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Franz Rosenzweig, Nechemia, & The Biggest

Non-Event of the Jewish Calendar

Tzvi Aryeh Benoff

I — Disappearing Day: Hiding Yom Kippur in Tanach

1. Nechemia 8 - 'n7 m7onm

1 Now all the people gathered as one man to the square
that was before the Water Gate, and they said to Ezra
the Scholar to bring the scroll of the Law of Moses,
which the Lord had commanded Israel.

2 And Ezra the priest brought the Law before the
congregation, both men and women, and all who could
hear with understanding, on the first day of the

seventh month.

3 And he read in it before the square that was before
the Water Gate from the [first] light until midday in the
presence of the men and the women and those who
understood, and the ears of all the people were
[attentive] to the Scroll of the Law.

R TR WRD DYV 90K R

1IN PTIVY 219% WK 1017

NN 90 R R22NY 790D RITYY
:ORIYIIR MY MYIYR NYhH

197 NTIRDIR 1090 RTY RN 2
3R 991 NYRTYY WRD YIRD
:29AWN YWINY TR 09a yhvh

297 1Y% 21177 397 1RIpN 2
DI RNNTY IRDIN DHIYY
JTRY 0713001 WD DWIRG T3]

:N7INN 99DHR DYDY
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9 Then Nehemiah-he is Hattirshatha-and Ezra the priest, RITY) RNYIND RIN 170N INRN O

L

the scholar, and the Levites who caused the people to TR D320 DYDY 98bD | 1NN
understand, said to all the people, "This day is holy to M2 RINYTR 0D oYY BYN
the Lord your God; neither mourn nor weep," for all the 2 *P?JT?BI ”?3833-53 DD’T\'?N
people were weeping when they heard the words of the MATIR DYRYI D?U"?;)‘D’.Dﬁl
Law. PN
10 And he said to them, "Go, eat fat foods and drink DINYR VIR 127 DN INR% 2

sweet drinks and send portions to whoever has nothing 172 PRY 13110 1MYY) DHRnn INYI
prepared, for the day is holy to our Lord, and do not be ~ JAXYIIORY IR DD WITH72 1)

sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength." :DTYN RN MY NIIN7D
13 And on the second day, the heads of the fathers' NiaRD YR YooK Nwn DY N
houses of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, RUYHIR DNYN DININ DYDY
gathered to Ezra the scholar, and to understand the IR M2ATOR 72007 19PN

words of the Torah.

14 And they found written in the Torah that the Lord MY YR NP 23N IRYAN P
had commanded by the hand of Moses that the PRIV 1Y YR NYHTIA M
Children of Israel dwell in booths on the festival in the DPIYD YTN2 N2 NHpa

seventh month.

16 And the people went forth and brought [them] and Dﬂ'? 71?)1_?21 RN TD)}D INXN 1O
made booths for themselves, each one on his roof and DIPNINNA MDY YR NI
in their courts and in the courts of the House of God, WYY INI2) DNYRD N2 NIINN
and in the square of the Water Gate, and in the square (079K WY 1IN aleh)

of the Gate of Ephraim.

17 And all the congregation of the returnees from the 12U DAY HRYI YN
captivity made booths and dwelt in the booths, for they 2?0 YDY™X? 7 Hiapa 12w Hiop
had not done so from the days of Joshua the son of Nun DYN TY YRIY? 1272 P2 ;I

until that day, and there was exceedingly great joy. :TRD n?“? nnRY >pm RIND
18 And he read in the scroll of the Law of God day by | DV YR NP 99Da RPN
day from the first day until the last day, and they made DD 7Y 1IYRID DTN DI
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the festival seven days, and on the eighth day an DY) D’bz ny;*zu"m-a’wy-zw_ Danrn
assembly according to the ordinance. :09VYNI NIXY 2NYN

2. Kings 1 8:65 — 70 .n X 2929

Now Solomon observed the Feast at that time and all 921 MM | ROPDITMYL NHDY VYN
Israel with him, a great assemblage from the entrance | DN RN KT YR Ny HRIY
of Hamath to the brook of Egypt, before the Lord our TR MDY 797 IR HNMTY
God, seven days and seven days, [totaling] fourteen NY2IR DN’ NYIY) DR NYIY
days. 09 DY

