.\'\3‘ w’),)

W

Pasi Z\C,\*‘z

'R 9RTPI 9927 :N12IND
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

\3g
W28 2y

N

Y bov {_»\"

[

Rabbi Jonathan Ziring, /s Time for Yeshivas fo Fight Rape Culture, Nov 2 ‘14

https://forward.com/opinion/20836 1 /its-time-for-yeshivas-to-fightrape-culture/

When studying Talmud, it's easy to be desensitized to the real-life implications of even the most sensitive issues — rape,
for example. So, as we at Yeshivat Har Etzion study the third chapter of the Talmudic tractate Ketubot, a chapter devoted
to the crimes of rape and seduction, it's easy to forget (especially when using the Hebrew terms) that “ ones v-mefateh”
are not just legal categories, but traumatic events that affect real people. To combat that, my yeshiva arranged two
presentations this week to ensure that | and the other students fully grasp what's at stake in discussions of rape and
sexual assault.

The first, as our teacher Rabbi Shmuel Shimoni noted, was meant to highlight the human dimensions, and therefore
avoided both Jewish legal and secular legal issues. The yeshiva invited Yonina Fallenberg, Director of the Rape Crisis
Center for Religious Women in Tel Aviv, to speak at this presentation....

There's another aspect to consider when trying to ground Torah in reality, and that is understanding how modern value
judgments relate to those of the Torah. The Talmud seems to relate to rape as just an extreme case of assault. Yet modern
society treats it as a crime unto itself. What do we do with that? Rabbi Mosheh Lichtenstein spent an hour and a half
with us — until 12:30 am! — exploring different models of how to deal with this tension...
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