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1. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Does scientific knowledge contradict religious belief?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jc4dmSo-ls 

Scientific knowledge doesn't contradict religious belief, and I believe, religiously, that it can't 

contradict religious belief because the G-d of Revelation, the G-d we encounter in our sacred 

texts, is also the G-d of Creation.. But they really are very different worlds. The way I put it is: 

science takes things apart to see how they work, religion puts things together to see what they 

mean. 

 

2. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, The Great Partnership: Science, Religion, and the Search for 

Meaning, pg 211 

The idea that there is a conflict between religion and science draws heavily on Greek myth, 

specifically the myth of Prometheus.  Prometheus was a figure unique among Greek deities, a 

god who liked human beings.  For their sake he stole the secret of fire from Zeus and gave it to 

mortals.  For this he was punished by Zeus… Embedded in this myth is a profound conviction 

that the universe is hostile to humankind, that knowledge and its pursuit are dangerous, even 

sinful, and that it is a zero-sum conflict in which either the gods or humankind win.  Hence either 

religion or science, but not both. 

 

3. Pirkei Avot 3:14 (Sefaria.org) 

לֶׁם נִבְרָא בְצֶׁ נֶׁאֱמַרחִבָה   .הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, חָבִיב אָדָם שֶׁ ם, שֶׁ לֶׁ נִבְרָא בְצֶׁ ם אֱלֹ( בראשית ט) יְתֵרָה נוֹדַעַת לוֹ שֶׁ לֶׁ ים  קִ כִי בְצֶׁ

ת הָאָדָם  .עָשָה אֶׁ

He used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in the image [of G-d]. Especially beloved is 

he for it was made known to him that he had been created in the image [of G-d], as it is said: “for 

in the image of G-d He made man” (Genesis 9:6). 

 

4. Masechet Brachot 58a (The William Davidson Digital Edition, Sefaria.org)  

חָלַק מֵחׇכְמָתוֹ לִירֵאָיו״. חַכְמֵי אוּמּוֹת הָעוֹלָם,  ה חַכְמֵי יִשְרָאֵל, אוֹמֵר ״בָרוּךְ … שֶׁ נָתַן  תָנוּ רַבָנַן: הָרוֹאֶׁ אוֹמֵר: ״בָרוּךְ … שֶׁ

 מֵחׇכְמָתוֹ לְבָשָר וָדָם״ 

The Sages taught: One who sees the Sages of Israel recites: Blessed…Who has shared of 

His wisdom with those who revere Him. One who sees Sages of the nations of the world 

recites: Blessed…Who has given of His wisdom to flesh and blood. 

 

5. Bereshit 3:11-13 (JPS 1985 Translation) 

ר  ֹּאמֶׁ בֵץ וְאֵ ה' וַי תַח חַטָאת רֹּ ל־קָיִן לָמָּה חָרָה לָךְ וְלָמָּה נָפְלוּ פָנֶׁיךָ׃ הֲלוֹא אִם־תֵיטִיב שְאֵת וְאִם לֹּא תֵיטִיב לַפֶׁ יךָ תְשוּקָתוֹ  אֶׁ לֶׁ

 : וְאַתָה תִמְשׇל־בוֹ

And the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you distressed, And why is your face fallen?  Surely, if you 

do right, There is uplift. But if you do not do right Sin couches at the door; Its urge is toward 

you, Yet you can be its master.” 

 

6. Masechet Sotah 14a (The William Davidson Digital Edition, Sefaria.org) 

פְשָר לוֹ לְאָדָם לְהַלֵךְ אַחַר שְכִינָה וַהֲלֹּא כְבָר נֶׁאֱמַר קֵ בְרַבִי חֲנִינָא מַאי דִכְתִיב אַחֲרֵי ה׳ אֱלֹוְאָמַר רַבִי חָמָא   ם תֵלֵכוּ וְכִי אֶׁ יכֶׁ

 . יךָ אֵש אוֹכְלָה הוּאקֶׁ כִי ה׳ אֱלֹ

And Rabbi Ḥama, son of Rabbi Ḥanina, says: What is the meaning of that which is written: 

