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Part A

The Bais Yaakov Journal

The Bais Yaakov Journal was a publication of Bais Yaakov and the Agudah. It was
edited by Eliezer Gershon Friedenson, from his office in £.6dz, and it appeared
monthly (or sometimes more often) from 1923 to 1939.

First Issue of Bais Yaakov Journal - 1923
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https://thebaisyaakovproject.com/person/eliezer-gershon-layzer-friedenson/

Open Dialogue

1) Seidman p. 123




Limits on Dialogue

2) Seidman p. 125




Part B

Bais Yaakov in America

Vichna Kaplan and Rabbi Boruch Kaplan
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Part C
Takeaways and Reflections on the Bais Yaakov Movement

3) Rebbetzin Dr. Judith (Rosenbaum) Grunfeld

Here among the girls, the inspiration of the chassidic life had found its way into the woman’s world.
It had formed its own style, softened and differently molded, but it was of the same fibre that made
the Hassidim crowd round their Rebbe, made them stand for hours to catch a glimpse of him, made
them unfold all their latent powers in the elevated atmosphere of chassidic devotion. No longer was
the life of the Jewish daughter empty at home. She too had her community life, her school, centre
and club, where there were comradeship and studies and well-organized activities—an outlet and a
spur for her eager ambitions.



4) Seidman, p. 221

5) Seidman, p. 148
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Part B
A Balancing Act: The Role of the Community and Rabbinic Leadership
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8) Leslie Ginsparg Klein, “A Traditional Revolutionary: Sarah Schenirer’s Legacy
Revisited,” Jewish Action

One of the most important lessons we can learn from Sarah Schenirer is how to successfully
and appropriately balance tradition and innovation. On the one hand, Sarah Schenirer was
reconnecting girls with the past and reinstating tradition. Her students and Bais Yaakov
publications stress how she embodied traditional Jewish values such as tzeniut and
followed da’at Torah. On the other hand, Sara Schenirer went about reinstating tradition in
a very modern way. She challenged convention after convention in a highly conservative
society. She called for change in an anti-innovation culture. Modest. Radical. Traditional.
Revolutionary. Can all these traits exist in one person?



Dr. Leo Deutschlander’s Eulogy for Sarah Schenirer




9) Seidman, p. 141-143

That Bais Yaakov was led by a woman who was unmarried for most of the
interwar period—and who played the role not of mother, daughter, or wife, but
rather of leader, activist, and Torah giant—was something that those writers
who preferred a bourgeois domestic discourse had to address. In a fascinating
eulogy delivered in the seminary, Leo Deutschlinder responded to the challenge
posed to Orthodoxy not by modern feminists but rather—perhaps more power-
fully—by a pious woman leader like Sarah Schenirer. Giving her credit for creat-
ing, ex nihilo, ‘an enormous achievement, a network of schools, a powerful
movement’, Deutschlinder acknowledged that this creation was not always done
only with love, with tenderness, with a smile’. She ‘demanded and protested,
Taged against those activists and leaders who were so indifferent to the burning
duestion of girls’ education’. Her commitment and fervour, Deutschlinder con-
linued, put her in a difficult position:

HO“f many times, when arguing with Torah-true men, with hasidic fathers, .With strict
admmmtrators, did she have to point to a midrash or cite a passage of Talmud in order to
Z?]E’:Sta_ntiate her principles, to build her school on healthy foundﬁ.u;?s? : S;().::Itc:; t:;:jn
Straf; in def‘ence of the purity of her mover‘nerllt, was she compe ; (_) Feht At y