3. Moed Kattan 9a — .1 Jup 7%

DY NR HRIWY WY RY MY IMR N 978 19 "R E
pmaon |

Rabbi Parnakh said in the name of Rabbi
Yohanan: That year, the Jewish people did not

observe Yom Kippur

4. Leviticus 16:17 — 19 .51 RPN

N e g
And no man shall be in the Tent of Meeting when he TPIN YORA 1 RY DIRON
comes to effect atonement in the Holy, until he comes 7921 INRYTY WIpa 1937 R332
out. And he shall effect atonement for himself, for his bDP-b? TN in»a N 1.”23
household, and for all the congregation of Israel. 1523-1'@-’

5. Mishneh Torah Laws of the Yom Kippur Service 1:2 — 01997 77910 73w

N .2 2"V n7ay

qQOIN GR NAY 1NN DRYL..T2%2 91T 1192 RHR NPR AT D12 P21IPN YR MNNa 1IvY wnn Y nmay
N0 DY 93 HV NNVPN NIVPN A AT DY YV MTIAPN IRY 191,977 119 ROR IMR 19PN PR NAY
9172 1192 NWY HI1 MMN

The service of all these 15 animals that were brought on the day [of Yom Kippur] can only be

done by the High Priest...And if it is Shabbos, even the Shabbos Mussaf can only be brought by
Congregation Etz Chaim Aseres Yimei Teshuva 5782 3



the High Priest. And similarly, all the other services during the day, like the daily burning of

incense and cleaning the lamps of the Menorah, must all be done by the High Priest.

II — A Day of Rest

6. Ohr Sameach Laws of the Yom Kippur Service 4:1 —

X .7 2" n71ay Msha naew N

MIAIPN IR ,AIPN Y RINT 4R ;17191 NIV qDIN GRT 11°27 NPT MM
Y9N MAava WIPNY .9 Nav Yy RYYN 8701 NWTPT 9™ 19) .00
NN

The Rambam’s position is that even the Shabbos Mussaf offering

must be done by the High Priest even though [the Shabbos Mussaf]

is merely happenstance and not part of Yom Kippur’s

sacrifices...Similarly, it appears to me that the holiness of Yom Kippur also defines the

holiness of Shabbos — sanctifying it with rest from eating.

7. Leviticus 16:31 — X .71 X2

It is a Sabbath of rest for you, and you shall afflict IR DI’IY) DY RN JIN2Y Ny
yourselves. It is an eternal statute. 1077 Npn 0 nva)

8. Sefer Hamitzvos Positive Commandment 164 — 702 ¥''» nNIRNAT 990

MYIYaN 1YRN NINMN ANAVAYI ...0IMVAI IR NPN AYYIY 1INR RIN TVNN PVPI MIPNND 1MINY
NTNYNN NNPAYN 12 NAINY TR RIN 1228 DMWY NR DNIPY DIY RIN PINAY NIV 12 1919RN 1Y
. INVPY Q13D PNTNA NTNIHN NNYAVI DIWVYNNI NIIRYNI

Hashem commanded us to fast on the 10t of Tishrei and He said, “afflict your souls’... Resting

mandates these actions [of affliction] as it says “a great rest it is for you, and you should afflict

your souls.” It is as if it said that the obligation is to have this special rest from work and deeds

pertaining to the body and its sustainability...
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9. Mishneh Torah Laws of Resting on Yom Kippur 1:5 — n12%3 770 qawn

TR WY hnvaw

291 MAaYL MNNI ,51a% IR Y7100 NR HIPIY IR TIOY IR 12 PINTD NORY AYINYA YaN NTNY 1N
LA9R D215 INAWY 1DIR 1IYY NAY INAY N2V INRIY APNWI A2IRN NAIVY TITI YR

Similarly, we learn from a tradition that it is forbidden to wash, anoint, wear leather shoes, or

have marital relations. And it is a commandment to rest from all these [other] restrictions just

as one rests from eating and drinking as it says, “a Shabbos of rest” — “Shabbos” for eating, and

“of rest” for these other activities.

10. Pachad Yitzchak: Yom Kippur Discourse 2 -

2 mR» 'Y PINs TID

7779 Q130 NNID NVYHN DY 137D 1271Y Q10 PR D19 DY HY DINY
«N22IR NYYNN NNYAVD RID 1271 IDY RIR ;712X NIIPNL 1IXNY
DA 19NN NIPR NYIRT DIYNA RN DINAIN DY DIN

The ultimate purpose of fasting on Yom Kippur is not suffering

for the purpose of minimizing one’s strength, as we find by

other public fasts. Rather, the ultimate purpose is resting from

the act of eating...The Fast of Yom Kippur is because eating is

not a need of the soul.

Q@‘ g d die y
v L " 4 Shifu — I'm not dying! I'm simply... at peace
Po — [Relieved] Oh! So, um, | should... stop talking?
Shifu — If you can.

