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Degel Yerushalayim

(The Banner of “Jerusalem”)

RENASCENCE OF A HOLY NATION
ON THE HOLY SOIL

\ e are ol 3 F 1
r v are speaking of the soul of our national renascence, the root-

of-lif G _ ivi
) ﬂCm the aspiration to build the land, our holy land, by the living
People - that i, the renascence of the holy.
The treasyre.af 1iea r i
M treasure-of-life of the holy is stored in every heart of Israel.
M the natiop

and 4s a whole, this is the power that controls all its ways
essence, The

EXists only i, the
dime

hal], the firg ste

bring 1.:
Ng him ¢, ru

nation’s longing for its origin, its renascence, its land,
NSion of ge .g:m::. of holiness that is peculiar to its character. The

secular renascence is but a corridor before the banquet
Ps that the child begins to walk, which will eventually

lasa m:.o_._m man.

The §

soul - . its f ’
dlory . ,5__ cannot be satisfied by the profane despite all its famous
7 Neither ;o 3 ' 1 ime
i i I is the value of the secular complete until the sublime

olinesg hag

appeared over it. The vigor of life finds its solid
::ccm: th

e light of holiness permeating national life and all

Tm.wo ::_f
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its deeds. For this reason, we need to work out a clear definition. What
is the content of the holy? What is the content of the secular? This is
one of the foundations of our national work that the times necessitate.

The whole renascence will unfold before the eyes of all: an
illumination full of majesty and holy beauty in prayer, Torah, ethics,
and faith — in all its conceptual and practical scope - in the life of the
individual and in the life of the community. Renascence will penetrate
hearts that are given to spiritual vision, to holy, heavenly hopes that,
due to their distance from the world and its inhabitants, do not mix

with regular life - because it must be a complete renascence.

We aspire to the renascence of the holy. We look forward to the
completion of the renascence of the mundane. Our objective is to
produce the full impact of the light-of-life of our national movement
of renascence,

. Toward this objective, we arouse, or more correctly, reveal the
Mﬁﬁ:am of the Jerusalemite movement. By the name “Jerusalem” or
EMMM;HMH:WW ,:.n refer rw the holy side of our national nmnmwnm:am -
of _Ezmp_m”: d . ,f,n..n.:_..: .,,,&m “Zion” or “Zionism.” With ﬁ.?,.. m.m::mw
enascence cw, ﬁwzw will raise the banner of holiness contained _.n the
i the sou] of - Beop ._n,. to show everyone what is the power hidden

the nation, which until now was not _,mnom:_nma. to
strength of the Lord, the strength of the holy, to
fation in all respects, to revive the mundane through the
'¢¢ of the sacred, to revive the sacred through manifesting its

am,mn?
> 0n :m... acti .
; » action, i o e of our
Natigpy| lfe emotion, thought, on the entire scop

%30:33? the
TeVive the
wm:mmnn

Our s
na .
tional renascence will result in total revival of the people

at :MmEﬁ the divine illumination is revealed therein, to the
* the materialistic darkness that shrinks life will not control
;mn_ﬁﬂmm:nmm. With courageous spirit we will lift our hearts to
great deed that God does with His people - and through
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BANNER OF JERUSALEM | 111

His people coming back to life on the holy soil, with all His creatures.
This clear consciousness and all the life-patterns - practical and
spiritual - that derive from it, are the foundation of the renascence of
the nation, the center that is the basis of the building of the land and

the people.

1will put My word in your mouth and with the shadow of My hand I
will cover you, to plant heaven and to establish earth, and to say to Zion,
You are My people.'
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Erets Yisrael (THE LAND OF ISRAEL)

1
The Spiritual Dimension of the Land

The Land of Israel is not a means to an end of collective solidarity but rather

an end in itself. It defies rationalism; it is a mystical dimension. The hope of

the Land of Israel is what gives the Diaspora the strength to continue to exist.

The essential difference between the Judaism of the Diaspora and that of the
Land of Israel.

