In 822 (511), on Yom Kippur, there was rage, and Rav Achai son of Rabbah bar Avuha died.
e In 826 (515), Rav Tachna and Mar Zutra, sons of Rav Chinina, died
Rabbah Yosef remained Gaon in our yeshiva for forty years. After that, Rav Eina was Gaon in Sura and Rav Simona
was Gaon in Pumbedita. And then Rav Rabbai from Rov; he was from our yeshiva, and they say he was Gaon.

Parshah Questions: Ki Tetze
e Devarim 21:1820  What is the reward for learning about the ben sorer umoreh?
e Devarim 22:8 Isn't a ma‘akeh a violation of trust in Hashem?
o Devarim 22:10 Why is it wrong to yoke an ox and a donkey together?




