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Parshas B’ha’alosecha (Bamidbar 8:2)
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Speak to Aaron and say to him, “When you light the lamps, the seven lamps should cast their light toward
the face of the menorah.”
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When you light: Heb. 3n7un3, lit., when you cause to
ascend. Since the flame rises, Scripture describes kindling

,N721V AN7nY 0OV 2V QnZ2vna

in terms of ascending. He is required to kindle the lamp Xy N7V |"UI7 |np‘71n1 1ma
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23 Isaiah 28:29
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Rabbi David Kimhi (Provence, 1160-1235) — RADAK - commentary on Isaiah 28:29
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Now we shall explain the parable. The plowman is God and the earth is [the people of] Israel. Just
as the plowman prepares the earth to receive the seed, so did God prepare Israel to receive His
words.
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After the ground was prepared, He commenced to sow it. He manifested His presence before
their very eyes on Mount Sinai within thunder, lightning and torches, and broadcast His words to
them until they were all on the level of prophets, albeit not equally so.
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Just as the one who sows anticipates in sowing that one seed will produce several seeds, so God
anticipated that Israel would add to that which He instructed them through inferential
reasoning. Just as it is the nature of the earth to produce more than was actually planted in it, so
it is human nature to produce more—by dint of its inherent rational faculties—in excess of that
which he was taught. So did Shlomo declare: “Enable the wise man and he will grow wiser yet.”
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They are renewed every morning— Ample is Your grace!

NN 121 079p22 DU

X"T00 AX"Q

TN W wnb AWwHK T oM DMwn DWW DT Ny Yoaw

Pirkei Avos 3:8

137 n2iw7 52 ,min e 037 owrn wy 13 WADIT 139
AU23 nnn 583 2037 why mopn Jingmn e
N§ N3UN 13 WD Y0 e 15 wwn p1 gy
Angem vhy i) 1'7*9& Sz ATPY T W o3

mAwm aman Sakia camm

4c

Tiferes Shlomo on Pirkei Avos 3:8
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Chidah on Pirkei Avos 3:8
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Mishnah Avot 5:21 (22)
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He [Yehudah ben Teima] would [also] say: At age 5—Mikra’, age 10—Mishnah, age 13—Mitzvot,
age 15—Talmud, age 18 —Huppah, age 20--Lirdof, age 30—Ile-Ko’ah, age 40—Binah, age 50—
‘Eitzah, age 60—Ziknah, age 70—Seivah, age 80—Gevurah, age 90—Ila-Su’ah, age 100—it is as
though he had died and passed, null, from this world.

DN YT Commentary of the MAHARAL of Prague (15 25-1609) on this Mishnah
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Mikra is the level of “what” without a complete clarity. But, Mishna is clear understanding and Talmud
is understanding the “why” that isn’t in Mishna at all.
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...Mikra is knowledge...Mishna is understanding the difference between this and that...Talmud is
inferencing...

1 ,07R2 DOWR POmNn W 12 QTR IWRIY LR 20w K22 7911 ORI 02 2197 AT 12N
IRWT D2 92 9197 ,70WY TOIRW 10K R IRDY LTINWA QTR 1AW WY XM 1725w 0197
TRY 71NN 7IWR RPN 228 WY AT PR TR 79091 LLIN%YR R WITAN KD 200
LW T PO TOWY TV PR OO PR LINIR TR AWK 2717 TR 1A%YA YO 0270
11707 TIWY 217 02V WK INIR TAD7 TWORY XY DY XA9DY 70T DY Ra9D 9700
RPN 1795 9120 T 0w wnn

This is on account of the fact that Man is born without any intelligence and [only] when he reaches 5 years
of age does Man’s intelligence commence since this is half of the decade that is required for human
change. Here, however, it doesn’t require a full decade—like all the other changes—because those other
changes are stimulated internally... and therefore require a full decade. Mikra, Mishnah and Talmud,
however, are not qualities that appear automatically. Because one needs to acquire a teacher to provide
instruction, there is no need to wait a full decade but only to age 5—because half [the effort] is assumed
by the teacher and [only] half by oneself—therefore one can be taught after a major part of the decade,
namely five years, has elapsed and one can immediately thereafter be instructed in Mikra.
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Furthermore, these three—Mikra, Mishnah and Talmud—are not separated as the others are. Mikra itself
assists in Mishnah, and Mishnah assists in Talmud, therefore the intervals between them are not a full
decade, as in the rest... Although it ought to have been Mishnah at 15, a full decade after Mikra, in any
event [the presence] of Mikra makes [the interval] only five years, and Mishnah requires only five
[additional] years [until Talmud]. In addition, these three—Mlikra, Mishnah and Talmud—although they
presuppose intelligence, do not [require] complete intelligence since comprehension [binah] only comes
at age 40. Rather, they presuppose a modicum of intelligence but not as complete as is presupposed by
the balance of the list...

