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What is Seder Olam?

Written by R Yosi Ben Chalafta in ~160 CE

In Mishnaic Hebrew

Book of Rabbinic Chronology

De Facto Chronology of Gemara

Starts with creation and goes until Bar Kochba revolt
Companion text

Critical edition by Professor Chaim Milikowski



Yevamot 82b

And Rabbi Yohanan said: Who is the tanna who taught
Seder Olam? Tt is Rabbi Yosei.

Rashbam Baba Bathra 124b

Rabbi Yohanan says: An unattributed mishna is in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Meir; an
unattributed baraita in the Sifra, the halakhic midrash on

the book of Leviticus, is in accordance with the opinion of

Rabbi Yehuda; and an unattributed baraita in the Sifrei is
in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Shimon;

. (] ’ .
an unattributed Seder Olam is R’ Yosi, an
unattributed baraita in the Tosefta is in accordance with
the opinion of Rabbi Nehemya; And all of these are in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, as all the
Sages mentioned were his disciples.
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Seder Olam Chapter 5

From Eilim they travel to Alush, as it says ‘And they took their journey from Elim,
?thd all tth%6c<i51gregat|on of the children of Yisra'el came to the wilderness of Sin’
emot 16:

'on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of
Mizrayim. it was the first day of the week, which means Rosh Chodesh IEyar was
on Sunday. We also learn that Israel ate from the bread they took from %}I/pt for
30 days, and on that day they ran out. That evening they went to collect the Slav
and in the wake up early in the morning to collect Manna. In Alush Shabbat was
given to them. That is where they observed the first Shabbat. As it says ‘ the
people rested on the 7™ day (Shemot 16:30).

On Sunday, the 2219 of lyar they traveled from Alush to Refidim, there they
g%cek;\éeg[:l the Well [of Miriam] and fought with Amalek and observed their second
abbat.

From Refidim they traveled to Midbar Sinai and found the clouds of glory. For 5
days Moshe would go up to the top of the mountain and come down to tell the

people the word of G-d, they return with their comments to G-d. In the 3" month

on the 6™ day we received the Ten Commandments, it was Shabbat
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What is Avot d’'Rabbi Natan?

Parallels Pirkei Avot, with added stories and *Chapters 12-19 of A and chapters 24-29

maxims. Called ‘Gemara’ or ‘“Tosefta’ of Pirkei Avot of B correspond with Pirkei Avot 1:12-18 and
o ) chapter 2, dealing with the teachings

One of the ‘Minor Tractates’ Masechtot Ketanot of Hillel, Shammal, Yohanan ben Za%kai and his

. . disciples
Unclear exactly when it was written and by whom,
but sometime between 650 and 950 CE *Chapters 20-30 of A and chapters 30-35
. . of B correspond with Pirkei Avot chapters 3-4, an
gwho Vﬁgsmns— A and B — published by Solomon independent mishnaic collection
chechter -

: *Chapters 31-41 of A and chapters 36-48
The chapters of the two recensions of Avot de- of chorrespond with Pirkei Ae/ot chapter 5, a
Rabbi Nathan correspond with those of the collection of anonymous statements related by
Mishnah Avot as follows: form (Wikipedia)

*Chapters 1-11 of recension A and chapters 1-23 of
recension B correspond with Pirkei Avot 1:1-11,

dealing with saying of the Zugoth.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pirkei_Avot
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yohanan_ben_Zakkai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pirkei_Avot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnaic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pirkei_Avot

Pirkei Avot 5:1

With ten utterances the world was
created. And what does this teach,
for surely it could have been
created with one utterance? But
this was so in order to punish the
wicked who destroy the world that
was created with ten utterances,
And to give a good reward to the
righteous who maintain the world
that was created with ten
utterances. (Trans. Josh Kulp)

TIA7R 7Y .02700 X123 DINRRA 7vya
mm:-b *713’ gisheplatifa! x’v-n wmb
o mbw mwm -mtz;:z: m:zw abww
XI2IY 09IV X PRIPRY DPIEY 210
:NINRRN TIYY2



Avot dRabbi Natan Nusach A Chapter 31

And anyone who commits one transgression, or
breaks one Sabbath, or causes one life to be lost,
the Torah considers it as if he had destroyed the
entire world, which was created with ten
utterances. And whoever violates a
commandment or desecrates a Shabbat and who
kills @ person it is eq(ual to destroying the world
that was created with ten utternaces, for this is
what we find with Cain, who killed his brother
Abel, as it says (Genesis 4:10), “The voice of your
brother’s bloods [cry out to Me from the ground].
It should say “blood,” but it says “bloods.” This
teaches that it was also the blood of his children
and his children’s children, and all his future
generations, until the end of the human line, that
would have one day descended from him. They all
stood up and cried out before the Holy Blesse
One. (So you learn from this that one person is
considered as important as the entire work of
Creation.) (William Davidson Translation)
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Rabbi Nehemiah would say: Where do we learn that one person
is considered as important as the entire work of Creation
Because it says (Genesis 5:1), “This is the book of the
generations of humanity,” and prior to that it said (Genesis 2:4),

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when
they were created.” Just as previously there was creating and
making, so too here there is creating and making. [This] teaches
that the Holy Blessed One showed [%dam] all the generations
that would come from him, as if they rose up (an E!ay_ed)
before him. And some say that he was shown only his righteous
descendants, as it says (Isaiah 4:1), “All who were inscribed for
life in Jerusalem.”

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karha would say: See, it says (Psalms
139:16), “Your eyes see mhunformed substance, theY were [all
recorded] in your book.” This teaches that the Holy Blessed One
showed [Adam] the first person every generation and its
preachers, community servants, leaders, prophets, warriors,
sinners, and saints, and said to him, “In this generation this one
will be a king. In that generation this one will be a scholar.
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Avot dRabbi Natan Nusach B Chapter 36

With ten utterances the world was created. And
what does this teach, for surely it could have been
created with one utterance? But this was so in
ordelzgl to punish the wicked who destroy the
world:

with ten utterances the world was created and
these are them:

Rabbi Yirmiya would add ‘G-d created the sea
Ereajtures’ (1:21) and remove ‘not good for man to

ey

And what need is there for all of those who enter
the world to exist?

To teach us that whoever kills one soul from Israel
is as if they have destroyed a whole world, and
whoever uphold the life of one person in Israel is
as if they have upheld a whole world.
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https://www.mayim.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%94-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%A9%D7%9C-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%9D.pdf

Summary

Seder Olam — Rabbinic Avot dRabbi Natan — Rabbinic
Chronography Expansion of Pirkei Avot
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Today is 40 days, which Is
5 weeks and 5 days of the
Omer
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