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‘the sea, but, as this verse indicates, He wanted to be glorified
through Pharach and his army. The way He chose to do so
was through the twin miracle of splitting the sea to save the
Jetvs and then using the same sea to swamp the Egyptians
(/bn Ezra). i - - e :

18. aryn wy) — Egypt will knoiw. The reference is not to
the Egyptians who will die at the sea. Rather, the entire
country would hear of the miiraclé at the sea and would be
mroved to repent and recognize the majesty of God (Sforno).
:19-20, Under normal circumstances, the pillar of cloud,
which the verse calls an angel [i.e., emissary, agent] of God,
would have been removed at night with the arrival of the
pillar of fire. On this night, the cloud was placed between the
Jews and the Egyptians, where it served a dual purpose. It
prevented the Egyptians from benefiting from the illumina-
tion of the pillar of light, thus plunging them into total
darkness, and it kept the two camps apart while acting as a

shield, swallowing the stones and arrows that the Egyptians
hurled at the Jews. Meanwhile, the pillar of fire, though not
specifically mentioned in the verse, iluminated the night for
Israel (Rashi). : :
Ramban has an entirely different approach: The Torah
refers to the pillar of fire as the angel of God, because God's
Presence rested in it, whereas the pillar of cloud was the
resting place of “God's Heavenly Court.” Thus, verse 19
states that both pillars moved between the two camps, with
the fire closest to Israel to provide illumination and the cloud
blocking the Egyptians. When verse 20 refers to the cloud
and illumination, it describes both pillars. See Ramban.

21-31. The sea splits.

21-22. y-nx i b — Moses strelched out his hand. The

verse speaks both of Moses’ hand and of an east wind. Which

actually caused the miracle? There are a few approaches.
The plain meaning of the verse is that Moses" outstretched
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