Two Animal Meshalim Pesachim 112
Jonathan Ziring
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With regard to this issue, the school of Eliyahu taught that although Rabbi Akiva said: Make your Shabbat like a
weekday and do not be beholden to other beings; however, one should nevertheless perform some small alteration in
his house to distinguish Shabbat from a weekday. The Gemara asks: What is this alteration? Rav Pappa said: For
example, one should serve small, fried fish. As we learned in a mishna: Rabbi Yehuda ben Teima says: Be bold like a
leopard, light like an eagle, run like a deer, and be strong like a lion to perform the will of your Father in Heaven.
This statement teaches that one should exert every effort to perform a mitzva.
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(20) Judah ben Tema said: Be strong as a leopard, and swift as an eagle, and fleet as a gazelle, and brave as a lion, to do the
will of your Father who is in heaven. He used to say: the arrogant is headed for Gehinnom and the blushing for the garden
of Eden. May it be the will, O Lord our God, that your city be rebuilt speedily in our days and set our portion in the
studying of your Torah.
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A Sage taught citing the name of Rabbi Meir, in an exaggerated vein: Even if the head of the ox is in its food basket, go
up to the roof and kick the ladder out from underneath you to escape from it. Rav said: The cry that one says to lead
an ox is hen hen. The cry to lead a lion is zeh zeh. The cry to lead a camel is da da. The cry to laborers using ropes to
pull a ship along a river is heleni, hayya, hela, vehilook, hulya.
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(1) Judah ben Tema says: "Be as strong as a leopard and as swift as an eagle; fleet as a gazelle and mighty as a lion, to
perform the will of your Father in Heaven.” He specified four things concerning the service of the Creator, may He be
blessed. And he began with ‘strong as a leopard’ because it is an important general principle in the service of the Creator,
may He be blessed, since sometimes a person desires to perform a mitzvah but is prevented from performing it because of
people who mock him. Therefore, he cautioned that you should have fortitude against the mockers and not refrain from
performing the mitzvah. And thus said Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai to his students: “May it be your will that the fear of
heaven be upon you like the fear of flesh and blood.” And so he says concerning the subject of shame, that sometimes a
person is ashamed before a person more than he is ashamed before the Creator, may He be blessed. Therefore he warned
that you should have fortitude against the mockers and not be ashamed. So too did David, peace be upon him, say “I will
speak of your decrees in the presence of kings and not be ashamed,” though he was pursued and he fled among the nations,
he had taken strength in his Torah and learned, though they had mocked him. And he said ‘as light as an eagle’
corresponding to the eye’s vision, and compared it to an eagle because just as the eagle soars through the air, so too does the
eyes’ vision, meaning that you should shut your eyes from seeing evil, for it is the beginning of transgression, for the eye
sees, the heart covets and the person’s limbs complete the act. And he said ‘as strong as a lion’ corresponding to the heart,
for the might of service of the Creator, may he be blessed, is in the heart, and he stated that you should strengthen your
heart for His service. He stated ‘run like a gazelle’ corresponding to the legs, for your legs shall run toward the good. So too
would David the king, peace be upon him, pray for the three of them, but he changed the sequence, “Lead me in the path of
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your commandments” about legs. Following that he said “Turn my heart to your decrees.” And after that he said “Avert my
eyes from seeing falsehood.” Concerning the heart he mentioned ‘turn,” whereas concerning the eye, ‘avert,” for the heart is
in his power to turn toward the good path or the evil one, even after he has seen an evil action. Thus he prayed that he
should help him to turn to the good path. But (avoiding) seeing an evil action is not in his power, for it is possible that it will
come upon him suddenly, and he will see it. Thus he prayed that he avert his eyes from seeing falsehood, so he would not
invite it before him at all. Thus a person needs strengthen himself as a lion to stand in the morning for the service of his
Creator, even if his evil impulse taunts him in winter, saying ‘How can you get up in the morning when the cold is so
great?’ or taunts him in summer, saying ‘How can you get up from your bed when you have not had enough sleep?” he
should strengthen himself to rise, for you should awaken the dawn, but it should not awaken you, as David, peace be on
him, stated “Awake, my soul, awake, harp and lyre; I will awaken the dawn,” ‘I awaken the dawn, but the dawn does not
awaken me.’
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(1) ”Be brazen like the leopard”’: This leopard is born from a wild boar and a lioness. As when it is the season for lions to
be in heat, the lioness inserts its head into the brush of the forest and moans and summons the male, but [sometimes] the
boar hears its voice and copulates [with] it and a leopard comes out from [the combination of] the two of them. And because
it a bastard, it is brazen-faced, even though it does not have so much courage. You too, be brazen and do not be ashamed to
ask your teacher what you did not understand, like that which we have learned, one that is ashamed will not learn.”

(2) 7light like the eagle”: to pursue after your studies. And you will not get exhausted, as it is written (Isaiah 40: 31), #they
shall raise wings like eagles, they will run and not be exhausted.”

(3) #swift like the deer”: to run towards the commandments.

(4) 7and mighty like the lion”: to conquer your impulse from [the doing of] sins.
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(4) It may be asked: "Regarding what should he be brazen like the leopard?” And why should he be, "light like the cagle,
swift like the deer, and mighty like the lion”; and it not have sufficed with one of them. And our teacher, Rabbi Yaakov
Baal HaTurim, may his memory be blessed, has already explained this at length in the introduction to his book, Orach
Chaim. And it is not worthwhile for someone to rebut his words. But now you should know and understand the explanation
of this statement: It is that one who is embarrassed becomes moved, because of another, on account of embarrassment. And
if he is moved, he will not come to the category of [doing] any action. And about this, he said, ”Be brazen like the leopard,”
such that he not get moved; so that he be able to do what he wants, to serve God, may He be blessed. But brazenness is not
any act at all, [as opposed to] the other [parts of the statement]. Rather brazenness is that he not be embarrassed, such that he
not come to any action like these.