“After the Lord your G-d shall you walk, (Deuteronomy 13:5)? But is it actually possible for 

a person to follow the Divine Presence? But hasn’t it already been stated: “For the Lord 

your G-d is a devouring fire, a jealous G-d” (Deuteronomy 4:24). He explains: 
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ל הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא מָה הוּא מַלְבִיש עֲרוּמִּים דִכְתִיב וַיַעַש ה׳ אֱלֹ לָא לְהַלֵךְ אַחַר מִדוֹתָיו שֶׁ ים לְאָדָם וּלְאִשְתוֹ כׇתְנוֹת עוֹר  קִ אֶׁ

יקֵר חוֹלִים דִכְתִיב וַיֵרָא אֵלָיו ה׳ בְאֵלֹנֵי מַמְרֵא אַף אַתָה בַקֵר חוֹלִים  וַיַלְבִשֵם אַף אַתָה הַלְבֵש עֲרוּמִּים הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא בִ 

ךְ אֱלֹ ת יִצְחָק בְנוֹ אַף אַתָה נַחֵם אֲבֵלִים הַקָדוֹש קִ הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא נִיחֵם אֲבֵלִים דִכְתִיב וַיְהִי אַחֲרֵי מוֹת אַבְרָהָם וַיְבָרֶׁ ים אֶׁ

ר אוֹתוֹ בַגַי אַף אַתָה קְבוֹר מֵתִיםבָרוּךְ   . הוּא קָבַר מֵתִים דִכְתִיב וַיִקְבֹּ

Rather, the meaning is that one should follow the attributes of the Holy One, Blessed be He. 

He provides several examples. Just as He clothes the naked, as it is written: “And the Lord 

G-d made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21), so 

too, should you clothe the naked. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, visits the sick, as it is 

written with regard to G-d’s appearing to Abraham following his circumcision: “And the Lord 

appeared unto him by the terebinths of Mamre” (Genesis 18:1), so too, should you visit the 

sick. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, consoles mourners, as it is written: “And it came 

to pass after the death of Abraham, that G-d blessed Isaac his son” (Genesis 25:11), so too, 

should you console mourners. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, buried the dead, as it is 

written: “And he was buried in the valley in the land of Moab” (Deuteronomy 34:6), so too, 

should you bury the dead. 

 

7. Malbim to Bereshit 1:20 (Translation from Rabbi Sacks, The Great Partnership, pg 360) 

ונודע שגם בעלותה בסולם  ... למדרגה, דומם צומח חי מדבר, וכל הקודם הי' הכנה למה שאחריו הבריאה הלכה ממדרגה

המדרגות לא עלתה הבריאה בדלוג רק ע"י אמצעיים, שנמצא האלמוג שהוא אמצעי בין הדומם והצומח והפלופ שהוא  

 אמצעי בין הצומח והחי, והקוף שהוא אמצעי בין החי להמדבר 

Creation progressed from level to level: inanimate matter, plants, animals, and man.  Everything 

that came earlier was a preparation for that which came later… It is known that also in rising 

through the ladder of stages, creation did not proceed in discontinuous leaps, but rather through 

intermediate stages.  Thus, coral is intermediate between inanimate matter and plants, polyps are 

intermediate between plants and animals, and monkeys are intermediate between animals and 

man. 

 

8. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, The Educational Value of Judaism, Collected Writings, vol 

VII, page  264  

Even if this notion were ever to gain complete acceptance by the scientific world, Jewish 

thought… would never summon us to revere a still extant representative of this primal form, as 

the supposed ancestor to us all.  Rather, Judaism in that case would call upon its adherents to 

give even greater reverence than ever before to the one, sole G-d who, in His boundless creative 

wisdom and eternal omnipotence, needed to bring into existence no more than one single, 

amorphous nucleus, and one single law of adaptation and heredity in order to bring forth, from 

what seemed chaos but was in fact a very definite order, the infinite variety of species we know 

today, each with its unique characteristics that set is apart from all other creatures. 

 

9. Rabbi Sacks, The Great Partnership, pg 291 

Religion and science, the heritages respectively of Jerusalem and Athens… must now join 

together to protect the world that has been entrusted to our safekeeping, honouring our covenant 

with nature and nature’s G-d – the G-d who is the music beneath the noise; the Being at the heart 

of being, whose still small voice we can still hear if we learn to create a silence in the soul; the 

G-d who, whether or not we have faith in him, never loses faith in us. 

 


