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https://www.newenglandflaxandlinen.org/resources/faq/ .1

Turning flax into linen is a complicated and lengthy process. Traditionally, the plant is pulled up by the roots and then

dried. The seeds are then removed (a process known as rippling). The dry flax straw is then reffedto separate the

fibers from the woody parts of the plant stalk. Water retting involves submerging the flax in water for a number of

days, and allowing bacteria to consume the pectins that bind the layers of the stalk together. Water retting can take

between 4 days to two weeks depending on temperature, and results in a light-colored fiber. Dew retting or ground

retting involves spreading out the dried straw on a grassy lawn or field for several weeks, and allowing fungi to
consume the pectins. Dew retting takes longer than water retting, and results in a silver or gray colored fiber-...
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