[Po lies down and meditates next to Shifu. Master and pupil lie
next to each other. Then Po starts fidgeting and tries to keep
from saying something, but finds it difficult. Eventually...]

Po — You wanna get something to eat?

[Shifu opens his eyes and sighs deeply. For a long moment he
says nothing. And then...]

Kung Fu Panda (2008) Shifu - Yeah.
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111 — Motion and Rest

11. Gevuras Hashem Chapter 39 — 77 299 ';7 n11123

YN IYNNN D - Motion is life

12. Aristotle’s Physics 2:88

All things... from nature appear to contain in themselves a principle of motion

Life is Motion

In Oklahoma,

Bonnie and Josie,
Dressed in calico,
Danced around a stump.
They cried,

"Ohoyaho,

Ohoo"...

Celebrating the marriage
Of flesh and air.

Wallace Stevens Harmonium (1919)

13. Tanchuma Korach 12 — 29 599 X270 waTn

D3N DN PIN PV VHYW RIN NIV DI2W NNNN MDY PINI RO J"OVN

The word “Satan” has a numeric value 364 like the days of the year that he has power to cause

people to stumble except for Yom Kippur.

14. B’reishis Rabbah 9:9 — v:1 739 nowN=a

RWI RYY 22 DTR N2 RY PIN IR ONHRY RHR, RANNR, TRN 210 PIN IR 293, PI IR AT TRND 10 1M
1N RYWI RYY PO RDY, NOR ' X

“Very good” refers to the evil inclination. Is the evil inclination
very good?! Rather, without the evil inclination, humanity would

not build houses, marry, reproduce, or conduct business.
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15. Lyndon B. Johnson (1965 Inaugural T i e e

F s the uncrosse
‘s ol rechied and fe harvest sleeping i the unplowed
F i We welcome it — ami we

SRR
For this is what America is all about. It is the

T 4 new workl coming

Visas ]

uncrossed desert and the unclimbed ridge. It is the
star that is not reached and the harvest sleeping in

the unplowed ground.

IV — The Rest of the Year

16. Leviticus 16:34 — 759:11 X1

[All] this shall be as an eternal statute for you, to effect 792% 0%y NpnY DY NRIhDYM

atonement upon the children of Israel, for all their sins, DRR DNRLNHIN HRIY? NI HY
once each year. And he did as the Lord had commanded TIR NI MY TWRD WY MYa
Moses. YN

17. Harirei Kedem 1:63 — 30:X 272 997

NTIAY PTT 90 NININN R”A0D NVIY RIIDNT D”ANIN NVIY 278 NIRIN
2>nY N”9PNNY MN INR NYWIH1 DN NTIAY 702 1IN YNON 371D HY
22”%) ,0M19 NYWI92 D NNRD NP VI NI 11D

One must explain the position of the Rambam because the Ritva’s

position makes more sense because the service of the High Priest [on
Yom Kippur] is mentioned explicitly in the Torah. So why should we obligate him to perform the

other offerings that are mentioned [elsewhere] in Parshas Pinchas?

18.Dibros Moshe: Yoma 2:2 — 2:2 772» nyn2s
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TANY ANRRY 23921 D1 DY HI7 NTNN MXN RINY ..MTIAYD IRWYI PTHRNN 20N MINT 797 Poim
2PNV ...0N 93V 191 W DY HV 7NN RIN NIV DY YV THM PYVRT OV HY MXN RN PYRT DT
TVRI DYT TN MXN AWIY RID PIYRT D2 NN

What is correct in my humble opinion is that the requirement
of the daily offering and services performed each day...is that
it is a unique mitzvah each day onto itself; the daily offering

on Sunday is [identical] but fundamentally different from the

one brought on Monday... And when he brings the offering on

Sunday, he is performing the mitzvah of bringing the daily offering of Sunday...

19. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 624:2 — 2:2590 7'\ ¥'"w

WTIPN HY InN 90107 PN - One must add from the mundane unto the holy [of Yom Kippur]

20. B’reishis Rabbah 10:9 — 1:5 729 nowK=a

SUTRD 5Y 5PN 920in RIN L, PDIYY XYY vY31 KDY YRY KD PIP IPRY DT 792 ORNY 12 1IYNY 027 INR
N7YYN VIND 12 DI ,YNIPYI PIYY VYT YT RINY RIN P2 YITHD VIR

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said, “A human being that does not know [how to accurately
calculate] time, moments, and hours, adds on from the mundane to the holy. But Hashem who
knows [how to accurately calculate] time, moments, and hours, enters into [Shabbos] at the

last moment.
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