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Timely Torah January 9t 2022

This shiur is kindly sponsored by Rosemarie in the merit of a refuah shelaima for Mordechai ben
Tzipporah Malka and Shaindel bat Rachel
And by
Naomi and David Kaszovitz for 2 yahrtzeits on 10 Shevat. The 5th yahrtzeit David father
Gabe Kaszovitz - Gedalia Yitzchak ben Shmuel Yosef n”V and the 37th yahrtzeit David
grandmother Sarah Kaszovitz - Sara bat Gedalia n”y

1. Il Shmuel 21:1-14
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1 And there was a famine in the days of David three years,
year after year; and David sought the face of the

LORD. {S} And the LORD said: 'It is for Saul, and for his
bloody house, because he put to death the Gibeonites.'
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2 And the king called the Gibeonites, and said unto them--
now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but of
the remnant of the Amorites; and the children of Israel had
sworn unto them; and Saul sought to slay them in his zeal
for the children of Israel and Judah--
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3 and David said unto the Gibeonites: 'What shall I do for
you? and wherewith shall I make atonement, that ye may
bless the inheritance of the LORD?'

-DY) SIRW-0P 27N 703 (119) H-px ,0v237 15 1Mnxn T
DMK DOX-T) NN 5K b L uK b-p i
027 Npx

4 And the Gibeonites said unto him: 'It is no matter of
silver or gold between us and Saul, or his house; neither is it
for us to put any man to death in Israel.' And he said: "What
say ye that I should do for you?'
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5 And they said unto the king: "The man that consumed us,
and that devised against us, so that we have been destroyed
from remaining in any of the borders of Israel,
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6 let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will
hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen
of the LORD.' {P}

And the king said: 'T will deliver them.’
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7 But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan
the son of Saul, because of the LORD'S oath that was
between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.
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8 But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of
Aiah, whom she bore unto Saul, Armoni and
Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of
Saul, whom she bore to Adriel the son of Barzillai the
Meholathite;
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9 and he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites,

and they hanged them in the mountain before the LORD,

and they fell all seven together; and they were put to death
in the days of harvest, in the first days, at the beginning of
barley harvest.
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10 And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and
spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of
harvest until water was poured upon them from heaven;
and she suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them
by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.
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11 And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah,
the concubine of Saul, had done.
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12 And David went and took the bones of Saul and the
bones of Jonathan his son from the men of Jabesh-gilead,
who had stolen them from the broad place of Beth-shan,
where the Philistines had hanged them, in the day that the
Philistines slew Saul in Gilboa;
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2. Abarbanel, Il Shmuel 21:1
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3. Talmud Bavli, Yevamos 78b-79a
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Rav Hana bar Adda said: As for the Gibeonites, it was King David who decreed that they may not enter
into the congregation, as it is stated: “And the king called the Gibeonites and said to them. Now the
Gibeonites are not of the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites” (Il Samuel 21:2). This
verse indicates that it was David who ruled that they are not part of the Jewish people and that they are
barred from the congregation even though they converted.
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The Gemara asks: What is the reason that David decreed that they may not enter into the congregation? In
order to answer this question, the Gemara recounts all the relevant background events. As it is written:
“And there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year” (Il Samuel 21:1). In the first
year David said to the Jewish people: Perhaps there are idol worshippers among you, this being a sin
that can lead to drought, as it is written: “Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and you turn
aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; and the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and He
shut up the heaven, so that there shall be no rain, and the ground shall not yield her fruit” (Deuteronomy
11:16-17). They examined the matter but did not find sinners of this kind.
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In the second year of the drought David said to them: Perhaps there are transgressors in sexual matters
among you, as this too can lead to drought, as it is written: “Therefore the showers have been withheld,
and there has been no latter rain; yet you had a harlot’s forehead, you refused to be ashamed” (Jeremiah
3:3), which indicates that licentious behavior can lead to a cessation of rainfall. Again they examined the
matter, but did not find sinners of this kind either.
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In the third year he said to them: Perhaps there are among you those who pledge money to charity in
public, but do not actually give any charity. As it is written: “As vapors and wind without rain, so is he
that boasts himself of a false gift” (Proverbs 25:14), teaching that one who falsely boasts of making a gift
prevents the rain from falling. Once again they examined the matter, but could not find such sinners.
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Having unsuccessfully searched the Jewish people for sins that cause drought, David said: The matter
depends on nothing other than myself. Immediately it is stated: “And David sought the presence of the
Lord” (Il Samuel 21:1). The Gemara asks: What is this? How did David seek God? Reish Lakish said: He
inquired through the Urim VeTummim, the stones embedded in the High Priest’s breastplate, which
served as a means of communicating with God.

D°3IV230 N WK DY 277 102 DR) 10902 7901 XPW DIRY D8 0031V230 nond WK DY 0070 D02 O] DIRY 9X 110N
1IR3 2327 1YY A2YN 11 2% 072 PPBYR POY 023750 Y 211 A7Y Jinn KPR 211237 NONIY DIRYD 1% 1977 0
2]

