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The$Complex$Mitzvah:$Sukkah$and$gentiles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Timely Torah, September 26th 2021, Sukkos 5782  

This shiur is kindly sponsored by Shalom and Lori Huberfeld in honor of the 
Yahrzeit of Shalom’s grandfather - Avraham Tzvi Ben Shalom ה״ע  

 

The Challenge 
1. TB Avodah Zarah 2a-b 

 וקיחב ]וחינמו[ ת"ס אוה ךורב שודקה איבמ אבל דיתעל יאלמש 'ר אמיתיאו אפפ רב אנינח 'ר שרד
   ורכש לוטיו אבי הב קסעש ימל רמואו

The Gemara cites homiletic interpretations of the verse that was discussed earlier: “All the 
nations are gathered together, and let the peoples be assembled; who among them can 
declare this, and announce to us former matters? Let them bring their witnesses, that they 
may be justified; and let them hear, and say: It is truth” (Isaiah 43:9). Rabbi Ḥanina bar 
Pappa taught, and some say that it was Rabbi Simlai who taught: In the future, the Holy 
One, Blessed be He, will bring a Torah scroll and place it in His lap and say: Anyone who 
engaged in its study should come and take his reward. 

 רמא ]'וגו[ ודחי וצבקנ םיוגה לכ (ט ,גמ והיעשי )רמאנש איבוברעב םיבכוכ ידבוע ןיאבו ןיצבקתמ דימ
  המואו המוא לכ סנכת אלא איבוברעב ינפל וסנכת לא אוה ךורב שודקה םהל

Immediately, the nations of the world will gather together and come intermingled with 
each other, as it is stated: “All the nations are gathered together and let the peoples be 
assembled.” The Holy One, Blessed be He, will say to them: Do not enter before Me 
intermingled; rather, let each and every nation enter 
… 

 ונישע תואצחרמ הברה ונינקת םיקווש הברה ע"שבר וינפל םירמוא םתקסע יאמב ה"בקה םהל רמא
  הרותב וקסעתיש ידכ לארשי ליבשב אלא ונישע אל םלוכו וניברה בהזו ףסכ הברה

The Gemara returns to its narration of the future judgment. First, the members of the Roman 
Empire enter. The Holy One, Blessed be He, says to them: With what did you occupy 
yourselves? They say before Him in response: Master of the Universe, we have established 
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many marketplaces, we have built many bathhouses, and we have increased much silver 
and gold. And we did all of this only for the sake of the Jewish people, so that they would 
be free to engage in Torah study. 

 ןהב בישוהל םיקווש םתנקת םתישע םכמצע ךרוצל םתישעש המ לכ םלועבש םיטוש ה"בקה םהל רמא
 'ה םאנ בהזה ילו ףסכה יל (ח ,ב יגח )רמאנש אוה ילש בהזו ףסכ םכמצע ןהב ןדעל תואצחרמ תונוז
  תואבצ

The Holy One, Blessed be He, says to them: Fools of the world! Are you attempting to 
deceive Me? Everything that you did, you did for your own needs. You established 
marketplaces to place prostitutes in them; you built bathhouses for your own enjoyment; 
and as for the silver and gold that you claim to have increased, it is Mine, as it is stated: 
“Mine is the silver, and Mine the gold, said the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 2:8). 

 
 

The Second Chance 
2. TB Avodah Zarah 3a 

 תבש ברעב חרטש ימ םלועבש םיטוש ה"בקה ןהל רמא הנשענו שארמ ונל הנת ע"שבר וינפל ורמא
 הכוסו יל שי הלק הוצמ ןכ יפ לע ףא אלא תבשב לכאי ןכיהמ תבש ברעב חרט אלש ימ תבשב לכאי

  התוא ושעו וכל המש
The gentiles say before Him: Master of the Universe, give us the Torah afresh and we will 
perform its mitzvot. The Holy One, Blessed be He, says to them in response: Fools of the 
world! Do you think you can request this? One who takes pains on Shabbat eve will eat on 
Shabbat, but one who did not take pains on Shabbat eve, from where will he eat on 
Shabbat? The opportunity for performing mitzvot has already passed, and it is now too late 
to ask to perform them. But even so, I have an easy mitzva to fulfill, and its name is sukka; 
go and perform it. 
 