(5) And after this, every process and every deed is done through three things: The first is when he begins to do it, even
though he has not [yet] approached the action - this is only the beginning. For example, if he is sitting and he gets up -
behold the standing does not have him approach the action, but is only a beginning. And after the beginning, there is the
approach to the action, and that is something separate; and the action itself is something separate [as well]. And it is because
Yehudah ben Teimah wanted to warn a person about which way he should come to do a commandment. So he began that
he be brazen like a leopard. For if he should not have brazenness, he will not act at all in the service of the Creator, as we
said (in Paragraph 3). For one who is embarrassed will not come to [do] anything. Hence he must be brazen. And afterwards,
he warned a person about the service that corresponds to the beginning; such that he not be lethargic, but that he be
alacritous at the beginning. And about this he said, ”"Be light like the eagle.” And lightness is relevant to something that is a
beginning; such that if one is light, his nature will not make him too lethargic to stand up when he is sitting. And that is the
gift of the eagle, as its nature does not make it lethargic. And that is why he said, ”Be light like the eagle.” And
corresponding to the thing that is after the beginning, he said, 7swift like the deer.” For that which he runs on the path after
he stands up, has him approach the action itself; so he said that he should have the greatest alacrity [about that]. And that is
why he said, ”Be bold like a leopard,” such that he not be embarrassed but arouse himself to act; then begin the process and
approach the action itself - which is the service. And he should also have alacrity to complete the deed; and about this, he
said, 7and mighty like the lion.” This is the explanation of the words of Yehudah ben Teimah.

(6) And now open your eyes, even though it is one explantion with that which was [just] mentioned: It is that Yehudah ben
Teimah came to perfect man in the service of the Creator, since the creation of man was for this purpose - to serve his
Creator. And since man is a physical being, he is like an inanimate rock and does not desire anything. And about this, he
said, ”Be brazen like a leopard.” For one who has brazenness is not like an inanimate rock to the point that he has no desire
or passion, but is rather brazen like a leopard. For since a leopard is brazen-faced, it puts its face into everything on account
of [its] brazenness - which is in the face. And it does not distance itself from anything; and that is because of its brazenness.
And about this he said that he not be considered like a person sleeping through the service to his Creator, but rather be
considered brazen in the service of His creator - to the point that he puts his face into everything, from the faculty of his
brazenness. Nevertheless, sometimes [even with this], he does not have the energy to arouse himself to act. For you will
find some people that very much want something - and you can see that they have brazenness - but they do not have the
energy to arouse themselves to [do] the thing. And that is due to the lethargy of their nature. And corresponding to this he
said, »light like the eagle” - that his nature not make him lethargic about the service to his Creator. Rather he should arouse
himself to the point that he be light in the service to his Creator, such that his nature not impede him from this. And
afterwards, when he has the energy to arouse himself, behold he still needs the preparation to move him to the
commandment. And about this he said, "swift like the deer” - which is movement towards the commandment. But this is
not fully doing the commandment, but rather the movement towards the commandment. And so corresponding to the
performance of the commandment itself, it said, 7and mighty like the lion to do the Will of your Father Who is in the
Heavens.” And this thing is when a person does all of these things with energy and great alacrity.

(7) And Yehudah ben Teimah warned about all these things that correspond to a person’s physicality - as that is what
impedes a person from action. For physicality has no action, and physicality therefore impedes man from the service of the
Omnipresent. And that is why he began with, ”brazen like the leopard” - since this is the beginning - so that he not be like
one dozing and like one sleeping, such that he not even have any passion or desire to act. Rather he should be brazen-faced,
such that he have desire and passion to act. And afterwards, he should not be impeded by the lethargy of his physical nature
to the point that he be lacking the energy to arouse himself - which is what arouses a person to do deeds and actions. And
about this, he said that he should be light, similar to the eagle. And afterwards, he said, #swift like the deer” - that is
movement towards the commandment. And the movement is the beginning of actualizing the potential. And about this he
said that he should be »swift like the deer.” And corresponding to the deed - which is the actualization of the actual
commandment - he said, #and mighty like the lion to do the will of your Father who is in the Heavens.” And that which he
said, "to do the will of your Father who is in the Heavens” - and he did not say, ”to do the will of the Holy One, blessed be
He - is coming to say that this is what man was created for, from the beginning of creation: That he serve the Holy One,
blessed be He. And that is why he said - since He is your Father and He is your Creator, behold because of this, you should
do so.

(8) And because he said here that a person not be like one sleeping and that his nature make him too lethargic to act, but
that he should rather be a man of action and full of alacrity in order to do the will of your Father who is in the Heavens,” he
said that all of this that we said - that he should be brazen and mighty in his actions - is to do the will of your Father. But
others things besides this are not like this. Rather it is that, ”[The] brazen-faced [are bound] for Geihinnom and [the]
shamefaced [are bound] for the Garden of Eden.” So that is why he placed adjacent to it, ”[The] brazen-faced [are bound] for
Geihinnom and [the] shamefaced [are bound] for the Garden of Eden.”



