Purim: The Holiday of Prayer?
Tefillah in the Megillah
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When Mordecai learned all that had happened, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes. He
went through the city, crying out loudly and bitterly,
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These days of Purim shall be observed at their proper time, as Mordecai the Jew—and now Queen Esther—
has obligated them to do, and just as they have assumed for themselves and their descendants the obligation
of the fasts with their lamentations.
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The verse that initially describes Mordecai states: “There was a certain Jew in Shushan the castle, whose
name was Mordecai the son of Jair the son of Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite” (Esther 2:5). The Gemara
asks: What is it conveying in the verse by saying the names of Mordecai’s ancestors? If the verse in fact
comes to trace his ancestry, it should continue tracing his lineage back all the way to Benjamin, the founder of
his tribe. Rather, what is different about these names that they deserve special mention? The Gemara
answers: A Sage taught the following baraita: All of them are names by which Mordecai was called. He was
called “the son of Jair” because he was the son who enlightened [heir] the eyes of all of the Jewish people
with his prayers; “the son of Shimei” because he was the son whom God heard [shama] his prayers; “the son
of Kish” because he knocked [hikish] on the gates of mercy and they were opened to him.

Intoxication as a Divine Control Mechanism
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One does not check eligibility for the money given as Purim charity; one gives to anybody who extends his hand to take.”
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We are not exacting regarding the monies of Purim; rather, anyone who extends their hand to take (funds), we give.
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Purim: The Holiday of Prayer?
Esther and Prayer as a Ray of Light
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For the leader; on the dawn -a psalm of David.
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“On the dawn”- this is Esther... Why was Esther likened to the dawn? It is to tell you: Just as when the dawn
emerges, all of the stars descend, so too Esther rose in Achashverosh’s palace, and Haman and his sons
descended.
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Therefore, the redemption effected by Esther is called daybreak, for the nighttime is dark and before daybreak
it is doubly dark and so was it in the days of Mordechai and Esther; i.e., it was doubly dark...for they were
already in exile under the rule of Achashverosh, and now an additional darkness arose, namely the problems
with Haman, and this is highly analogous to the nighttime just before daybreak, which is doubly dark, and a
person years for the light, so too they were fasting and crying out to G-d that He bring them the light of
salvation...

The redemption of Esther, which came about because of prayer, for at that time they sat in darkness, and it
was like a horizon that is completely dark, without light, and because there was no end to their prayers, rather
their prayers went out like a ray of light that shines forth and refracts and the horizon itself splits, as it is
written in the Talmud Yerushalmi above that the light of daybreak shatters the darkness, growing continually
larger. And there was no redemption that was brought about through prayer like this one, as it is written
(Esther 9:31): “their fasts and their crying out,” therefore, this redemption is named after prayer and is called
the light of daybreak for they strengthened themselves in prayer and their prayer went out to work, and they
had no shield or conclusion save the prayer that was before G-d. Thus the explanation of our Sages, who
utilized the term “daybreak,” are very clear.
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