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Shir haShirim Week 9: Philosophy and Overview

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Malbim’s unique approach (continued)
1. Song #2  Malbim to Shir haShirim 2:9, 2:11, 2:15
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After the heavenly ra‘ayah was imprisoned in the body for a long time, and the stav and part of the spring had passed
and the month of Ziv (lyar) had arrived, the Dod came to the ra‘ayah. This is a metaphor for the second time Hashem
spoke to Solomon, when he began to build the Beit haMikdash in the month of Ziv. We explained in the introduction to
the book that this was not a complete prophecy, only momentary communication. This is presented as a metaphor, that
the celestial Dod comes to His holy ra‘ayah on His own, for Solomon'’s spirit had not prepared itself for prophecy at that
time, and he did not go out to the wilderness, to distance from the body greatly, but only to the vineyards which are
near the city...
(2:11) “For behold” — The sages already compared the soul to an area in a field where plants grow, for as the field has
potential and is prepared to produce the seeds that were planted there, so the soul, when it is worked with examination
and deeds, will produce the Divine seeds that are hidden within, and produce fruit...
(2:15) “Take hold” — And this verse describes how Solomon’s soul was secluded with her celestial Dod while still in the
body, and how the daughters of the body and her [material] powers did not halt that connection. It tells that Solomon'’s
soul sent forth the body’s powers to take hold of small foxes, which damage the vineyards. The foxes represent forces
of the imagination, for a fox’s intelligence comes from its imagination, which is greater than that of other animals, to
plan cunningly with the aid of its imagination. And when prophecy is incomplete, for the soul has not left the body, then
the visions of the imagination blend with intellectual function, and so prophets see pictures... And when the daughters
of the material are occupied with imagination and pictures, then the intellect, pure comprehension, can be separated,
and grasp the influence that Hashem sends upon it... The image here is that the ra‘ayah, Solomon’s soul, sent her young
women, the material forces, to take hold of the foxes, meaning to be occupied with the images which the imagination
would create, visions and imaginations... The intellect separated its pure prophetic grasp from them, and was alone
with her Dod...

2. Song #3  Malbim to Shir haShirim 3:1, 3:2, 3:4, 3:6, 3:7, 3:9
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After many days, and the Divine ra‘ayah was sealed in the body, she remembered her Heavenly Dod and left her bed,
meaning her body, separating from the material and diligently seeking Hashem. This was in the eleventh year of King
Solomon, when the construction of the House of Gd was complete. [Solomon] increased prayers and beseeching and
many offerings, in Melachim | 8 and Divrei haYamim Il 4... And there was a complete prophecy and lengthy speech,
with love and affection. Even after material forces eliminated this connection, still, the spirit of Hashem clung to Solomon'’s
soul even afterward, in the Sanctuary he built... And it told how the soul left the body, and how the daughters of
Jerusalem, the forces of the material, could not halt Solomon’s sanctity and his closeness to Gd after that as well.
(3:2) “I will rise” — until she rose from the bed and circulated seeking Him in the city, also in the markets and streets,
and she did not find him. Meaning: We have already explained that the city, Jerusalem, mentioned in this book, is a
metaphor for the collection of the body’s forces, which is the metaphorical city in miniature. All of its citizens, meaning
all of her forces, reside in designated dwellings and houses, for each one acts upon a part, in a designated space...
For example, there is found within the body a smart one, an understanding one, one of intellect, one of imagination,
one who thinks thoughts, one who guards, one who remembers... one who sees, one who hears, one who smells, one
who tastes, one who touches... a jealous one, an arrogant one, a cruel one, a mighty one, a bold one, a poor one, a
merciful one, one with a soft heart, a shy one... one who eats, one who grinds up the food, one who excretes... And
behold, as is found in the city a market and street where the citizens gather when they leave their designated spaces to
do business and to speak to each other, such that this place is the public domain, so too there are in the body markets
and streets, where all of the forces gather... The ra‘ayah, Solomon’s spirit, leaves to seek her celestial Dod|, and she
circulates in the city, meaning, she sought to gain this great comprehension via her physical forces. She also crossed to
the markets and streets, meaning, the forces collected in the body, and still she did not find Him, for He could not be
grasped with material powers, and the soul cannot connect with spirituality while it is still in the city, and in her body...
(3:4) She “almost” passed the guards, for she did not pass them by entirely, for then his soul would have left with a kiss.
But she almost left them, for the soul already stood at the threshold, closer to the heavens and far from the city... And
prophecy was manifest upon her...
(3:5) “I have made you swear” — In the course of this, the forces of the body awakened from the trance of the prophecy,
and she made them swear not to halt the love...
(3:6) “Who is this” — Asking and expressing wonder, how could the soul separate from the body, and how did she flee
from Solomon’s bed — the body - on the night of the vision, sleeping efernal sleep in bed until the Divine spirit was
manifest on her in the wilderness, meaning outside the body, when she was separate from the city, meaning the body...
(3:7) “Behold, there are sixty warriors surrounding Solomon’s bed” — Meaning, the body, Solomon’s bed on which his
spirit lay, sealed in a bed of iron so as not to separate from it all her life. There are sixty warriors guarding around.
These are the body parts, 248 parts, which are divided into sixty units all around... These sixty parts, the warriors,
guard the spirit lest it leave the bed, which is the body. These are the “warriors of Israel”, a metaphor, for “Israel” fought
with the malach and won, defeating the spiritual malach. So these warriors defeat the Divine spirit...