Hﬁ”&ﬁwaa of Israel is not something external, not an external
mqonm&mmm.mmr 2 means to an end of collective mo_EmaJm. and the
Land of HMEm wm the nation’s existence, physical or even %.:.::ﬂ. The
Nation E”..m_m_ 1s m:. essential unit bound by the bond-of-life with the
it ig E_,vomwmmw by inner characteristics with its existence. Therefore,
of Israe] E“ € to appreciate the content of the sanctity of the wﬁa
humap, und o mnﬂ_cmzmm the depth of love for her by some .Hm.ﬂ_osm_
Soul of Isra Mamﬂm.:a,:mu - only by the spirit of the Lord that is in the
feeling o, ﬁ_m “r Is spirit radiates natural hues in all avenues of rmm_.:.q
“hich fills sw :._w@ according to the measure of supernal holy spirit
ind deep J, ..E E,m. and pleasantness the heart of the holy of thought
®Xterng és_mr 5_.383. The thought of the Land of Israel as only m_s
to H_:moﬂmcﬂmm?_sm as a cohesive force - even when it n.oa.mm oH._ y
nd to gy, e Jewish idea in the Diaspora, to preserve its an.ch

“"gthen faith, awe (of the Lord) and observance of mitsvot

Y -
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HSEE%&:.WE& - bears no permanent fruit, for this foundation
is shaky compared to the holy might of the Land of Israel.* The true
strengthening of the Jewish idea in exile will come about only through
the depth of its immersion in the Land of Israel, and from the hope of
the Land of Israel it will receive always its essential characteristics, The
expectation of salvation is the force that preserves exilic Judaism;’ the
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Judaism of the Land of Israel is salvation itself

2

The Truth Concerning
the Land Revealed in Kabbalah

Jewish Mysticism (Kabbalah) militates Jfor life in the Land of Israel. Rationalist
APproaches to Judaism place no special value on the Land of Israel.
D.
ms&M”mm“M : MSE awareness of the mysteries’ produces a n.mmﬂowﬂ&
from ¢, ..,M the sanctity of the Land of Israel. Due to m:m.amnoa
teduced ¢, quwﬂ of the Lord,” the higher qualities of godly life are
this happens Hm that Qo. not penetrate the depth of the soul. Sn..ﬁ:
and 5&&?.& € most mighty® force is missing from the soul of nation
Braspg only Em, and Galut (Exile) finds favor essentially.® ﬂo one who
of lang. mocﬁﬁoﬁaw surface, nothing fundamental is lost 53. the loss
Suchq Person :m:? and m.: the ingredients of an EEQ nation. For
Never nossmg.m © €Xpectation of salvation'® is but a side'! branch that
the lack o und, *© the depth of Jewish awareness. This itself attests to
My “Oncepyi, “Istanding in such a lifeless approach. We do not :nm_wﬁ.
os_f:m mm_umn”u based on rectitude and awe of heaven, of any form o
of such an approach that desires to negate the mysteries

ang th
uence on the spirit of the nation. This is a tragedy

thay s....w: 8reat ing
Mgt . ’
nd “ombat with counsel and understanding, with holiness

Oﬁ—.mmm.
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3
particularism and Universalism; Land and Exile

The two aspects of Jewish existence: particularism and universalism. In exile,

the universalist side gains prominence; in Erets Yisrael the universalism is

expressed through the medium of particularism, Exile is a cleansing of the

particularist phenomenon. Jewish history, which began on a universalist note,
comes full circle.

MF%_R:%E Israelite creation, in thought and in life and action, is
possible only in the Land of Israel. In everything produced by Israel in
the Land, the universal form is subsumed"* under the unique form of
Israel, and this is a boon for Israel and the world. The sins that cause
exile are the very ones that muddy the essential spring,'* and the source
emits impure issues. The Tabernacle of the Lord he defiled.”” When the
independent, particularist source is destroyed, originality rises to the
Supernal portion that Israel has in mankind. This is drawn upon in
exile, and the Land is laid waste and desolate, and her destruction
msﬁm for her. The spring stops flowing and is filtered; manifestations
MM MMWM“Q thought are emitted through the general conduit, which
Scattereq Eaﬂcmro.ﬁ the globe. As the four winds of heaven I have
is H%S»Moﬁ:. , C:E. the impure particularist issues stop and the source
Wniversa] Mzm purity. Then exile is detested and mcﬁm_.m_._o_._m..m:a .&n
fount s&&w treverts to flowing"” from the independent, _uwz_nama.i
10 appeq; ull force. The Light of Messiah who ingathers mﬁ_mm,vmm_sm
children, m_wm:a the sound of the bitter crying of Rachel Eosm:_.:m _:M
Your eyeq Rwomas& by this consolation: Stop your voice from crying Ew
and ::c\ hrwﬂ tears, for there is reward for your m”%oz_ says ﬁrmnhww:u..
N, Says the return from an enemy land. There is hope ,au..s« 'y m
distj ord, the children will return to their borders.'® Creation o

Dctj . .

o @_mn:.qw life with all its light and particularity, drenched in the a.ms_
of A Univerg,] wealth of the great man among %.a:?z the blessing
reham 20 “Be g blessing -

» 'appears through precisely this return.
m< ﬁcﬂﬁ.—ﬂ.am.:mu
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4
Authentic and Distorted Jewish Vision

Exile distorts Judaic vision. The thoughts of a Jew regain authenticity to the
degree that they are attached to the Land of Israel.

