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Basic Introduction to Talmud
First Meeting: Introduction to the Oral Torah

Idan Rakovsky - irakovsky@torontotorah.com

1. Deuteronomy 9:10 n=9 0T

And the LORD gave me the two
tablets of stone inscribed by the
finger of God, with the exact words
that the LORD had addressed to you
on the mountain out of the fire on
the day of the Assembly.

2. Pirkei Avot 11

Moses received the Torah at Sinai
and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua
to the elders, and the elders to the
prophets, and the prophets to the
Men of the Great Assembly. They
said three things: Be patient in [the
administration of justice, raise many
disciples and make a fence round the
Torah.

The Oral Torah was given along

with the Written Torah at Mount

Sinai:
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3. Berakhot 5a:3

And Rabbi Levi bar Hama said
that Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish
said: God said to Moses, “Ascend to
me on the mountain and be there,
and [ will give you the stone
tablets and the Torah and the
mitzva that [ have written that
you may teach them” (Exodus
24:12), meaning that God revealed to
Moses not only the Written Torah,
but all of Torah, as it would be
transmitted through the generations.
The “tablets” are the ten
commandments that were written
on the tablets of the Covenant,

the “Torah” is the five books of
Moses.

The “mitzva” is the Mishna, which
includes explanations for the mitzvot
and how they are to be performed.
“That I have written” refers to
the Prophets and Writings,
written with divine inspiration.
“That you may teach them” refers
to the Talmud, which explains the
Mishna.

These explanations are the
foundation for the rulings of
practical halakha. This verse teaches
that all aspects of Torah were
given to Moses from Sinai.
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4. Rambam Introduction to the

Mishnah 2:1

Know that each commandment that
the Holy One, blessed be He, gave to
Moshe, our teacher — peace be upon
him — was given to him with its
explanation. He would say to him the
commandment and afterward tell
him its explanation and content; and
[so too with] everything that is
included in the Book of the Torah.
And the manner of its teaching to
Israel is as it is said (Eruvin 54b - in
Chapter 5),

5. Rambam Introduction to the

Mishnah 2:14-17

And behold for you an example:
When the Holy One, blessed be He,
said to Moshe, "You shall live in
booths seven days" (Leviticus 23:42);
afterward, He made known that this
booth is an obligation on males [and]
not on females, and that sick people
are not obligated in it, nor are
wayfarers; and that it only be
covered with that which grows from
the ground, and that he should not
cover it with wool or silk or vessels -
even from that which grows from
the ground - for example,
comforters and pillows and clothes.
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And he made known that eating and
drinking and sleeping in it is all an
obligation; and that its space should
not be less than seven
finger-breadths long on seven
finger-breadths wide, and that the
height of the booth not be less than
ten finger-breadths.

The prohibition of writing the

Oral Torah:

6. Exodus 34:27

And the LORD said to Moses: Write
down these commandments, for in
accordance with these
commandments I make a covenant
with you and with Israel.

7. Gittin 60b:5

Rabbi Yehuda bar Nahmani, the
disseminator for Rabbi Shimon
ben Lakish, expounded as follows:
It is written: “Write you these
matters” (Exodus 34:27), and it is
written later in that same verse:
“For on the basis of [al pi] these
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matters.” How can these texts be
reconciled? They mean to teach:
Matters that were written you
may not express them orally [al
peh], and matters that were taught
orally you may not express them
in writing. The school of Rabbi
Yishmael taught: The word “these”
in the mitzva recorded in the verse
“Write you these matters” is used
here in an emphatic sense: These
matters, i.e., those recorded in the
Written Law, you may write, but
you may not write halakhot, i.e.,
the mishnayot and the rest of the Oral
Law.

8. Temurah 14b:2

Rabbi Yohanan said: Those who
write halakhot are considered like
those who burn the Torah, and
one who learns from written
halakhot does not receive the
reward of studying Torah.
Evidently, it is prohibited to send
halakhot in letters.

Rabbi Yehuddah Hannasi writes
down the Oral Torah:
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9. Sanhedrin 88b:7

From the time that the disciples of
Shammai and Hillel grew in
number, and they were disciples
who did not attend to their
masters to the requisite degree,
dispute proliferated among the
Jewish people and the Torah
became like two Torahs. Two
disparate systems of halakha
developed, and there was no longer a
halakhic consensus with regard to
every matter.

10. Rambam Introduction to the

Mishnah 11:10

But when the diligence of the
students towards wisdom slackened
and their reasoning weakened - in
comparison to the reasoning of Hillel
and Shammai - disagreement
occurred among them in the
investigation of many things; as the
reasoning of each and every one of
them was according to his intellect
and to what he had in hand of the
fundamentals.

11. Psalms 119:126
It is a time to act for the LORD,
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for they have violated Your teaching.

The basic principles in Halackhic

decisions:

12. Mishnah Eduyot 1:5

And why do they record the opinion
of a single person among the many,
when the halakhah must be
according to the opinion of the
many? So that if a court prefers the
opinion of the single person it may
depend on him. For no court may set
aside the decision of another court
unless it is greater than it in wisdom
and in number. If it was greater than
it in wisdom but not in number, in
number but not in wisdom, it may
not set aside its decision, unless it is
greater than it in wisdom and in
number.
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13. Menachot 43a:15

The Sages taught in a baraita:
Everyone is obligated in the
mitzva of ritual fringes, including
priests, Levites, Israelites,
converts, women, and Canaanite
slaves. Rabbi Shimon deems
women exempt, because the
mitzva of ritual fringes is a positive,
time-bound mitzva, and women
are exempt from every positive,
time-bound mitzva.
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