“ Apiryon" — Now it comes to answer the question of how the daughters of Jerusalem were distanced from the ra‘ayah,
meaning, how the material forces were separated from Solomon'’s spirit... It answers that King Solomon made an apiryon
for this ra‘ayah. Meaning, now he wanted to make his Divine spirit the queen, and not a concubine anymore to fulfill
the desires of the body and its pleasures and to be subservient to its command. She would only sit as a bride in the
apiryon, as a woman reigning in the house... This refers to the Sanctuary that Solomon built...

3. Song #4  Malbim to Shir haShirim 5:2, 5:3, 5:5, 5:6, 5:8
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(5:2) “1” - It reported here that Solomon's spirit was distanced for many days from her higher Dod, as is written, “And
it was, when Solomon aged, his wives led his heart astray.” Meaning, while she was yet sleeping inside the body,
dozing on the bed of the temporary and its desires, and she did not awaken as she had at other times to the harp
hanging above David’s bed. And yet, her heart was awake, for she did not separate entirely from her Gd, for her heart
longed for Him, seeking attachment of the heart. Only, her laziness put her to sleep. She heard the voice of the higher
Dod knocking on the door, and this is the fourth vision, when Hashem appeared to Solomon and rebuked him with a
rebuke of rage...
(5:3) “I removed” — Solomon’s spirit replied that she had already removed her tunic. Meaning, the spirit which merits
prophecy, when it separates from the material, is clothed in a tunic of light. This is a thin garb, made for her from the
Torah and good deeds in which she has been involved... And now, in her sins, she already removed the tunic of light
(mixing with the tunic of skin and flesh), and she could no longer wear it when she left her body, for it was already
removed from her...
(5:5) “I arose” - It reported that after this communication, Solomon repented. He rose from his eternal sleep to open for
the higher Dod|, wanting to prepare himself for sanctity and purity... But her Dodhad already left, and He did not return
to place His Shechinah upon her. Her spirit “left when He spoke (5:6)" harshly, which is the harsh prophecy, informing
[Solomon] then of the splitting of the monarchy of the House of David...
(5:7) “They found me” — And when she departed to leave Solomon’s rooms, meaning, when she wished to separate
from the body to receive prophetic inspiration. The city’s guards found her, meaning the forces which keep the body
alive, for she could not pass them as she had before, to deceive them [with ‘foxes’?], for she was already under their
control. They struck her and wounded her, forcing the spirit to remain with the body and its traits and material desires,
and they returned her to her prison each time via blows and injuries, the illnesses and pains of the body.
(5:8) “I have made you swear” — Solomon’s soul saw that she could not find her Dod anymore, meaning [for Solomon]
to grasp this in his lifetime, only with the arrival of the time of death... And so she made the daughters of Jerusalem -
the forces of the body — swear that when they would find her Dod at the time of death, when they would sense Him first,
then they should tell Him that she is lovesick.