F is impossible for a Jew to be faithful to his thoughts and visions
outside of the Land? in the same way that he is faithful in the Land of
Israel. Manifestations of holiness, of whatever level, tend to be pure in
the Land, and outside the Land, mixed with dross. However, in relation
to the longing and the attachment of a person to the Land of Israel, his
thoughts become purified by virtue of the “air of the Land of Israel™

that hovers over all who long to see her. Gladden Jerusalem and rejoice
in her all her lovers.2s :

3
Land of Prophecy

P ; . W
w_.@ heey is a function of the imaginative faculty. Inasmuch as the imagination
arped in exile, prophecy is dependent on the Land of Israel. Intellect is also
JHA affected, as the two, imagination and intellect, are intertwined.
he j

Magination of the Land of Israel is pure and clear® and suited
will of "ﬂm@m,;:nw of the divine truth, for garbing ,_.a lofty: @Mamw
the explic R_ eal direction that is at the height of vo_u.nm.mﬂ Rm&w -
m._%..szom on A.um prophecy? and its lights, for the shining of n”a%
3 zmzos w,.sm its brightness. The imagination that is in the .rms M
nd poj :.,o. Is murky, mixed with darkness, with shadows of impu JM
Ution. It cannot ascend to the heights of holiness and canno

ra w.
iy 318 for the influx of divine light that transcends the Ei:nmm
€ wo d mammmbwnmob aré

: rlds &
inteyy, . and their straj ince intellect an
ertwineq an raits. Since i A n:o”
d of Israe

thine With h, d interact,® even the intellect outside the 122
3 « H an
Makeg Wise ¢ same light as in the Land. “The air of the L

for the

9

.
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6
The Mission of a Jew from the Land Living Outside

The divine inspiration of the Land of Israel follows a Jew into exile. There it

acts as @ magnet to attract elements of holiness in the Diaspora. The feeling

of spiritual alienation outside the Land is a barometer of inner attachment to
the Land.

%:m effect of the holy spirit absorbed in the Land of Israel works
constantly, even if it should happen that a person leave the Land by
mistake or necessity. Even prophecy, once it had come to rest in the
_MHNW wmaa_, did not cease outside the Land. The word of Qcm was
vmnmcm“”?oz 9 m:ﬁ.“, the priest] in the land of the QEE«&E.E Was,
of Israe] SH already*! The flow of holiness, which began in 5.« Land
Land E%ﬂrma all the refined (sparks) of holiness found outside the
difficyly j ; ¢ depths and attracts them by its magnetism.* The more
the spiit om 0 endure the “air” outside the Land, the more one feels
absor ty of an impure land - this is a sign of an inner
love oliness of the Land of Israel; of a supernal (divine)
tabandon one who has merited to find shelter in the
" one land of wmna of Life, even when one wanders far away, even
bingg all the ez_n.. The strangeness that one feels outside the wﬁa
mﬁ: More, d”EQ. SPiritual desire to the Land of Israel and its holiness
Pictyr, of the mevmnﬁm:os to see her grows stronger and the mental
Upop a_e&a 1 oly structure of a land which the eyes of the Lord aMM
anvmsw_ <$., " O™ the beginning of the year until the end of the yea
the Lang n% Hrm. deep holy desire of love of Zion, of RBmbB:Nm
Hﬂ._, ven the ,_z_w_nr all delights are attached,* m_.oi.m m:oumm_: Hv M
: ire 855:5.5 Vidual soul, it opens up a fountain-flow o,nm ,
EM .ﬂ.rows_., C.Ed._g tGr myriad souls attached to her, and the <MR ot
Vine) Merc, S rop.a.c of the ingathering of exiles is aroused an ! mn .
oszwﬂmé._m, the hope of life for Israel glitters, En. mmw_u_nnm_h )
m?.nmam. as anm, and the light of salvation and redemption
AWn spreading on the mountains.

