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Yotzeir Ohr and Shema: Light, Darkness, and Faith

I. Pesukei D’Zimra (cont)
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II. A Fight Among Angels
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III. 1 Can Say It With My Eyes Closed
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IV. Light and Dark, Good and Evil
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22. “The Longest Berachah” by R’ Yisroel Reisman (“Pathways of the Prophets” - p. 218)

The sanctification of Hashem's Name at all times - in times of joy and times of pain alike
- is the theme of the first berachah of Krias Shema...

The Mussar masters would say that a person cannot begin to work on emunah and
bitachon during times of tragedy. It takes great strength to live a life focused on emunah and
bitachon. When the going is good, when things are running smoothly, this is the time to prepare
for life's challenges. When a person finds himself in a hospital bed, it is too late to begin working
on faith. When someone loses his job, it is not the moment to teach him that everything Hashem
does is for the best. This attitude must be learned and absorbed before a person's moment of

challenge arrives.

Shema and its berachos are the daily training session for a baal bitachon. We begin
birchos Krias Shema by recognizing that all angels — those that we want to meet, and those that
we would prefer not to encounter — are messengers from Hashem. All come on the same
mission. They are all beloved, flawless, mighty, and holy. We then close our eyes in
concentration and solemnly proclaim the Shema, affirming our faith in a God of Justice who is
also the God of Mercy.

It is a lot to think about — especially on a weekday morning when the chazzan often
speeds through the davening...Slow down! It takes an extra minute to think as you recite the
words. “Kulam ahuvim — they are all beloved. Kulam giborim - they are all mighty.” How Klal
Yisrael suffers in galus from displays of Heavenly might! But “kulam osim retzon Konam —
they are all fulfilling Hashem's Will.”

Take the time to recite this berachah with concentration, every day, and you will be well
prepared to handle the challenges of life.

Takeaways:
1. Building on Pesukei D’Zimra, we praise creation to deepen faith and love for Hashem
2. Analyzing events of the world raises a crisis of faith - just like the dispute between angels
a. Just as all angels are beloved and accepted, we too accept all the ways of Hashem
3. Perfect intro to Shema: acknowledge our limited vision, affirm Hashem is the One source
4. This is the deeper “light and dark™ we are attributing to Hashem

a. This is our daily chance to work on real, deep emunah and bitachon for life



