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2. Talmud Bavli Megillah 10b
“And it shall be to the Lord for a name”; this is the reading of the Megilla. “For an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off”; these are the days of Purim.
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3. Esther 9:28
Consequently, these days are recalled and observed in every generation: by every family,
every province, and every city. And these days of Purim shall never cease among the
Jews, and the memory of them shall never perish among their descendants.

I.  Future of Megillat Esther
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4. Talmud Yerushalmi Megillah 1:5
Rebbi Johanan and Rebbi Simeon ben Lagish. Rebbi Johanan said, Prophets and
Hagiographs will in the future be nullified, but the five books of the Torah will never be
nullified. What is the reason? A strong voice, never ending. Rebbi Simeon ben Lagqish said,
also the Esther scroll and practices will never be nullified. It is said here, a strong voice,
never ending, and it is said there, their remembrance will not end from their descendants.
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5. Maimonides Laws of Megillah and Chanukah 2:18
All the books of the Prophets and all the Holy Writings will be nullified in the Messianic

era, with the exception of the Book of Esther. It will continue to exist, as will the five
books of the Torah and the halachot of the Oral Law, which will never be nullified.
Although all memories of the difficulties endured by our people will be nullified, as
[saiah 65:16 states: "For the former difficulties will be forgotten and for they will be
hidden from My eye," the celebration of the days of Purim will not be nullified, as Esther
0:28 states: "And these days of Purim will not pass from among the Jews, nor will their
remembrance cease from their seed."
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8. Talmud Bavli Nedarim 22b
Rav Adda, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: Had Israel not sinned in earlier times they would
have been given the five books of the Torah and the book of Joshua alone. They needed
the book of Joshua because it includes the arrangement of Eretz Yisrael. What is the
reason? “For in much wisdom is much vexation” (Ecclesiastes 1:18).




II. Yerushalayim - With or Without a “Yud?”
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10. Esther 2:6
[Kish] had been exiled from Jerusalem in the group that was carried into exile along with
King Jeconiah of Judah, which had been driven into exile by King Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon.
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IIIl. Har Sinai and Purim
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12. Talmud Bavli Shabbat 88a

“and they stood at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi

bar Hama bar Hasa said: the Jewish people actually stood beneath the mountain, and
the verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the mountain above
the Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, excellent, and if not,
there will be your burial. Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From here there is a substantial
caveat to the obligation to fulfill the Torah. The Jewish people can claim that they were
coerced into accepting the Torah, and it is therefore not binding. Rava said: Even so,
they again accepted it willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The Jews
ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined
themselves unto them” (Esther 9:27), and he taught: The Jews ordained what they had
already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai.
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13. Shemot 24:7
He then took the Book of the Covenant, and read it in the ears of the people. They said,

“All that Hashem has spoken, we will do and we will listen”
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15. Megillah 16b
“The Jews had light and gladness, and joy and honor” (Esther 8:16). Rav Yehuda said:

“Light”; this is referring to the Torah that they once again studied. And similarly it
says: “For the mitzva is a lamp and the Torah is light” (Proverbs 6:23). “Gladness”
[simbal; this is referring to the Festivals that they once again observed. And similarly it
says: “And you shall be glad [vesamakbta] on your Festival” (Deuteronomy 16:14). “joy”
[sasson]; this is referring to circumcision, as they once again circumcised their sons.
And similarly it says: “I rejoice [sas] at Your word” (Psalms 119:162).
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“Honor”; this is referring to phylacteries. And similarly it says: “And all peoples of
the earth will see that you are called by the name of the Lord; and they will be afraid
of you” (Deuteronomy 28:10). And it was taught in a baraita: Rabbi Eliezer the Great
said: This is referring to the phylacteries worn on the head.
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16. Esther g:23
The Jews accordingly assumed as an obligation that which they had begun to practice

and which Mordecai prescribed for them.
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17. Shemot 19:2
They had journeyed from Rephidim and had come to the desert of Sinai, and camped in

the desert. Yisrael camped there opposite the mountain.
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IV. What Does It Really Mean that Purim Won’t Be Canceled?
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Outline

I.  Pasuk, Midrash, and Gemara indicate that Purim will never be eliminated
A. Brisker Rov - pasuk hints at both day itself and Megillha
II.  Yerushalmi indicates that Chumash and Megillah will never be terminated
A. Rambam codifies this
B. Raavad - public readings will be eliminated but not texts themselves
C. Alshich - we won't need other sefarim b/c halachos hinted in them will be
understood to us through Chumash itself
D. Gemara in Nedarim suggests most of Nach is because of Israel’s sins
[II.  In most of Tanach, Yerushalayim spelled without 7’7
A. In Esther, it's spelled with 77
B. Tzlach - restoration of 7"v will take place in days of Mashiach when
Hashem’s full throne restored
1. This was rendered impossible because of Shaul’s mistake
2. Esther can be 1’0 for that
C. Manot Levi - 7’ in 0>w17* in Esther indicates that it, unlike other Sefarim,
will exist in days of Mashiach
IV.  Har Sinai and Esther
A. Torah tells us B'nei Yisrael said ynwi nwpi
B. Gemara Shabbat suggests they were really under duress
1. But at Purim, they reaffirmed acceptance of Torah
2. Rashi - because of their love of Hashem through the miracle
3. Mabharal - this was demonstrated through acceptance of new
mitzvot, which shows they also accepted original mitzvot
C. Gemara Megillah - 173R means 770
1. Why didn't the Gemara say these things outright?
2. It shows they accepted Torah with extra illumination and joy
D. Other hints of Har Sinai
1. Singular verbs where there should be plural - unity of hearts
2. Order of 5291 ) and YW Mwpi - both seem to be strange order
3. Hegyonei Halacha - Esther is equivalent to Torah
V. What does “Canceled” really mean?
A. Rashba - other Yamim Tovim could be suspended due to sin
B. Manot Levi - Purim overshadows other Yamim Tovim