Gemara Kiddushin 30a
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One should perennially divide his years into three parts: a third to mikra, a third to mishnah, and a third
to talmud.
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One is obligated to divide his study time into thirds: One third to the Written Law; one third to the Oral
Law; and one third to rational comprehension via deductive reasoning, inference, comparison and Biblical
hermeneutics, in order to understand the essence of the hermeneutic principles and how utilize them in
ruling on sanction or prohibition or other such matters that are learned via tradition. This [final third] is
known as “Gemara.”

Yosef Ibn Aknin (on whose behalf, it is believed, Rambam composed the Moreh), in his own systematic
work of moral philosophy, Tibb al-Nufus (Medicine for the Soul), chapter (ho. 27) on the

aforementioned Mishnah in Avot (5:21)

They said: “18 is the age of n9IN”—by which they meant reading with comprehension and discovery—
which means drawing inferences from the sources. They made this [recommendation] because prior to
this age, i.e., 18, memorization is best for them and they are stronger in it and have more leisure for it
than for intellectual pursuits. [Moreover,] their intellects are not yet mature; indeed they possess a great
deficiency during this time. [Learning with] comprehension was euphemistically called noIn because [the
conjugal meeting] is the desired outcome of marriage. Likewise the goal of recitation is comprehension.

When they reach this age, their intellects are up to the task of comprehension, as well as to discover
guestions not explicit in the Talmud by means of the received principles [of hermeneutics]. They will
become proficient in it and [the teacher] will accustom them to it so that throughout their lives they will
neither desist nor abstain from it. They will reiterate it frequently until it is clear to them and until they
understand more of it than they understood previously.
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MISHNAIC AND MAIMONIDEAN TAXONOMY (Mapped onto Bloom’s Taxonomy, 1956; Revised by Anderson and
Krathwohl, 2001)
1. NIpn —21ndaw mn (written torah), corresponding to knowledge/knowing — the acquisition/acquiring,
identification/identifying or recollection/recalling of data;
2. Mmwn — N9 %aw nin (oral torah), corresponding to comprehension/comprehending — understanding
the meaning of the data and repeating it in one’s own words;
3. MNN 92— M'WNIN AT NNNKR 72w 12 (drawing conclusions), corresponding to application/applying —
using the data in a new context;
4. Tmon —12TnMAT RN (inference), corresponding to analysis/analyzing — breaking down the data into
its components to understand its structure;
5. N9IN — 1277 12T nnTI (comparison), corresponding to synthesis/synthesizing — putting together old and
partial knowledge in new ways, forming new wholes;
6. ..177% — NI 1 (hermeneutics), corresponding to evaluation/evaluating — judging the value of
methods and materials for a distinct purpose, based upon knowledge.

TAXONOMY OF CRITIAL THINKING

HaRav Shlomo Wolbe zt”| — Sefer Alei Shor — Volume 2 — p. 251
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It is common in the world that one who is unsure of something immediately goes to ask a friend or
someone greater than he/she, without considering himself/herself how to solve the problem. And so too
someone who has a question in his/her learning searches immediately in the commentaries if they speak
on this [topic]. Someone who is accustomed to do like this will never be a bar daas,(knowledgeable
person) and will forever be dependent on others.
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How should a person act when he has a problem (uncertainty)? He should consider the problem himself
and clarify for himself all the sides of (issues involved in) the topic, and after that he should weigh the
options seriously and decide on a solution. Only when he himself comes to a conclusion, should he go
and ask others if his decision-(making) is correct. And so too he should do with gemara: He should work
first on his own to answer his question. And only when he has done this and decided on an approach
should he look up the answer in books or speak with others.

Scott J. Goldberg, Ph.D.- scott.goldberg@yu.edu 5

7b




No Talmid Left Behind: Reorienting our Approach to Chinuch

7d

mey bw nvrey Mbw Mppo : MTRbnab an Dpn uh v N
SRS RS 0 PIN% RD 97 AN noYY 009 NN 1HIDa — ubw
QYR SRWI 9 MR £ I277 N2D PR TP UNRYA 20T YN XOXR

NS WM LAY 93 DownInn APRD DY WX AP0 uYT BR Pnab T

Our uncertainties, our questions, our advice — we should approach all in the same way: Don’t run
immediately to others to ask, rather consider the issue yourself well until you have clarity, and only then

ask others to check if your approach was appropriate.

Rav Wolbe (1986)

Ennis (1987)
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Clarify the issues

Elementary Clarification

1. Focus on a question

2. Analyze arguments

3. Ask and answer questions of clarification
and/or challenge
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Consider and weigh the various components
of/approaches to the issues

The Basis for the Decision
1. Judge the credibility of a source
2. Observe, and judge observation reports

Inference

1. Deduce, and judge deduction

2. Induce, and judge induction

3. Make and judge value judgments

. Advanced Clarification

1. Define terms and judge definitions (in
dimensions of form, strategy, and
content)

2. Attribute unstated assumptions

Make a decision vy

Supposition and Integration

1. Consider and reason from premises,
reasons, assumptions, positions, and
other propositions with which a person
disagrees or about which s/he is in doubt
— without letting the disagreement or
doubt interfere with her/his thinking
("suppositional thinking")

2. Integrate the other abilities and
dispositions in making and defending a
decision
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Check with a mentor/teacher if your approach to

the issue was appropriate/accurate.
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