8ms in order to properly respond to indifferent fathers or short-sighted adminis
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them, seeing them, participating in their life for the good of h
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valued? Why should that be?® ; it l
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suspended, for a moment, in this remarkable state—a m
Orthodox woman might feel about her exclusion from the :
covets. The next brief sentence provides the only possi

ing the reasons for strict segregation between the sexe

special honour Jewish tradition bestows upon men, ‘w

Europeans to understand’. He acknowledges that “the Jewis

in more commandments, and so deserves more respect [but

one hair away from the importance of women. For what diffe
who lays tefilin, who wears tsitsit, who sits in a sukkah, w
Jews are one, truly one.” Returning to Sarah Schenirer, h
situation could not arouse protest ‘in such a meritorious wo
No, absolutely not! Not a shred of dissatisfaction, not a hmt Igf an
tration. But was it possible to detect in her a kind of resignation,
Oh well! What was there to be done about it? She was what she v
changing that. But no! Not a hint of resignation, no sign of compl
clue that she was dissatsfied with her lot. At peace with herself.
;‘ﬂ’“_& every restraint that was put on her, every limitation
w;los;-al:,‘rhu t00 is the will of God. ‘Blessed [is the One] who made |
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10) Seidman p. 269-273

On the Occasion of our World Congress[1929]
The Eve of the Congress

And so the Orthodox woman has awakened from her long,
has begun to organize. From day to day her work for socie
pride she carries the Torah banner of old, around which all t
congregate.

This month all the delegates chosen by religious Jewish women will gather in

Vienna to create a world organization of Orthodox Jewish women.
been long since we first established the

lethargic sleep and
ty intensifies, with
he women of Israel

"2 It has not
Bnos organization in Poland, and already

he powerful voice of the religious Jewish

- She is no longer isolated either in her
thoughts or aspirations, the daughter of Israel who knows the Jewish sources,
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munity will regard our congress with suspicion and fear and see it as a devia-
tion—God forbid—from Israel of old.

But these same pious Jews should know that this conference of Orthodox
women is a necessary response to the dangers that prey on our sisters from vari-
ous secularist directions. Et la’asot lahashem, ‘It is time to act for the Lord’—from
this perspective must our public efforts be understood.

We have recently been hearing about other women’s congresses, which pres-
ent themselves as if they were the sole representatives of the masses of Jewish
women and put forth various resolutions that stand in absolute contradiction
to the ideals and aspirations of religious women. Even though no one has
appointed them to do so, they take upon themselves the right to proclaim varj-
ous slogans agamst the spirit of our Torah and launch false accusations agams;
our Torah sages.™ Just recently we heard of a women’s congress where certain
things were said and written about the agunah question and about women’s _,"
frage that we Orthodox women would never have dreamed of saying—although
we know the meaning of “women’s rights’ perfectly well, and no one feels more
deeply than we do the plight of the unfortunate agunah." But we also know thal
the Torah and Jewish law are supreme. And that is why we religious wome
just the same way as religious men, submit to the Torah and Jewish law, which
always works for our benefit and happiness.

Our congress is necessary right now for just these reasons. From our sped e
podium it must boldly be proclaimed that all those other women have no right to speak
the name of the religious Jewish woman. The aims, approaches, and ideals
great masses of religious Jewish women must be made clear before the
world. The Jewish world must know that thousands and tens of thous

Jewish women all over the globe cling to the Jewish religion and wish to conti
to spin the golden thread of Jewish tradition. '

But that does not mean that we do not have many problems requiringint
resolution. Family purity, luxury and fashion, the education of our childrer
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so on.' The weightiest issue we are facing now is how to combat the Parisian
way of raising children, which increasingly threatens the Jewish family.

Our task must also be to find ways and means to fight for the protection of the
Jewish daughter and her moral improvement."”

It will be a great day when we come together to collectively consider how to
improve Jewish family life and return the sanctity to Jacob’s tent.

Itwill also be a great sanctification of God’s name before the eyes of the world
that our congress is taking place at the same time as the second World Congress
of Agudath Israel. The honour and esteem of Orthodox Jews will be strength-
ened when, at the same moment as the sons of Israel declare in ringing tones
their faithfulness to the God of Israel. the daughters of Israel proclaim to Ortho-
dox Jewry: "We are with you!’

During the great days of the month of Elu] this year, we will fulfil “We will go
with our sons and our daughters, for we must observe the Lord’s festival’ [Exod.
10: 9], and this will be remembered for generations as the great holiday of the
revival of the entire Jewish people.

14



