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*The first orphan baby girl of the Iron Swords War* The widow of Roi Moshe HY”D, who was 
killed on Simchas Torah when he went out to save his brothers and sisters, gave birth tonight, 
Rosh Chodesh Shevat, to a healthy baby girl who she named Gili. This was the name her father 
z’l chose for her before he was killed r’l. The emotional widow told me about the incredibly 
difficult experience of having to have a baby without her husband. "It was hard mentally and 
physically... I heard my husband talking to me and I cried out to Hashem to please bring 
Mashiach already so I can see my husband once again!” We just began the month of Shevat. 
The letters of Shevat are Shin, Beis, Tes. שבט. Perhaps we can say that it stands for: ש'נשמע 
 May we hear good news Baruch Hashem the month has begun with a big ב'שורות ט'ובות
simcha. Mazel tov! Thanks to you we are helping her with all of her needs. A nurse, a new 
stroller, babysitters, a place to relax and recover once she leaves the hospital and any other 
needs that may arise. I am sending you a picture of the new baby girl and a video of my recent 
visit to this widow. Love Shai 

Mishneh Torah Hilchos Teshuva 5:1-3

 רְשׁוּת לכְָל אָדָם נתְוּנהָ. אםִ רָצהָ להְַטּוֹת עצַמְוֹ לְדֶרְֶ טוֹבהָ וְלהְִיוֹת צַדִּיק הרְָשׁוּת בְּיָדוֹ. וְאםִ רָצהָ להְַטּוֹת
 עצַמְוֹ לְדֶרְֶ רָעהָ וְלהְִיוֹת רָשׁעָ הרְָשׁוּת בְּיָדוֹ. הוּא שׁכֶּתָוּב בּתַּוֹרָה (בראשית ג כב) "הןֵ הָאָדָם הָיהָ כְּאחַַד
 ממִֶּנּוּ לָדַעתַ טוֹב ורָָע". כְּלוֹמרַ הןֵ מִין זהֶ שֶׁל אָדָם הָיהָ יחִָיד בּעָוֹלםָ וְאֵין מִין שֵׁנִי דּוֹמהֶ לוֹ בְּזהֶ העִָנְיןָ

 שֶׁיּהְֵא הוּא מעֵצַמְוֹ בְּדַעתְּוֹ וּבמְחֲַשַׁבתְּוֹ יוֹדֵעַ הַטּוֹב והְרַָע ועְוֹשׂהֶ כָּל מהַ שּׁהֶוּא חָפץֵ וְאֵין מִי שֶׁיּעְכֵַּב בְּיָדוֹ
מִלּעֲַשׂוֹת הַטּוֹב אוֹ הרַָע. וכְֵיוןָ שׁכֶּןֵ הוּא פּןֶ יִשְׁלחַ יָדוֹ

 אַל יעֲַברֹ בּמְחֲַשַׁבתְְָּ דָּברָ זהֶ שֶׁאוֹמרְִים טִפְּשֵׁי אמֻּוֹת העָוֹלםָ ורְֹב גָּלמְֵי בְּנֵי יִשׂרְָאֵל שׁהֶַקָּדוֹשׁ בּרָוְּ הוּא גּוֹזרֵ
 עַל הָאָדָם מתִּחְִלּתַ בּרְִיּתָוֹ להְִיוֹת צַדִּיק אוֹ רָשׁעָ. אֵין הַדָּברָ כּןֵ אֶלָּא כּלָ אדָָם רָאוּי לוֹ לִהְיוֹת צדִַּיק כְּמשֶׁה
 רַבּנֵוּ אוֹ רָשָׁע כְּירָָבְעםָ אוֹ חכָםָ אוֹ סכָָל אוֹ רַחמֲןָ אוֹ אכְַזרִָי אוֹ כִּילַי אוֹ שׁוּעַ וכְןֵ שְׁארָ כָּל הַדּעֵוֹת. וְאֵין לוֹ
 מִי שֶׁיּכְִפּהֵוּ וְלֹא גּוֹזרֵ עָלָיו וְלֹא מִי שׁמֶּוֹשׁכְוֹ לְאחֶָד מִשְּׁנֵי הַדּרְָכִים אֶלָּא הוּא מעֵצַמְוֹ וּמִדּעַתְּוֹ נוֹטהֶ לְאֵי זוֹ
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 דּרְֶֶ שֶׁיּרְִצהֶ. הוּא שֶׁיּרְִמְיהָוּ אמָרַ (איכה ג לח) "מִפִּי עֶלְיוֹן לֹא תצֵֵא הרָָעוֹת והְַטּוֹב". כְּלוֹמרַ אֵין הַבּוֹרֵא גּוֹזרֵ
 עַל הָאָדָם להְִיוֹת טוֹב וְלֹא להְִיוֹת רַע. וכְֵיוןָ שׁכֶּןֵ הוּא נמִצְָא זהֶ החַוֹטֵא הוּא הִפסְִיד אתֶ עצַמְוֹ. וּלְפִיכְָ
 רָאוּי לוֹ לִבכְּוֹת וּלְקוֹנןֵ עַל חֲטָאָיו ועְַל מהַ שּׁעֶָשׂהָ לְנַפְשׁוֹ וּגמְָלהָּ רָעהָ. הוּא שׁכֶּתָוּב אחַרֲָיו (איכה ג

