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Uva I’Tzion: The World Runs on Kedushah

I. Holding Up the World
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II. A Rational Understanding of Kabbalah
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III. Backup Connections
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11. The Rav on Tefillah - pp. 295-296

There are in fact three different kinds of Kedushah. The first is really not a Kedushah that
we participate in per se. Instead we simply describe the way in which the angels sanctify G-d's
Name in the Heavens. This is the Kedushah in the first blessing of the Shema...

As for the Kedushah which constitutes an actual sanctification of G-d's Name, however,
there would seem to be two kinds.The Gemara (Chullin 91b) states that "the ministering angels
do not begin to sing praises in heaven until Israel have sung below on earth." The two go
together. Normally, man alone can only sing to G-d using the name Ad-onai, since man is
forbidden to pronounce the ineffable Name. However, the angels have no such restriction, and so
when man joins together with the angels, then he can have the intention of the ineffable Name,
and it is that intention which makes the prayer, the Kedushah, into a davar shebikedushah. [W7p1
0177 WA INX DWTPRY 2w 29WA TAw NXR.]

But there is apparently another form of Kedushah...Here, the angels and man do not
operate separately with two different intentions that are ultimately joined, but rather they
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immediately join together with one voice, as it were, reciting the ineffable Name. This joint
declaration is alluded to in the Kedushah of Mussaf according to Nusach Sefard, which declares:
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IV. Another Kedushah, Another Ashrei
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Takeaways:

1. Post-churban, Uva L’Tzion, aka Kedushah d’Sidrah, is one of the tefillos holding up in the world.
a. Davening is not over (one may not leave or take off tefillin) until after this prayer

2. When we had a Mikdash, it served as the bridge between worlds - the channel for kedushah

3. In churban, we rely on Torah (blueprint of world) and kiddush Hashem - themes of Uva L’Tzion
a. In addition to reading psukim/translations as falmud torah itself, we praise eternity of Torah
b. Kedushah d’Sidrah isn’t observation or parallel - we bridge worlds, praise tog. w/ angels

4. We conclude Shacharis with the realization that we need to invoke kedushah to receive Hashem’s

blessings. By living a life of Torah and Avodah (Kiddush Hashem) we receive His chessed.

a. This is the only way we can survive in galus until the rebuilding of the BHMK.



Intro - daughter practicing for end of year play - 72w 02w nn 9v? Avos says Torah, avodah, gemilus chasadim

e Which is a much better value system than American culture, which apparently runs on Dunkin

e This question of “what keeps the world running?”” will be our focus tonight as we discuss Uva L’Tzion

Sotah - once mikdash destroyed, world more cursed every day. How does it stand? Uva L’Tzion/kaddish agada

o (: What exactly is this curse in galus and why is it growing each day?

e (2: What happened to Torah, Avodah and Gemilus chasadim? [This would really mess up my daughter]

e Q3: If you had to pick anything - would you have picked these tefillos? What’s special about them?

o Shulchan Aruch - one should have special kavana, not leave shul before (MB - bc world stands)

o Shulchan Aruch - do not take off tefillin until after uva ltzion (Rama - and kaddish)

o Again you get impression that davening isn’t over until after uva letzion - no %3pnn until after

To answer, we need to discuss concept of Kabbalah - from a rational perspective

e Kababalah answers very rational question: where does kedusha come from, and how does it transfer?

e What makes ink and parchment have kedusha? Or consecration of an animal, or designation of terumah?
What makes this building more holy than bricks next door? What gives shabbos its kedusha?

e C(learly, there is force beyond what we can see/touch in mundane world which comes from outside this
world, infuses mundane objects, places, and times with kedusha. Kabbalah discusses these mechanics.

e But even in Toras nigleh, we see the answer is through EY, more specifically, the BHMK

o Yoma - Hashem created this world starting with makom hamikdash and branching out from there

o Rashi (Beshalach) - mikdash shel matah is connected to mikdash she maalah

This is great when we had mikdash - but what happens when there no mikdash - how is there kedusha?!
Mabharal - this is what Gemara means: in absence of mikdash, we’re left without connection and world
starts to go to rot. And it gets worse every day - exponentially! Gemara asks: in the absence of this
connection, how does the world survive? How is the kedusha being channeled? Kedusha and kaddish

o (cont) Both prayers highlight that Hashem’s kedusha still continues to flow from upper world

But now the question is: why these things? In the absence of the main bridge, why would these be the backups?

e Rashi - they both highlight the values of Torah and kiddush Hashem

e Nefesh HaChaim - Torah is blueprint G-d used to create this world [we usually reverse cause/effect!]

e Kedusha as well is our declaration that Hashem’s kedusha is everlasting. We do this in three different
parts of davening in three different ways: 1. We tell story of malachim singing kedusha in shema, 2. We
parallel malachim and try our own version on this side of the chasm, 3. We actually bridge the gap and
sing with them together!! R’ Soloveitchik - this is the difference between nekadeish and keser!

o In Uva L’Tzion we’re trying to do the lofty level 3! We recite the kedusha in Hebrew, mimicking
what malachim do, but then we also recite the aramaic translation quietly, indicating that we too
are saying kedusha WITH them! Aramaic bec not malachim and bc we all understand!

o Not observers, not parallel - but together as a way to bridge the gap between the worlds!

Now we can understand the placement of Uva L’Tzion in davening

e Aruch HaShulchan - Ashrei parallels kedusha. Since we say two in shacharis, we have two in shacharis.
Ashrei says even though Hashem is so exalted and out of this world, he sends down his blessings to
provide for us. How? Lamnatzeiach says it’s by calling out Hashem’s name and bringing him down 1y
77%2 "X - when we invoke His name and live by it in this world, we bridge the gap. Uva L’Tzion now
fits perfectly as the assurance that we will always have torah and kedusha to perpetuate Hashem’s
influence in this world, until we can earn back the BHMK and the full connection.

e Keren Orah - no stirah to Avos; torah/avodah are the 2 pillars that bring down chessed from Hashem
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