) f impurj
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7
Torah Letters and Soul Letters

The correspondence of the “letters of the Torah” and the “letters of the soul” The
“etters of the soul” thrive in the “air of the Land of Israel.” The justice of Torah
is the essence of the soul-letters of all Israel,

w.._ﬂrn soul is full of letters that abound with the light of life,
knowledge and will, a spirit of vision,” and complete existence. From
the glow of these living letters, all the other levels of the structure of
lfe - all the avenues of will, intellect, action; of spirit and soul, of all
Vatieties - fill with the splendor of life. When we approach a mitsvah
Hmﬁﬂﬂﬂwmﬁmssu :.ﬁ mitsvah is always full of the splendor of life of all
613 sﬂ.ﬁa__\wnmmn: mitsvah is replete with huge, wonderful letters, of the
the eterpg] rﬁmn o-”Em..:n_EmE& that connect to every mitsvah,* of all
Living Gog zM ”_. at is the mmw._.mﬁ of faith. The splendorous light of the
before vy, n.oaﬂwmrﬁ of ;.3 C?A.R.SNE.EP lives in every mitsvah. Right
“Xpand, we nﬁ@mﬂﬂnm doing a mitsvah, all the letters that live within us
SXistence dhin Emnm m.aoz stronger* in the light of life and supreme

e holiness of eternity and in the light of Torah and

thy
€ Splengdoy of wisdo
on s, and m. The letters of the sources of Torah flow down
s endor and the internal light that
Wengty om, 23¢end to meet ¢
a .
Pleasant )Y, holy power, and pleasurable rejoicing occur
R Worlq ¢ ghout existence light and life are renewed.
e
f me”. ™ toner satisfaction, In the Land of Israel the letters
MMME the uEmsw% 7d; there they expose the light,* draw nourishment
C@D
Wit Lang o:WF m. Om the secret source of their formation. The “air
wg._“ mEQ&E Tael” produces the fresh growth of these living letters,
h
szos to oly flow. All who are written for life in Jerusalem.* The
of | uty of the land of delight, the inner longing
STael €Xpands the letters of holiness, the essential

s I

¢

SXpe
for

S withy :%m letters of life, full of spl
hem, and a cosmic eruption occurs. The
With
N oy SPirit, ang throi
r behalf; at least light and rectitude increase,
Om Oc.q mO-c;
Ofth, ced diye or of life of Knesset Yisrael (Ecclesia Israel), [and] are
b ;
Tfu)) of “auty, with Pleasant amicability, and with thunderous
G-n H&.—.-ﬂ-. See ﬁ—ﬂn Tmm.
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e letters of life that are within us. “One who is born there and
"1 Byt of Zion it will be said, “This and

expects to see her.
that man were born there,” and the Most High Himself will establish her.

The Lord will number when he writes down nations, “This one was born
there.” Selah.** Justice — the middle column* on which the entire palace
arable to a noblewoman who walks, the folds of her dress
e is the middle of the Torah”),* is the essence
of Israel,* the essence of the soul-
breath of our nostrils,
7 who will reveal the
egates

[sraeli
one who

rests (‘comp
here and there - justic
of life, the judgment of the Children
desire drenched with the soul of Messiah, the
who will be called the-Lord-is-our-Righteousness,
light of divine justice in the land with supreme strength, which n
all war and bloodshed. The judgment of the Children of Israel on the

he iy &
53 of Aaron.® The essence of the soul-letters of all Israel shines in
e Urim and Tummim, “protrude or cojoin.™”

8
Land of Israel: Vessel to Jewish Lights

The Iy hts withi
Lang ”M\ mw:am?: the Israelite soul seek the vessels for their full expression: the
ael where all the commandments of the Torah may be fulfilled. This
yearning fills even the emptiest of Jewish spirits

gﬂz ;
N the heart, in the chambers of its purity and holiness: grows

mﬁdb
Ber the I y
sraelite flame, which seeks mE_ummaonn&w the nczm_,mwn
andments),

Eamwm_ :
to Poyr Hwos:m.nmo: of life to all of God’s mitsvot (comm
the nrmﬂ:v@ Spirit of God, the full universal mﬁ_..—.h.ﬂ of [srael that fills all
for it, to m.w“.m of the soul, into all the many vessels that were mmm_.mz&
: %&E: expression - practical and ideal - 10 the Israelite
:.m Emhmamm glow in the heart of the righteous, & holy mmu“nm
me sh :a heart of the entire nation it burns nowmﬁmnﬁwﬁw@ .
Ok rmm:n burn on the altar, it shall not be extinguisie :
I'ng .m of all the empty of Israel and the sinners of Israe

