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Giants Of #23: Rashi / Tosafot / Rabbeinu Tam

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Rashi (continued)
1. Rabbi Menachem Meiri, Introduction to Pirkei Avot
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And the head of all compositions composed as explanations is the explanation of Rashi z”l. If there are many who
battle against him, his weapons are with him and his answers from within his words are entirely correct for those who
understand. His stature is only recognizable to special individuals, for with one word he sometimes includes answers
to bundles of questions...

2. Rashi, Teshuvot #9
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And that which he wrote in his question: Of the outer, northern rooms (Yechezkel 40:17), that he cannot understand

where they begin in the west, how much space they occupy in the east, and where they begin on the inside, and how

much space they occupy externally. | don’t have anything to add to what | explained in the notes, but | will draw their

shape and send it to him.

3. Rashi to Bereishit 3:8
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There are many midreshei aggada, and our masters already ordered them on their foundation in Bereishit Rabbah

(19:6) and other bodies of midrash. | have come only to explain the simple meaning of the text, and the Aggadah

which resolves the text, each statement in its place.

4. Rashi, Introduction to Shir haShirim
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“Gd said one thing; | heard two.” One verse leads to multiple explanations, and in the end there is no verse that
leaves its peshat and meaning. And although the prophets spoke with metaphors, one must establish the metaphor on
its foundation and order, as the verses are arranged, one after the other.
And | saw in this book multiple midrashim of aggadah. Some arrange this entire book in one midrash, some are
scattered in multiple midrashim of aggado#, individual verses, and they do not match the language of the text and
order of the verses. And | said to myself to take the meaning of the text, to resolve their explanations in order, and |
will establish the midrashim of our Rabbis, each midrash in its place.

5. Rashbam, Commentary to Bereishit 37:2
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And even Rabbeinu Shlomo, father of my mother, who illuminated the eyes of the exile who explained the Torah,

Neviim and Ketuvim, put his heart to explain the simple meaning of the verse. And I, Shmuel ben Rabbi Meir his son-

inlaw of blessed memory, argued with him and before him, and he acknowledged to me that if he had the time, he

would have to prepare additional commentaries according to the peshat which are renewed daily.

6. Rabbi Menachem Meiri, Introduction to Pirkei Avot
.92 77997 P09 1PIYR 02 PO ROW ROX...
...but he did not direct them to halachic rulings at all.



7. Responsa of Rabbi David ibn Abi Zimra (Radbaz) 4:108
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Where none of these three factors apply, no one said [to force chalitzah] other than Rashi z”l... Therefore, anyone

who rules in Candia to compel chalitzah is entirely mistaken in relying on Rashi against all of the great Gaonim. All

the more so when we have a great principle that Rashi z”| is an explicator, not a posek. Better to rely on the poskim.

8. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Beit Yosef to Tur Orach Chaim 10:6

797 770230 707 9" wRIM 221777 79 17 1P00 K21 R wen MW7 1190 0w WD waon R ATYRT RO 7997 P
2"r "anao

As far as Halachah it appears that even though the Rosh explains as Rashi does, since Rashi is an explicator and not

a posek the Rambam and the Rosh z”| are one versus one, and the law follows the Rambam z”I.

The Baalei haTosafot

9. Rabbi Dr. Aryeih Leibowitz, The Emergence and Development of Tosafot on the Talmud
https://hakirah.org/Vol15Leibowitz.pdf

Rashi’s line-by-line explanations of the entire talmudic corpus opened the book of the Talmud in a way that was
previously unparalleled. However his commentary was a local commentary, and he did not seek to analyze each line
of the Talmud in context of the entire talmudic corpus. Rashi’s Talmud commentary focused on the local discussion,
and he chose explanations that presented the local passage with the most clarity, even if this required ignoring a
relevant discussion in another tractate. This was not the case with the Tosafists. Working with an assumption that the
entire talmudic corpus was one unified text—an assumption that Rashi likely agreed with but did not focus on when
composing his commentary—the early Tosafists focused their work on more global, corpus-wide analysis.