 לט) "מהַ יּתְִאוֹנןֵ אָדָם חָי" וְגוֹ'. וחְָזרַ וְאמָרַ הוֹאִיל וּרְשׁוּתֵנוּ בְּיָדֵינוּ וּמִדּעַתְֵּנוּ עָשִׂינוּ כָּל הרָָעוֹת רָאוּי לָנוּ
 לחֲַזרֹ בּתְִשׁוּבהָ וְלעֲַזֹב רִשׁעְֵנוּ שׁהֶרְָשׁוּת עתַּהָ בְּיָדֵינוּ. הוּא שׁכֶּתָוּב אחַרֲָיו (איכה ג מ) "נחְַפְּשׂהָ דְרָכֵינוּ

וְנחְַקֹרָה וְנָשׁוּבהָ" וְגוֹ

 וְדָברָ זהֶ עִקּרָ גָּדוֹל הוּא והְוּא עמַּוּד התַּוֹרָה והְמַּצִוְהָ שֶׁנֶּאמֱרַ (דברים ל טו) "רְאהֵ נתָתִַּי לְפָנֶיָ הַיּוֹם אתֶ
 החַַיִּים". וּכתְִיב (דברים יא כו) "רְאהֵ אָנכִֹי נתֹןֵ לִפְנֵיכםֶ הַיּוֹם". כְּלוֹמרַ שׁהֶרְָשׁוּת בְּיֶדְכםֶ. וכְָל שֶׁיּחְַפּץֹ הָאָדָם
 לעֲַשׂוֹת ממִּעֲַשׂהֵ בְּנֵי הָאָדָם עוֹשׂהֶ בֵּין טוֹבִים בֵּין רָעִים. וּמִפְּנֵי זהֶ העִָנְיןָ נֶאמֱרַ (דברים ה כו) "מִי יתִּןֵ והְָיהָ
 לְבָבםָ זהֶ להָםֶ". כְּלוֹמרַ שֶׁאֵין הַבּוֹרֵא כּוֹפהֶ בְּנֵי הָאָדָם וְלֹא גּוֹזרֵ עֲלֵיהןֶ לעֲַשׂוֹת טוֹבהָ אוֹ רָעהָ אֶלָּא הכַּל

מסָוּר להָםֶ

*Sivan Rahav-Meir / The Daily Portion / Messages from the Greenglick family* * Translation by 
Yehoshua Siskin (yehoshua.siskin@gmail.com)

Shalom Sivan, I am the mother of *Shauli Greenglick* who fell in Gaza 14 days ago. There are 
a few important things I want to say, especially at this difficult time. We took a trip with the kids 
to the Arava in order to catch our breath and have been staying at the Rash Hasita lodge. My 
husband and two sons are saying Kaddish for Shauli but there is no synagogue here. My 
daughter Michal posted our dilemma on an Arava Facebook group and since then people have 
made sure that we have a minyan three times each day. People from the moshavs of Hazeva 
and Ein Yahav have been coming. It’s very inspiring. My husband says a little bit about Shauli 
before each prayer, but people are not only coming to pray with us. They are offering massages, 
breakfast meals, day trips, organic vegetables, you name it. The nation of Israel inspires us 
more every day.

Looking back, those at the Shiva who touched our hearts the most were actually people who did 
not know Shauli. People from Be’er Sheva, from the Golan, from London, and from Herzliya 
who came just to say thank you. Just to embrace and share in our pain. I do not listen to news 
or read newspapers in order that this embrace that I felt should not wear off. I know that this 
embrace from our nation is strong, and no one can make me think otherwise. So I say thank you 
to the nation of Israel as I gather strength from all of you, my brothers and sisters.

I posted for our family’s chat group words that you recently wrote about how we can choose to 
tell our story. In my opinion, this is important for all of us to think about. Despite the fact that his 
brothers sold him, despite his ending up in an Egyptian prison, Yosef made the choice to 
reframe the events of his life in a positive way. Not to be a victim but to find a mission, to look at 
reality in a positive light, and to think about why he got here and how he could contribute. I 
wrote to my family that we too can choose and dream as Yosef did. 

May everyone hear good news, Ruti, mother of Shauli
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