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your friend.” But is this law really derived from here? The law is actually
derived from Deuteronomy: From where do we know that one must return a
lost body [in addition to lost objects]? Scripture teaches, “And you shall return
it to him.” Because from this I would have thought it applies only when a - 39593 %37 : NN Y DN
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thus informs us that one must.
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die and one should not witness the death of his fellow. This was
accepted until R’ Akiva came and taught, “The Torah says, ‘That your
brother may live with you’ implying that your own life takes precedence
over your fellow’s life.”
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Rav Issi was captured in Safsufa. Rav Yochanan said, “[We might 1137 739 NN NNVIVI PITPNODIN I
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in this case he must allow him to cut off the limb, since it will not
kill him, and the proof is [paraphrasing] that we violate Shabbat
to save a life, but not to save a limb, thus the hierarchy is: life,



Shabbat, limb. So we should sacrifice a limb to save a life. And NN IMNX IMT TAX N PRY 1NINDNN

you wanted to know if we should rely on this position. .. 2910 NNTIV TAR IR W) MPI 2910 NI
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[the Torah’s] ways are ways of pleasantness” and it is required
that the laws of our Torah should accord with the intellect and
logic. And how could it occur to anyone that a person should be
required to allow someone to blind his eye or cut off his arm or
leg so that that person should not kill his friend. Therefore, I do
not see a reason to require this, although it is a righteous act, and
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praised is someone who can live up to this. And if there is a DIV PON 1% 590 MV MID DD ¥
potential risk to his own life (bV allowing the limb to be severed), TINIINI .DYIANT INTNND PTY DT XPYODT
to allow this would be foolish righteousness, for your doubtful NN TMYY

risk is weightier than your friend’s definite risk. This is what
seems correct to me.
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themselves into this danger. However, it all depends on the
circumstance which must be weighed precisely as one shouldn’t
safeguard themselves more than necessary, about whom this it says “I
will show him the salvation of God.” And “whoever preserves a single
life is considered by Scripture to have preserved an entire world.”

I1. Individual Risk for the sake of the Community
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II1. Communal Risk

Jonathan Sacks, “Torah Umadda: The Unwritten Chapter,” Tradition 53, no. 3 (Summer
2021): 201

The lack of appeal of Torah Umadda in our time is a symptom of one of the most devastating
effects of secularization: the privatization of religion. Judaism is experienced as a phenomenon
of private life. There — in the home, school, and synagogue — it makes immediate sense. But we
are far less sure as to what Judaism might mean in the public domain. That is why the one branch
of Jewish ethics to have flourished in recent years is medical ethics — for most medical questions
involve private decisions between patient and doctor. But on public questions, the discussion has
been meager.
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Jonathan Sacks, Morality (2020): 309

I call the move from “We” to “I”” cultural climate change. But there is a difference between this
and environmental climate change. For us to make a significant different to environmental
climate change, billions of people must change the ways they act. That is because the
environment is global. But culture is more local, especially when it concerns the tone and tenor
of our relationships. To begin to make a difference, all we need to do is to change ourselves. To
act morally. To be concerned with the welfare of others. To be someone people trust. To give. To
volunteer. To listen. To smile. To be sensitive, generous, caring. To do any of these things is to
make an immediate difference, not only to our own life but to those whose lives we touch.

Morality is about us each of us in our own sphere of interaction, taking responsibility. We don’t
have to wait for the world to change for our lives to change.