9 _oummsm owc _.ﬂrm.u. and in the nation at large, all desire of freedom
Pe of life (the life of the _.Dﬁr.&h_:m_ 4l the

Tedempti, )
n flows only from this spring of life,

M "Ceptio

nmsaw &
Elery, t

al

ang ;. 1
ithy,
ang
h

deep
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full Israelite life without contradiction and constriction. And this is
the desire for the Land of Israel, the holy soil, the Land of the Lord,
in which all the mitsvot (commandments) are actualized, This desire
for the actualization of the spirit of the Lord, for uplifting the head
in the greatness of the spirit of the Lord, works on all the hearts and

all want to unite with it, to taste the pleasantness of its life. Therefore I

loved Your commandments more than gold' The fortitude in the heart

that shows the entire world the strength of the nation in maintaining
its character, name,

values, faith, and vision, is included in the desire
.o:rm life of truth and the life of all the mitsvot, that the light of Torah

L.e., the nation]. If
Within ] of gy s . : : "How is it possible that
hold pog :M@_Em ,.ar_nr.m:w wwma._:m€ removed from faith, there
bstract closene m*m?a: of life with its inner strength, not only for
%3&%2 e EMM_, 0 God, bur for true Israelite life, for the expression
Y0 is con ected ¥ Poetry and practice?!”
Visrge ﬁ In the depths of his spir

a Israel) apg knows her
gth,

- this does not amaze one
it to the depths of Knesset

wonderful gifts.”? This is the
”rm. height of Jife that will never end. And you shall
which if a man do them, he shall live

walk b . 54
30d of [srae»ss efore the Lord in the land of life
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HA-MILHAMAH (THE WAR)

1

The Messianic Dimension of War

World conflagration has a messianic dimension.
Such conflicts produce tangible results in the Land of Israel.

gvg there is a great war in the world, the power of Messiah is
Eﬁnwd_m time of song (zamir) has arrived,* the scything (zemir) of
N“.“” _\“MMMMMM& perish m:wE the 2.9.5, and the world is invigorated
wekilled unjust m._:u.:m&cﬂm is w_ma:u. in our land.*® The individuals s&o
the concept, J:M ﬁ_S Mﬂm Hﬁa_cﬁm_oa of the moom,.a, the war @mﬂmnmﬁ.ﬁm in
“tof life and the MM. kthe Em.rﬁ.ocm mﬁ:mw, % they rise mﬂoé in the
M blessing 1o the sence of their lives brings a general quality of good
Senseg, Afterwarg M«MS,: m:c.ngnm of the world in all its values and
W Spirit ang :,Hmmﬁ e cessation of the war, the world is renewed in
10 the extent of ﬁm eet of Messiah are revealed even more. According
Tectatiop of th, M war in quantity and quality — so increases the
.Mrvcmmmmwma of m:m eet of Messiah through it.® The present world war
Em:mmm of time mﬂ“mm” Bm.. .mﬂmmr and deep expectation attached to the
#om._rmsa of Isragl, <<”E_m <§Em sign of the End®' in the mmﬁ_msw_ma. of
8=M, With rye longin great intellect, powerful courage, and piercing
o:_._wa ofthe Jigh o?%oﬂ:& clear .Hrozmrr we must nmnm.mqn the lofty
of hawn ...a.mﬂw esbecisliy 1y ord that is revealed wondrously in the events
W aﬁaﬁs Qmﬁo,.w..u aster of wars, sower of righteousness, producer
lighy c“:mf with His f cures, awesome of praises, master of wonders,
Zion gy, dlet goodness daily the act of creatioti, let shine a new
us all merit quickly to its light.**

4
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2

Reincarnations of Biblical Warriors in Our Day

The times determine the caliber of souls that appear. The battle for the Land
of Israel conjures up a soul that is reminiscent of the biblical warriors of old.

g regard the early generations, recounted in Torah, Prophets, and
Writings; those generations that were engaged in war - they are the
great people that we cherish and glorify. We understand that the spark
of soul is the determining factor: that state of the world that proceeded
then, that necessitated war, caused these souls (whose inner feeling was
whole) to appear. The battle for existence, for the existence of the nation,
the War of the Lord, was with an inner consciousness. Mighty in spirit,
they knew in the depth of darkness to choose good and eschew evil. Yea
though I go in the valley of the shadow of death I shall fear no evil.* When
we meditate on them, we, with all the spirituality that we so desire, long
for their strength, for the solid life force that dwelled in their midst, and
out of this longing our spiritual strength is fortified and our physical
trength is refined % and those strong souls return to live in us as ever.%

