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28:3-6 Philistine invasion, Shaul’s desperation (continued)
1. Google Maps, Shunem to Gilboa
Reineh Kfar Kama Kinneret
Nof HaGalil : Kinneret-kvutsa
b Yavneel E
Nazareth m
Kfar Tavor Gl
gda Afikim
Emek |
<
oo
' == ‘_V'J
Gazit BY RS
hr 45 min Nin A2
26.8 km Gesher\ = no

Shunem __J

[
-
s 9
A 5 hr 40 min < Mug
26.5km A
" (7
A Ein Harod-Ihud Yardega
£ 5hr29 min BeiiHiaShita 5  wa
25.7 kn IZU 5
I\ = N2 9 Chavkh
~ Sde Nahum A Shaykh
=2 A7 Beit Alfa §, Husam
ya Jalaman Nir David '\,)I\/\ - ,.L
Arranah Beit She'an
nun N i \
! -
S© Mount Gilboa <
Beit Qad M Ein HaNatsiv g
anin \ [
2. Guilty? Divrei haYamim | 10:13-14

3. Rashi to Shemuel | 28:6
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“Also of the urim" — Because he killed Nov, city of the Kohanim, he was not answered.

4. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 28:3
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When prophecy fell upon Shemuel, the house was filled with light and through this there were many prophets in Israel,
as | explained on 3:21... And therefore during his time there was a band of prophets in his study hall in Nayot in
Ramah. But after his death this readiness (for prophecy) left, and the influence that flowed from him ascended. And
when Shaul sought the word of Gd, to know what would be at the end of the wrath in war, the prophets did not say
“Where is Gd” and Gd did not speak with them, and the holders of the urim v’fummim did not know how to speak, and
even those who inquire in dreams, which is lower than the level of information from the Sechel HaPoel, they had lost
that grasp...

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 28:7
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The commentators have written that since he later sought an ov, it was as though he had not sought Hashem. And | think
that they did not understand the true meaning of the text. The text did not say that Shaul died because he did not inquire
of Hashem, and it did not intend to say this. But it said Shaul died for his trespass against Hashem by not following
Hashem'’s word. This was in Gilgal and the war with Amalek. And it mentioned his disgrace in that he did not inquire
of Hashem there, for he should have asked in Gilgal before bringing the burnt offerings... And he also should have
asked prophets, a kohen or a dream interpreter in the war with Amalek, whether to spare Agag and the best of the
sheep efc..... And when he died he went to seek an ov and investigate what would be. Why then, when sinning, did
he not do this, not seeking Hashem?

6. Malbim to Shemuel | 28:6
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There is a difference between she‘eilah and derishah. Derishah is to seek and inquire of Hashem with his whole heart
and with prayer; had he done this, he would have removed the decree (at least temporarily) and he would have been
answered. But he was not doreish, he only asked, just she ‘eilah. Evidence of this is in the order. First he asked of dreams,
then the urim, then the prophets. He should have asked of the prophets first; they draw from the source. Then the urim,
which is only a manifestation of ruach hakodesh. And then the dreams, which is of a light level. This was because he
did not set his heart to be doreish Hashem; he began with the lightest, far from holiness, which didnt need great
readiness.

28:7-10 Shaul seeks an Ov

7. IMDB, Bewitched https://m.imdb.com/title /10057733 /trivia/

The names of Samantha and Endora parallel the Biblical story of the Witch of Endor (I Samuel 28:7). In the passage,
Saul seeks a medium (traditionally referred to as a witch) at a place called Endor, bring up the spirit of Samuel.

8. Radak to Shemuel | 28:7
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It said “woman”, not man, because such deeds were more common among women than among men, for they are less
intellectual. And for this reason the Torah uses the feminine mechashefah.

9. Talmud, Megillah 14b
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How could Yoshiyahu abandon Yirmiyahu and send for her? In the yeshiva of Rabbi Shilah they explained: Because

women are merciful. Rabbi Yochanan said: Yirmiyahu was away, bringing back the ten tribes...

10. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 26:7
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What was Shaul like at that moment2 Like a woman who is with her lover and she swears by her husband’s life. So
Shaul inquired of ovand yidoni and swore to her “By Hashem's Life”...

11. Midrash, Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer 33
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And he went to En Dor to the woman, Tzefaniah, mother of Avner, and he asked of her for ov...

12. Rabbi David Luria, Commentary to Pirkei d’'Rabbi Eliezer 33:72
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13. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 26:7
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14. Similar escorts Shemuel | 14:8-12, Shoftim 7:9-15

15. Midrash Tehillim 52:5
LORRIY L0032 VI WP ROW LKW AR 77 L,(7: 09AR) 'Y 027 30 KD MIXn 0w 70w K

Shlomo said, “The one who guards the mitzvah will know no evil” - This is Avner and Amasa, who did not let him touch

the kohanim, as it says...

16. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 28:7
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17. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 28:10
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