The verse continues: “And the Lord said: It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he put to
death the Gibeonites” (Il Samuel 21:1). The Gemara explains: “For Saul” means that the Jewish people
were punished because he was not eulogized properly. “And for his bloody house” is “because he put to
death the Gibeonites.” The Gemara is puzzled by this explanation: Now, where do we find that Saul put
to death the Gibeonites? The Gemara clarifies: Rather, because he killed the people of Nob, the city of
priests, who would provide the Gibeonites with water and food in exchange for their services, the verse
ascribes to him as if he himself had killed them.
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The Gemara questions this understanding: On one hand, God demands retribution because Saul was not
eulogized properly, while on the other hand, He demands retribution because Saul himself put to death
the Gibeonites. The Gemara answers: Yes, this is how it should be. As Reish Lakish said: What is the
meaning of that which is written: “Seek the Lord, all the humble of the earth, that have executed
|[pa’alu] His justice” (Zephaniah 2:3)? Where mention is made of the justice to be carried out against a
person, his good deeds [pa’alo] should be mentioned there as well.
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David said: With regard to the eulogy for Saul, there have already passed the twelve months of the year
of mourning, i.e., several years have elapsed since the twelve-month mourning period for Saul, and it is not

the proper way to eulogize after such a long time.
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As for the Gibeonites, let us call them and appease them. Consequently, the verse states: “And the king
called the Gibeonites and said to them...What shall I do for you, and with what shall I make
atonement that you may bless the inheritance of the Lord? And the Gibeonites said to him: It is not a
matter of silver or gold between us and Saul or his house; neither is it for us to put any man to death in
Israel...Let seven men of his sons be delivered to us, and we will hang them up to the Lord...”

(IT Samuel 21:1-6). He tried to appease them in other ways, but they would not be appeased.

......
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David said: There are three distinguishing marks of this nation, the Jewish people. They are merciful,
they are shamefaced, and they perform acts of kindness. They are merciful, as it is written: “And He
will give you mercy, and have mercy upon you and multiply you” (Deuteronomy 13:18); not only will
God have mercy upon you, but He will bestow the attribute of mercy upon you. They are shamefaced, as it
is written: “And that His fear shall be upon your faces” (Exodus 20:17), and the fear that is on one’s face
is his shame. They perform acts of kindness, as it is written: “For [ have known him, to the end that he
may command his children and his household after him, that they may keep the way of the Lord, to
practice righteousness and justice” (Genesis 18:19), i.e., to perform acts of kindness. Whoever has these
three distinguishing marks is fit to cleave to this nation. Those who lack these qualities, however, are
unfit to be part of the Jewish people. When David saw the cruelty of the Gibeonites, he decreed that they
may never enter into the congregation of Israel.

4. Abarbanel, Il Shmuel 21:1
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Whose Money?

5. Maharsha, ad loc.
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The Place of the Givonim
6. Rashi, Yevamos 79a
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Why Three Attributes?

7. Nachal Avos, Avos 5:20
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In Jewish Law
8. Talmud Bavli, Beitza 32b
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After citing one teaching in the name of Rav Natan bar Abba, the Gemara quotes a few more statements
attributed to the same scholar. Since he is not mentioned often, Rav Natan’s teachings are arranged together,
so that they can be remembered more easily. Rav Natan bar Abba said that Rav said: The wealthy Jews of
Babylonia will descend to Gehenna because they do not have compassion on others. This is illustrated by
incidents such as this: Shabbetai bar Marinus happened to come to Babylonia. He requested their
participation in a business venture, to lend him money and receive half the profits in return, and they did
not give it to him. Furthermore, when he asked them to sustain him with food, they likewise refused to
sustain him.
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He said: These wealthy people are not descendants of our forefathers, but they came from the mixed
multitude, as it is written: “And show you compassion, and have compassion upon you, and multiply
you, as He has sworn to your fathers” (Deuteronomy 13:18), from which it is derived: Anyone who has
compassion for God’s creatures, it is known that he is of the descendants of Abraham, our father, and
anyone who does not have compassion for God’s creatures, it is known that he is not of the descendants
of Abraham, our father. Since these wealthy Babylonians do not have compassion on people, clearly they
are not descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

9. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Issurei Biah 19:17
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10. Sefer Peninei Halacha, Likkutim | 1:13'
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! Author Rabbi Eliezer Melamed. Peninei Halakhah (“Pearls of Jewish Law”) is a contemporary, easily accessible, and thorough
presentation of practical halakhah (law), written in modern Hebrew by Rabbi Eliezer Melamed, Rosh Yeshiva and rabbi of the
community of Har Bracha. Consisting of sixteen volumes and expanding, it includes a range of sources, explanations of the spiritual
foundations of laws, differences between Ashkenazi and Sephardi practice, and footnotes at the end of every chapter with
elaborations and additional soutces. The work is popular in Israel, where it is often used as the standard halakhah textbook in
religious Zionist schools, and in Jewish communities throughout the world.
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11. Shmos 2:11-14
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wrong: 'Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?'
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12. Daas Zekeinim, ad loc.
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13. Malbim, ad loc.
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14. Midrash Agada Shmos 2:11
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Research
15. Experiencing haptic roughness promotes empathy, Journal of Consumer Psychology, Chen Wang, Rui

(Juliet) Zhu17 November 2015
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“We found that when people were experiencing
mild discomfort as a result of touching a rough
surface, they were more aware of discomfort in
their immediate environment. They could
better empathize with individuals who were
suffering.”

16. If This is a Man, Primo Levi pg 190

When the broken window was repaired and the stove
began to spread its heat, something seemed to relax in
everyone, and at that moment Towarowski (a Franco-
Pole of twenty-three, typhus) proposed to the others that
each of them offer a slice of bread to us three who had
been working. And so it was agreed.

Only a day before a similar event would have been
inconceivable. The law of the Lager said: “eat your own
bread, and if you can, that of your neighbour,” and left
no room for gratitude. It really meant that the Lager
was dead.

It was the first human gesture that occurred among
us. I believe that that moment can be dated as the
beginning of the change by which we who had not died
slowly changed from Hiftlinge to men again,

17. Pesach Hagadah
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This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who is
famished should come and eat, anyone who is in need should come and partake of the
Pesach sacrifice. Now we are here, next year we will be in the land of Israel; this year we are
slaves, next year we will be free people.
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