Returning to Gan Eden: In Search of the Torah’s Genetic Code
Dovi Nadel - Contact: Dnadel@sarhighschool.org

Linear Model

Two models of looking at the Torah...
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks - Faith Lecture 3 - Creation:Where Did We Come From - February 2021

“Indeed, the human genome strikes me — and in what | am going to say now and for the next twenty
minutes | speak as a complete amateur because | am not a scientist — but the human genome does
seem to me to be one of the rare scientific discoveries that is poetical and even mystical. The
Kabbalists actually maintained that everything that exists is the result of tzerufim, of different
permutations of the letters of an alphabet. It now turns out that this is not a metaphor at all. It is
actually literally true. That the DNA string of those characters is all a series of letters, — A, C, G, and
T — which, as it were, extend to perform this huge chunk of language which is the DNA. It also turns
out, as | am sure you know, again with real mystical underpinnings, that all life, every single life form
known to mankind, from human beings to the simplest and most primitive microbe, all come from a
single source. There is only one source of life from which all other life forms have diverged. What is
equally powerful — and what Matt Ridley makes clear at the very beginning of his book “Genome” —
is that all life is exactly as the Bible said, a matter of language, of instructions, of letters and words.
We suddenly realize the deep resonance of the biblical idea: “And God spoke and there was.*
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My Brief Reflections ...
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