4. Song #5 Malbim to Shir haShirim 6:1, 6:2, 6:3, 6:8-9, 6:10, 7:1
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5. Song of a8 Malbim to Shir haShirim 8:8
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Prelude to the literary approach: Outlining Shir haShirim
Phase 1: Introduction to the love (1:1-2:7)
e The ra‘ayah states her love for the Dod|, and wants to find Him
e The Dodresponds: Go out with the sheep, and shepherd your young goats (1:8)
o Rashi - To find Me in Egypt, examine the ways of your ancestors
o lbn Ezra - To find Me in Egypt, develop your faith
o Malbim - To find Me, examine My deeds and control your materialism
e Songs of praise for each other
e The ra‘ayah tells the daughters of Jerusalem that the Dod loves her, and she makes them swear (2:4-7)
o Rashi — Warns other nations not to lead us astray
o lbn Ezra — Warns herself not to start too early, as Ephraim did in leaving Egypt
o Malbim — Warns the traits of the body not to draw Shlomo away from Gd, or to draw Shlomo toward
Gd too early

Phase 2: A lost opportunity (2:8-3:5)
e The Dod called to the ra’ayah from behind the wall
e Ra’ayah says something about taking foxes until the day ends (2:15-17)
o Rashi - Hashem eliminated the Egyptians and took us from Egypt and was with us, until we created the
Golden Calf
o lbn Ezra -This is a command to us to eliminate those who served the Eigel in order to draw near to
Hashem
o Malbim - This is a command from Shlomo's soul to the material aspects of the spirit to become involved
with other activities and stop distracting Shlomo from Hashem
e Ra’ayah describes dreaming of finding the Dod



Interlude: The beauty of the Ra‘ayah and the majesty of Shlomo (3:6-11)
e Rashi — The Jews travelling in the midbar, with the Mishkan of Hashem
e lbn Ezra - The Jews entering Israel

e Malbim — Shlomo haMelech finds Gd, via the Beit haMikdash

Phase 3: A turning point: The major lost opportunity (4:1-6:3)
e The Dod describes the beauty of the ra‘ayah, and wants to be with her
e The ra‘ayah fails to respond, and then seeks the Dod and is attacked by the guards (5:2-7)
o Rashi - Failure to find Gd and to listen to the prophets, in the first Beit haMikdash. Attacked by
Nevuchadnezzar
o lbn Ezra - Failure to leave Persia to go to Israel. But then built the second Beit haMikdash. And was
attacked by Greece
o Malbim - Shlomo forgets Gd due to his political marriages, then seeks Gd, but is under the body’s
control
e The ra‘ayah praises the Dod
e The Dod descends to His garden, and the ra’ayah expresses her love for the Dod (6:1-3)
o Rashi - Gd came to get us from our exile and bring us back
o lbn Ezra - Gd went up to Heaven
o Malbim - Shlomo feels that Gd is coming to him, to take him from the body

Phase 4: The Dod'is still interested (6:4-7:10)
o The Dod describes the beauty of the ra‘ayah
e The ra’ayah is supposed to be in the garden with the Dod, but doesn’t know what to do (6:12)
o Rashi — We sinned in the second Beit haMikdash, fighting with each other and bringing in the Romans
o lbnEzra-2
o Malbim - Shlomo knew nothing more of the body, and was prepared to expire
e The Dod praises the beauty of the ra‘ayah

Phase 5: The Ra’‘ayah pursues the Dod (7:11-8:4)
e The ra‘ayah invites the Dod
e The ra‘ayah wishes the Dod were like her brother, and they could be together always (8:1-3)
o Rashi - | wish Gd would comfort me, as Yosef comforted his brothers
o lbn Ezra - | wish Gd would be close with me, and none would disturb us
o Malbim - | wish Gd could have been close with me when | was yet physical

Phase 6: The relationship evolves into a loving relationship (8:5-8:14)
e Rashi — We wish to leave exile and come home
e |bn Ezra - It's about final redemption
e Malbim - Final reunion of the soul with Gd