 םויה םויה ךוצמ יכנא רשא (אי ,ז םירבד )ביתכד יאמ יול ןב עשוהי יבר רמא אהו יכה תרמא תיצמ ימו
  רכש לוטיל םויה אלו םתושעל םויה םתושעל רחמל אלו םתושעל

The Gemara asks: And how can you say so, that it is possible to perform a mitzva after the 
end of this world? But doesn’t Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi say: What is the meaning of that 
which is written: “You shall therefore keep the commandment, and the statutes, and the 
ordinances, which I command you this day, to do them” (Deuteronomy 7:11)? This verse 
teaches that today, in this world, is the time to do them, but tomorrow, in the World-to-
Come, is not the time to do them. Furthermore, today is the time to do them, but today is 
not the time to receive one’s reward, which is granted in the World-to-Come. 
 

  סיכ ןורסח היב תילד םושמ הלק הוצמ היל ירק יאמאו ויתוירב םע אינורטב אב ה"בקה ןיאש אלא
The Gemara explains: But even so, God gave the nations an opportunity to perform a mitzva, 
as The Holy One, Blessed be He, does not deal tyrannically [beteruneya] with His creations, 
but wants them to feel that they have been judged fairly. The Gemara asks: And why does 
God call the mitzva of sukka an easy mitzva to fulfill? Because performing the mitzva 
involves no monetary loss. 
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 תפוקתב המח םהילע רידקמ אוה ךורב שודקהו וגג שארב הכוס השועו ךלוהו לטונ ]דחאו[ דחא לכ דימ
 ונממ הכילשנו ומיתורסומ תא הקתננ (ג ,ב םילהת )רמאנש אצויו ותכוסב טעבמ דחאו דחא לכו זומת
  ינמיז ימנ לארשיד םושמ ויתוירב םע אינורטב אב אוה ךורב שודקה ןיא תרמא אהו רידקמ ומיתובע

Immediately, each and every gentile will take materials and go and construct a sukka on top 
of his roof. And the Holy One, Blessed be He, will set upon them the heat [makdir] of the 
sun in the season of Tammuz, i.e., the summer, and each and every one who is sitting in his 
sukka will be unable to stand the heat, and he will kick his sukka and leave, as it is stated: 
“Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us” (Psalms 2:3). The 
Gemara asks: Why does God heat the sun over them? But didn’t you say that the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, does not deal tyrannically with His creations? The Gemara answers: This is 
not considered dealing tyrannically with the gentiles, because for the Jewish people as well, 
there are times 
 

 רוטפד יהנ הכוסה ןמ רוטפ רעטצמ אבר רמאהו ארעצ והל יוהו אגח דע זומת תפוקת והל אכשמד
  יטעבמ ימ יטועב

when the season of Tammuz extends until the festival of Sukkot, and in such years sitting in 
the sukka causes them suffering. The Gemara asks: But doesn’t Rava say that one who 
suffers in the sukka is exempt from performing the mitzva of sukka, and under these 
circumstances even a Jew is permitted to leave the sukka? If so, why are the gentiles 
criticized for leaving? The Gemara answers: Granted that one is exempt from performing the 
mitzva and is permitted to leave his sukka, but should one kick it? 
 

 ינפל קוחש ןיא קחצי ר"א' וגו קחשי םימשב בשוי (ד ,ב םילהת )רמאנש ןהילע קחשמו בשוי ה"בקה דימ
  דבלב םויה ותוא אלא ה"בקה

The Gemara resumes its narration: Immediately, the Holy One, Blessed be He, sits and 
makes sport of those gentiles, i.e., He laughs at them, as it is stated: “He that sits in heaven 
makes sport, the Lord has them in derision” (Psalms 2:4). With regard to this verse, Rabbi 
Yitzḥak says: There is no making sport for the Holy One, Blessed be He, but on that day 
alone. 

