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Oil Miracles: Models for Religious Life???
Rabbi Moshe Shulman
Young Israel of Saint Louis - Yom lyun, Chanukah 5782

and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. 16 The jar of
meal was not spent, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to
the word of the LORD, which He spoke by Elijah.
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1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the
prophets unto Elisha, saying: 'Thy servant my husband is dead; and
thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD; and the creditor
is come to take unto him my two children to be bondmen.' 2 And
Elisha said unto her: 'What shall | do for thee? tell me; what hast
thou in the house?' And she said: 'Thy handmaid hath not any thing
in the house, save a pot of oil." 3 Then he said: 'Go, borrow thee
vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow
not a few. 4 And thou shalt go in, and shut the door upon thee and
upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels; and thou shalt
set aside that which is full.' 5 So she went from him, and shut the
door upon her and upon her sons; they brought the vessels to her,
and she poured out. 6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were
full, that she said unto her son: 'Bring me yet a vessel." And he said
unto her: "There is not a vessel more." And the oil stayed. 7 Then
she came and told the man of God. And he said: 'Go, sell the oil,
and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons of the rest.'
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It was taught: There was an incident where one man’s Wlfe died,
and she left him a son to nurse, and he did not have money to pay
the wages of a wet-nurse. And a miracle was performed on his
behalf, and he developed breasts like the two breasts of a woman,
and he nursed his son. Rav Yosef said: Come and see how great
this person is that a miracle of that magnitude was performed on
his behalf. Abaye said to him: On the contrary, how
dishonorable is this person that the order of creation was
altered on his behalf.
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What is Hanukkah? The Sages taught: On the twenty-fifth of
Kislev, the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on
them and one may not fast on them.... When the Greeks entered
the Sanctuary they defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary.
And when the Hasmonean monarchy overcame and emerged
victorious over them, they searched and found only one cruse of
oil that was placed with the seal of the High Priest. And there was
sufficient oil there to light for only one day. A miracle occurred
and they lit from it eight days. Another year the Sages instituted
those days and made them holidays with hallel and thanksgiving.
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8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying: 9 'Arise, get
thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there;
behold, | have commanded a widow there to sustain thee.' 10 So
he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the gate of
the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called
to her, and said: 'Fetch me, | pray thee, a little water in a vessel,
that | may drink.' 11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to
her, and said: 'Bring me, | pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand.'
12 And she said: 'As the LORD thy God liveth, | have not a cake,
only a handful of meal in the jar, and a little oil in the cruse; and,
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that | may go in and dress it for
me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.' 13 And Elijah said
unto her: 'Fear not; go and do as thou hast said; but make me
thereof a little cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and afterward
make for thee and for thy son. 14 For thus saith the LORD, the
God of Israel: The jar of meal shall not be spent, neither shall the
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the
land." 15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah;
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Ten things were created on the eve of the Sabbath at twilight, and these

are they: [1] the mouth of the earth, [2] the mouth of the well, [3] the

mouth of the donkey, [4] the rainbow, [5] the manna, [6] the staff [of

Moses], [7] the shamir, [8] the letters, [9] the writing, [10] and the
tablets.
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