Yet their broader focus did not preclude their attention to local issues. Before engaging in any dialectic analysis, the
Tosafists engaged in a close reading of the local passage, providing further elucidation of the talmudic discussion.
Indeed, the early Tosafists were likely seeking to complement, and not replace, the commentary of their ancestor
Rashi, and it could be that for this intention they received the name 7osafot, meaning additions.

10. Rabbi Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, Shem haGedolim, Maarechet haSefarim n #20: Tosafot
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Know that sometimes we find that the Rishonim — Ramban, Rashba, Ritva, Ran and the like - cite in the name of
Tosafot, and in the Tosafot we have that novelty or answer or law is not found at all. This is because many gedolim
prepared fosafot, and when the Talmud was published, whoever had some fosafot with him for some volume, whoever
it was from, put it in the edition. Therefore, the fosafoton our Talmud are not of one author...
One should not ask from Tosafot on this volume against Tosafot in another volume, unless in both places the name is
Ri, Rabbeinu Tam and the like. But where in both places it is unattributed on should not ask, for there is no clear-cut
sign that one author composed the fosafotin both places. But where the two places are in Tosafot on one volume, then
it is a question and an answer is required. This is obvious.

11.Rabbi Dr. Ephraim Kanarfogel
From Germany to Northern France and Back Again: A Tale of Two Tosafist Centres
https://repository.yu.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12202/6481 /Ephraim_Kanarfogel_From_Germany_to_North-

1.pdf
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12. Some of the Tosafot from France

e Rabbeinu Meir ben Shemuel of Ramerupt, married Rashi’s daughter Yocheved
e Rabbi Yehudah ben Natan (Rivan), married Rashi’s daughter Miriam

e Rabbeinu Shemuel ben Meir (Rashbam), son of Rabbeinu Meir

e Rabbeinu Yitzchak (Rivam), son of Rabbeinu Meir

e Rabbeinu Yaakov (Tam), son of Rabbeinu Meir

e Rabbeinu Simchah of Vitry marries daughter of Rabbeinu Meir

e Rabbeinu Yitzchak (Ri haZaken), grandson of Rabbeinu Meir

13. Some of the Tosafot from Germany

e Rabbi Yitzchak ben Asher Halevi (Riva), student of Rashi
e Rabbi Eliezer ben Natan (Raavan)

e Rabbi Eliezer ben Yoel Halevi (Raavyah)

e Rabbi Eliezer of Worms

e Rabbeinu Simchah of Speyer

Rabbeinu Tam

14.Dr. Haym Soloveitchik, 7he Tosafist Movement, Collected Essays, pp. 6-7

The greatness of Rabbenu Tam did not lie in his discovery of dialectic - that is systematically employed in most
discussions of the Talmud - but rather in the scope and depth of his use of it. Rabbenu Tam's influence extended over
the entire talmudic corpus; he scarcely treated a topic that he did not revolutionize by dialectic. He was able to offer
many hundreds, probably thousands, of legal distinctions that subsequent thinkers found, and to this day still find,
essential for any understanding of talmudic law. So fecund were his ideas and so productive was his mode of thinking
that this type of analysis has continued to the present day. In brief, Rabbenu Tam rewrote halachic thought by his
revival and use of dialectic and made this method an indispensable tool of talmudic study.

15. Rabbi Moshe Sofer (18t-19t century Pressburg), Chatam Sofer, Responsum Choshen Mishpat 116
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The practice in all of our exiles is that we follow the majority for all such matters. If we were to wait for unanimity then
no affair would be concluded, and the community would be damaged. It appears to me that for the same reason,
even Rabbeinu Tam, who rules that the community cannot take punitive action to protect a community standard unless
there was unanimous agreement to the standard at the outset, rules that way only as far as the letter of the law. He
would agree that as a matter of common practice the majority may force an individual to do as they say...

16.Rabbeinu Tam, Responsa of Baalei haTosafot 11
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You also wrote that one should not change the custom, because of concern for slander [regarding earlier practices].

AanM (minhag) is DINA (Gehennom) in reverse! For fools may have done thus, but sages did not do thus.



