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Shemuel, Week 115: Summary of Chapter 22 / 23:1-6 Defending Keilah
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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Review questions for Chapter 22
22:1-4 Dovid turns to Moav for help
1) How does the text distinguish between Dovid’s band of hard-luck followers, and those who gathered to
Avimelech, Yiftach and Yeravam?
2) What do we learn from the description of Dovid’s men?
3) Why does Dovid think Moav will help him?
4) Dovid attacks Moav brutally in Shemuel Il 8; what happened?

22:5 Gad brings Dovid a short, but powerfully reassuring, message
5) What idea did Rav Yitzchak Amar suggest, to distinguish between the roles of Natan and Gad?
6) Per Radak 22:6, moving to civilization leads to Shaul’s increased fear and the death of Nov. How could
Hashem actively tell Dovid to make this move?

22:6-8 Shaul is overwrought; Dovid is thriving!
7) How might we connect the Eshel here with Avraham’s Eshel?
8) What transformation do we see in Shaul’s response to Dovid's growth?

22:9-15 Doeg triggers an investigation of Achimelech’s help for Dovid
9) What are some ways Doeg slants the story to make it worse?
10) Why does Doeg want to destroy Nov?@

22:16-19 Shaul and Doeg eradicate Nov
11) Why did Shaul’s ov2¥n o°x1 refuse to kill Achimelech and his family?2
12) What motivates Doeg to exceed Shaul’s order and kill out the city of Nov?2
13) Who is responsible for the destruction of Nove

22:20-23 Evyatar flees from Nov to Dovid, who admits his guilt
14) Do we believe that people are liable for collateral damage by their enemies?

15) How does Dovid’s liability for Nov impact him in the future?

Outline of Chapter 23

23:1-6 Dovid vs. Philistines in Keilah
23:7-13 Dovid escapes Shaul in Keilah
23:14-15 Dovid hides in the Zif Desert
23:16-18 Dovid and Yehonatan's last meeting

23:19-23 Zif reports Dovid's location to Shaul
23:24-29 Dovid and Shaul are saved by a Philistine attack

Shaul succeeds
e Chapter 18  The praise of the women for Dovid
e Chapter 19 Yehonatan warns Dovid and appeases his father
o Chapter 19 Michal enables Dovid's escape
o Chapter 19 Shemuel thwarts Shaul’s pursuit in Ramah/Nayot
e Chapter 20 Yehonatan enables Dovid’s flight on Rosh Chodesh
e Chapter 21 Shaul eliminates Nov
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23:1-6 Dovid vs. Philistines in Keilah
1. Google Maps: Khirbet Qila
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2. Shemuel | 23:1-2 vs. Shemuel | 14:18-19

3. Ralbag to Shemuel | 23:3
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We could say, and | believe this is correct, that the language of the first [response] was uncertain. It could be understood
[to say] that if [David] would go to strike the Philistines he would save Keilah and not in any other way, but this statement
did not promise that he would strike the Philistines. Therefore David’s men were afraid to descend to Keilah. You see in
the matter of pilegesh b’Givah the evil that befell Israel...

4. Malbim to Shemuel | 23:3
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There is a difference with the verb makeh regarding military conquest, when it is connected with 6”or with e£ Had it
said, “You will strike efPhilistines” that would have meant he would strike all of them, as makeh et always teaches, like
in Bereishit 36:35... But makeh bo teaches that he would only kill some of them... David asked, “Will | strike
b'Philistines,” meaning some of them, the ones who attacked Keilah, which were only some of the Philistines. And so
Gd replied that he would strike this partial group and save Keilah. Still, there was concern that afterward they would
assemble a second time and strike David's men.

5. Radak to Shemuel | 23:6
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Meaning, the ephod descended in his hand coincidentally. And even though he brought it down, he did not bring it

down knowingly, but when he took his equipment with him when he fled, he did not pay attention to what he took and

what he left, like one who flees. Gd caused this...



6. Malbim to Shemuel | 23:6
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The ephod descended in his hand by Gd's supervision, in order to save Keilah. (Thus it says “when he fled... Keilah”
even though he fled to Yaar Cheret.)

7. Talmud, Eruvin 45a
0°701" 377 511 R°IN .N2WT DR TOV P9I PRI 13T 0202 07008 PRIV PR DRI MY HY 118w 0°701 127 KR 70 27 0K
YA ,NAWT DR TI5Y YA T 9932 119V PRY MWDI 2P0V DY IR PAR 1AM Y00V 9 IRAWI 707K 07737 193 N 1w
LL02awn DR OV 7R9AMY 13907 9922 17008 PR WP 120 OP0Y DY RO MW TPy 9V INA RY 17°OK 1907 17121707
7Y A9YR RIN 2"NINAT DR 20w 7 ﬂb’EJPZ DoAMDI DNWYD 737 IRY 7T 17" 29037 OR2 02 17 °RNO1T 27 wIT
".MI7T DR 200w A" 22007 WY 1aN 2P0V HY RPKR IR2 X 071 0% 1907 10mM07
2% ROV XA - "H2PYR IR YT 22NwHDI 191 77 T HR 1T AR ORI 2°NW9D TN TIRT MRS T2 717 IR 2000
NYWIT 2°NWY52 N 2" 2°N37 NI RPPT .PXN XY IR 1987 9K ROR 10990 "NNnT HRAY HW 1107 102 077 ,7I0K 0K W R R0R
P AW ",T9Yp DR
Rav Yehudah cited Rav: If non-Jews besiege Israeli cities, we do not attack with weapons [on Shabbat] and we do not
desecrate Shabbat. We learned similarly in a braifa: “If nonJews besiege ... When is this true2 When they only come
for wealth. When they come for lives, we attack with weapons and we desecrate Shabbat. And in a border town, even
if they do not come for lives, but only for straw, we attack with weapons and desecrate Shabbat.”...
Rabbi Dostai of Biri taught: What is the meaning of Shemuel | 23:12 We have learned: Keilah was a city near the
border, and they came only for straw, as it says, “And they despoiled the granaries.”
And it says, “And David inquired of Gd, saying: Shall | go and strike these Philistines? And Gd said to David: Go strike
the Philistines, and you will save Keilah.” What was his question2 If it was whether this was permitted or prohibited,
Shemuel’s court still existed! Rather, it was whether he would succeed or not succeed. Thus it says, “Go strike the
Philistines and you shall save Keilah.” QED.

8. Malbim to Shemuel | 23:1
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There is a difference between battling 6”a city and fighting o/ a city. One who fights a/a city wants to conquer its wall;
one who fights 4" a city enters its area and fights its people. | already explained this in Yehoshua 10:29. Thus, when it
says, “waging war bKeilah” and not “waging war o/Keilah,” it is clear that they did not come to conquer the wall.
And there is a difference between bozeiz and shoseis, one who is bozeiz takes for his own enrichment, one who is
shoseis intends only to destroy... It is clear that there was no grain and produce for them to take for their needs, only
straw, and so they came to trample and destroy it.

9. Tosafot to Eruvin 45a
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One could say it is clear from the statement “waging war against Keilah”, from the fact that it is called “war” and David

risked his life for it — even though they only came for straw — we learn from here that we also desecrate Shabbat for it.



