The Book of Esther
Chapter 4
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(1) Mordechai knew all that had been done, and Mordechai tore his garments and dressed in sackcloth
and ashes. He went out into the middle of the city and cried a great and very bitter cry.

(2) He came up to the front of the king's gate, for one may not enter the king's gate dressed in sackcloth.

(3) And in every province, wherever the king's word and his law reached, there was great mourning
among the Judeans, and fasting and weeping and lamentation. Sackcloth and ashes were laid out for
the multitudes.

(4) Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her; and the queen was very anguished. She sent
garments to clothe Mordechai and to remove his sackcloth from him, but he did not accept them.

(5) Esther called Hatakh, one of the king's eunuchs whom he had set before her, and she commanded
him to go to Mordechai to know what this was about and why it was.

(6) Hatakh went out to Mordechai, to the city square which was before the king's gate.

(7) Mordechai told him about all that had happened to him, and the account of the silver that Haman
had said to weigh to the king's treasuries for the annihilation of the Judeans.



(8) And he gave him the copy of the text of the law that was given in Shushan for their destruction, to
show it to Esther and to tell her, and to command her to go to the king to implore him and to plead
before him for her people.

(9) Hatakh came and told Esther Mordechai's words.
(10) Esther said to Hatakh, and commanded him to say to Mordechai,

(112) "All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that every man or woman who
comes to the king, to the inner courtyard, who is not called, there is but one law for him, to be killed;
only he to whom the king extends his golden scepter will live. And | have not been called to come to the
king these thirty days."

(12) They told Mordechai Esther's words.

(13) Mordechai said to reply to Esther, "Do not imagine to yourself that you shall escape in the king's
house more than all the Judeans.

(14) For, if you will indeed remain silent at this time, relief and salvation will arise for the Judeans from
another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Who knows if for a time such as this you
attained royalty?"

(15) Esther said to reply to Mordechai:

(16) "Go and assemble all the Judeans who are present in Shushan and fast for me. Do not eat and do
not drink for three days, night and day. | and my maids, too, will fast so. And thus | will go to the king,
against the law. And if | perish, | perish."

(17) Mordechai passed, and he did all that Esther had commanded him.
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(1) On the third day, Esther dressed in royalty and stood in the inner courtyard of the king's house,
facing the king's house, and the king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the
entrance of the house.

(2) When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she won favor in his eyes, and the king
extended to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Esther came near, and she touched the top
of the scepter.

(3) The king said to her, "What troubles you, Queen Esther? What is your request? Up to half the
kingdom, and it will be granted to you."

(4) Esther said, "If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to the feast which | have
prepared for him."

(5) The king said, "Have Haman hurry to do Esther's word!" The king and Haman came to the feast which
Esther had prepared.

(6) The king said to Esther at the wine feast, "What is your wish? It shall be granted to you. And what is
your request? Up to half the kingdom, and it shall be done."

(7) Esther answered and said, "My wish and my request —

(8) If I have found favor in the king's eyes, and if it pleases the king to grant me my wish and to fulfill my

request, let the king and Haman come to the feast which | will prepare for them, and tomorrow | will do
as the king has said.

(9) Haman left that day, happy and merry of heart, but when Haman saw Mordechai at the king's gate,
and he did not rise and did not tremble before him, Haman was filled with wrath against Mordechai.

(10) Haman restrained himself and came to his house. He sent and brought to him all his supporters
and his wife, Zeresh.

(11) Haman recounted to them his glorious riches, and his many sons, and all about how the king had
promoted him and how he exalted him above the king's officers and servants.

(12) Haman said, "Queen Esther did not even bring with the king anyone to the feast which she prepared
except for me; and tomorrow, too, | am invited to her with the king.

(13) Yet, all this is worthless to me every time that | see Mordechai, the Judean, sitting at the king's
gate."

(14) His wife, Zeresh, and all his supporters said to him, "Let them make a post, fifty cubits high, and in

the morning tell the king and let them hang Mordechai on it, and then go happily with the king to the
feast." The matter pleased Haman and he made the post.



Chapter 4:
:Bereshit 27 | t“2nwxia .1
NN D2 1IN 1IIN7 IMN TR TU DY DPTA DPUY UL 1N DT DX 1Y Ve (T7)

(34) When Esav heard his father's words, he cried a great and very bitter cry and he said to his father,
"Bless me, me too, my father!“
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(3) "Why have we fasted, and you do not see? Why have we afflicted our soul, and you take no
knowledge?" Behold, on the day of your fast you pursue your business and exact all your labors.

(4) Behold, you fast for strife and contention and to smite with the fist of wickedness. You do not fast this
day so as to make your voice to be heard on high.

(5) Is such the fast that | have chosen? The day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it to bow down his head as
a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, an acceptable day to
Hashem?
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When Haman saw that Hatach is coming in and out he killed him, and that’s why he is not mentioned
anymore. G-d said: since this happened, the divine spirit will serve as their intermediate.
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“And she stood in the inner court of the king’s house” (Esther 5:1). Rabbi Levi said: Once she reached the
chamber of the idols, which was in the inner court, the Divine Presence left her. She immediately said:
“My G-d, my G-d, why have You forsaken me?” (Psalms 22:2).
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It was neccessary that the king and Haman would be together when Esther reveals Haman’s plan, as for
sure the king would be very angry when he sees Haman, and would not hesitate to execute his order to
stop the decree and to kill him.
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And tomorrow | shall comply with his majesty's command — That which you requested of me all these

days, to reveal my nationality and lineage to you.
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“There is one people” — Haman said: ‘Their mouth is big, as they eat and drink a lot, and say: we need to
delight in Shabbat and to delight in the festivals. The Jews cause a decrease in the assets of the world;
once every seven days — they celebrate the Shabbat, once every thirty days — they celebrate the new
month, in Nisan — Passover, in Sivan — Shavuot, in Tishrei — Rosh Hashana and the great fast [Yom
Kippur], and the festival of Sukkot!



