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Reflections of the Rav Vol One p91-92

In fact, only second- and third-level decisions which govern
most situations are reached after long consultations. The in-
tellect is inherently wary, slow-moving, computing in terms of
loss and profit. To decide by reason is essentially to balance
credits and debits, to weigh alternatives, and to measure con-
sequences. This analysis is painstaking and time-consuming. The
ratzon elyon, however, is intuitive, dynamic, aggressive, a.nd
passionate. It bursts forth with fervor and emotional intensity.
Its insights and higher affirmations are inspired wit}T the breath
of divinity with which every man is endowed. There is no choos-

The Kabbalists taught that the ratzon elyon belongs to the
Keter Elyon (the crown, the highest Sefirah).®> A crown rests
on top of the head; the brain, underneath, is the seat of hokhmah,
binah, and da’ar (various levels of mental endowment) which
constitute the rarzon tahton (the lower will). The crown, how-
ever, towers over the intellect; it is not governed or motivated
by tt.mt which is underneath. It starts with an awareness of the
cog:ytive world, but leaps beyond it. It wills because it wills
fiefymg any attempt to explain the antecedents of the will I£
is the real “I" in the human personality. |

.Thercj. are thus two wills: the rarzon elyon, the unmotivated
will which derives from unknowable inner promptings; and the
raizon tahton, the will which is Pragmatically moti:vated b
feason or practical considerations, These two rerzonor .
mlto an at‘>solutc unity, the Kabbalists say, only in the A] I.nergt:
within Him there are no conflicts. However, God i
tjw.o retzonot, one of which js intelligible and the othegrave‘man
ligible. These two are often in conflict; they collide an:m llnd-
and man must choose the one with which he identifies Shcaih
man be true to his inner light or should he respond to érac‘t)iza?
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