 
  
Rav Chaim Friedlander, Mashgiach of Ponovezh Yeshiva 

Different Sacrifices 
3. Mishna Torah, Maaseh Hakorbanos 3:2 

 אלָּאֶ ןהֶמֵ ןילִבְּקַמְ ןיאֵ ם''וּכּעַהָ לבָאֲ .תוֹנבָּרְקָּהַ לכָּ ןיאִיבִמְ םידִבָעֲ וֹא םישִׁנָ דחָאֶוְ םישִׁנָאֲ דחָאֶוְ
 תלַוֹע וּלּפִאֲ ."םכֶיהIֵאֱ םחֶלֶ תאֶ וּבירִקְתַ אֹל רכָנֵ ןבֶּ דיַּמִוּ( "הכ בכ ארקיו) רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ דבַלְבִּ תוֹלוֹע
 אֹלוְ םימִלָשְׁ ןהֶמֵ ןילִבְּקַמְ ןיאֵ לבָאֲ .הרָזָ הדָוֹבעֲ דבֵוֹע אוּהשֶׁ יפִּ לעַ ףאַ ירִכְנָּהַ ןמִ ןילִבְּקַמְ ףוֹעהָ
 ירִכְנָּהַ ןמִ ןתָוֹא ןילִבְּקַמְ ןיאֵ הבָדָנְוּ רדֶנֵבְּ תוֹאבָּ ןנָיאֵשֶׁ תוֹלוֹע ןכֵוְ .תוֹמשָׁאֲוַ תוֹאטָּחַ אֹלוְ תוֹחנָמְ
 :הבָדָנְ םוּשּׁמִ אֹלוְ רדֶנֵ םוּשּׁמִ תוֹאבָּ ןנָיאֵשֶׁ תוֹלוֹעמֵ הּבָּ אצֵוֹיּכַוְ תדֶלֶוֹי תלַוֹע ןוֹגכְּ
 

Kuzari II:45- 
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 םידִבְוֹעהָוְ םישִׁוּרפְּהַמֵ םכֶבָּ האֶרְנִּשֶׁ Yירִצָ היָהָ לבָאֲ ,תוֹמּדַלְוּ ריעִהָלְ תָּבְטַיהֵוְ ,תָימִּדִוְ רבֵחָהֶ תָוֹרהַ רבָכְּ :ירִזָוּכּהַ רמַאָ )המ)
  .םכֶתְלַוּזבְּ םהֵשֶׁ המַּמִ רתֵוֹי

45. Al Khazari: Thy interesting comparison has completely riveted my attention. But I should 
expect to see more hermits and ascetics among you than among other people.  

… 

 וֹקלְחֶ ףוּגּהַוְ שׁפֶנֶּהַ תוֹחכֹּמִ חַכֹּ לכָלְ תתֵלָוְ הוֶשָּׁהַ Yרֶדֶּבַּ Yאַ ,תוּשׁירִפְבִּ וּנתָוֹא הדָיבִעֱהֶ אֹל השֶׁמֹ תרַוֹתוְ :רבֵחָהֶ רמַאָ )נ)
 םעִ הטָנָּשֶׁ ימִוּ .Yפֶהֶבְוּ ,הבָשָׁחֲמַּהַ חַכֹבְּ רצֵּקִ הוָאֲתַּהַ חַכֹּ םעִ הטָנָּשֶׁ ימִוּ ,רחֵאַ חַכֹבְּ רוּצּקִ ,דחָאֶ חַכֹבְּ יוּבּרִ ילִבְּמִ קדֶצֶבְ
 ,וֹפוּג ןדֵּעַיְּשֶׁ בוֹט לבָאֲ ,הזֶרָ וֹפוּגוְ םישִׁוּלחֲ ויתָוֹחכֹוְ תוֹשׁוּלחֲ ויתָוֹואֲתַּשֶׁ ימִלְ הדָוֹבעֲ תינִעֲתַּהַ ברֹ ןיאֵוְ .וֹתלָוּזבְּ רצֵּקִ ןוֹחצָּנִּהַ
 ןכֵּשֶׁ לכָּ ,םיבִוֹטּהַ םישִׂעֲמַּהַוְ המָכְחָהַ ןמִ וֹתוֹנקְ וּהדֵירִטְיַ אֹלוְ העָיגִיְ ילִבְּמִ רתָּמֻּהַ ןמִ ןמֵּדַּזְיִ רשֶׁאֲכַּ ,הדָוֹבעֲ ןוֹממָּהַ תטַעָמְהַ אֹלוְ
  .וֹל ןוֹכנָ רתֵוֹי יוּבּרִהָ Yאַ ,םיִמָשָׁ םשֵׁלְ איצִוֹהלְ וייָּוַאֲמַוּ ,םינִבָוּ לוּפטָ וֹל שׁיֶּשֶׁ ימִלְ

50. The Rabbi: The divine law imposes no asceticism on us. It rather desires that we should keep 
the equipoise, and grant every mental and physical faculty its due, as much as it can bear, 
without overburdening one faculty at the expense of another. If a person gives way to 
licentiousness he blunts his mental faculty; he who is inclined to violence injures some other 
faculty. Prolonged fasting is no act of piety for a weak person who, having succeeded in 
checking his desires, is not greedy. For him feasting is a burden and self-denial. Neither is 
diminution of wealth an act of piety, if it is gained in a lawful way, and if its acquisition does not 
interfere with study and good works, especially for him who has a household and children.  

 

4. TB Rosh Hashana 4a 
 הּבָּ הכֶּזְאֶשֶׁ ליבִשְׁבִוּ יַנבָּ וּיחְִיּשֶׁ ליבִשְׁבִּ הקָדָצְלִ וֹז עלַסֶ רמֵוֹאהָ אָיְנתַהְָו איהִ אתָוּילְּעַמְ ואלָ יכִהָ דבֵעָדְּ ןאמַוּ
  רוּמגָּ קידִּצַ הזֶ ירֵהֲ אבָּהַ םלָוֹעהָ יֵיּחַלְ

The Gemara asks: And one who acts in this manner, is he not acting in exemplary fashion? 
Isn’t it taught in a baraita: If one gives charity, saying: I give this sela for charity in order that 
my children may live, or: I give it in order that through it I may merit life in the World-to-
Come, he is still considered a full-fledged righteous person? If so, what was wrong with the 
king bringing offerings so that the Jews would pray for his life and the life of his children? 
 

  םִיוֹגבְּ ןאכָּ לאֵרָשְִׂיבְּ ןאכָּ אָישְׁקַ אלָ
The Gemara answers: This is not difficult. Here, in the case of one who makes his charity 
conditional yet is considered to be righteous, it is referring to a Jew. This is because even if 
his condition is not fulfilled, he will not complain to God. However, there, where Cyrus was 
not given credit for his good deed because it was conditional, it is referring to gentiles. A 
gentile may come to regret his actions and complain to God if his condition is not fulfilled. 

 
5. Vayikra 6:2 

ֹז רמֹ֔אלֵ וינָ֣בָּ־תאֶוְ ן֙רֹהֲאַ־תאֶֽ וצַ֤  דקַוּתּ֥ חַבֵּ֖זְמִּהַ שׁאֵ֥וְ רקֶבֹּ֔הַ־דעַ ה֙לָיְלַּ֨הַ־לכׇּ חַבֵּ֤זְמִּהַ־לעַ\ הדָ֨קְוֹמ֩ לעַ הלָ֡עֹהָ אוהִ֣ הלָ֑עֹהָ תרַ֖וֹתּ תא֥
  ׃וֹבּֽ
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Command Aaron and his sons thus: 
This is the ritual of the burnt offering: The burnt offering itself shall remain where it is burned 
upon the altar all night until morning, while the fire on the altar is kept going on it. 
 

6. Rashi, ad loc. 
 ןוֹרסְחֶ וֹבּ שׁיֵּשֶׁ םוֹקמָבְּ זרֵזָלְ בוּתכָּהַ Yירִצָ רתֵוֹיבְּ ,ןוֹעמְשִׁ יבִּרַ רמַאָ ;תוֹרוֹדלְוּ דיָּמִ זוּרזֵ ןוֹשׁלְ אלָּאֶ וצַ ןיאֵ .ןרהא תא וצ
 :(ארפס( סיכִּ

COMMAND AARON — The expression “Command …!” always implies urging on to carry out 
a command, implying too, that it comes into force at once, and is binding upon future 
generations (cf. Rashi on this passage in Kiddushin 29a). R. Simeon said: Especially must 
Scripture urge on the fulfilment of the commands in a case where monetary loss is involved 
(Sifra, Tzav, Chapter 1 1; Kiddushin 29a). 

 

 