3
Jewish History and Politics: A Dialectic

Israel’ ;
Srael$ stepping off the stage of history was only a temporary measure.

g The reappearance is imminent.
e

nosn&hmmMH M,SHE vo_ﬁnm by force of circumstance that Qﬂaqg&m@
Wil be p OmmLqu volition, until a fortunate time will come, s&w.s it
~ this is the ¢ € to conduct a nation without wickedness and vm_.vmn._ma
thig, Wwe 5:&.30 e _._ov.m for. It is understood that in order to mwr_mﬁ.
time majes m<2.”mwn= with all of our powers to use all the media that
W worlgs. IoE able - all is conducted by the hand of Ged, Creator of
the awfu] ging wever, the delay is a necessary one; we were repulsed by

o?o:acnmsm a nation in an evil time. Behold, the time is

m.ﬂ.—um.om.n—u.
ng, the world will be invigorated and we can already prepare

p -
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ourselves, for it will already be possible for us to conduct our nation by
principles of good, wisdom, rectitude, and clear divine enlightenment.
“Jacob sent to Esau the royal purple™ Let my master pass before his
servant.® It is not worthwhile for Jacob to engage in statecraft when it
must be full of blood, when it requires an ability for wickedness. We
received but the foundation, enough to found a people, but once the
trunk was established, we were deposed, strewn among the nations,

planted in the depths of the earth, until the time of song arrives and the
voice of the turtledove will be heard in our land.”™

4

The Need to Battle for the Land:
Reduced Spiritual Stature

Were it not for the sin of the Golden Calf, Israel
would not have had to fight for possession of the Land.
% « e

of Isra, Mm it not for the sin of the Golden Calf, the inhabitants of the Land
- Mm would have been reconciled with the People of Israel,” for the
have be Sodlled upon them would have aroused awe. No war would
as in Ewsm” ecessary, and the influence would have proceeded peacefully
am_wﬁanﬁr ays of Messiah. Only sin intervened and the thing has been
to brip Eos.wm:aw of years. All the causes of the world are interlocked
erase amm M light of God into the world; the sin of the Calf will be totally
Ooa.:,dﬂp thereby all will recognize the Jewish People as seed blessed by
The Enmmm world will be perfected in a way of peace and feelings of love.
and %:mwsgmww of God will be felt in every heart as a spiritual pleasure
t, and

all in whom there is a soul will be revived.
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2
War: Collective Release for Repressed Drives

War is a collective release for drives pent up by Western civilization.

\H_.x.rm ethical suppression by which secular civilization dominated
peoples caused them anxiety,” and many evil traits, illnesses, and
rages gathered in the depths of their souls. These are unfettered by the
bloody, cruel wars, fitting their nature that is as yet unrefined.

6

War, Crystallization of National Character,
and Messiah

In wars, national characters crystallize. Israel, as the universal reflection of
mankind, benefits thereby. The heels of Messiah follow upon world conflagration.

% nations develop and are actualized by their natural movements.
The wars deepen the specialty of each nation until its form reaches full
expression of all its contents. Israel is the general speculum of all the
world™ And as long as there is a people on earth that has not been fully
actualized, there is correspondingly a dimness in the absorbed light of
Knesset Yisrael (Ecclesia Israel). Therefore, whenever nations confront one
M.soﬂrmn special features of peoples are realized, and thereby there is born
mo”ﬁ“”nq of wholeness in Knesset Yisrael (Ecclesia Israel) and she awaits the
eps of Messiah,” who should appear speedily in our days.’™

7
Nationalism, Supranationalism, and Godliness

The appearance of Jewish nationalism. Israels ability to incorporate the nobler
elements of other nations. Israel’s mission as a godly people.

hue here is revealed in Knesset Yisrael (Ecclesia Israel) her very own
:5,.” The energies develop gradually; her wisdom, power, rectitude, and
T purity return to her. The nation is rebuilt, she prepares for her

y -
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redemption, the redemption of worlds; she flourishes beautifully. Out
of the multitudinous waves of troubles that roll over her, from all the
nations, from all parts, she takes in wealth, brimming with knowledge
and farsighted vision, and adds the pure aspects from without to her
own property. Nationalism grows strong, self-awareness increases. She
already knows that she has a land, a language, a literature - that she
has an army, she began to learn in this world war.” But above all, she
knows that she has a special light of life that adorns her and the entire
world through her, and through all of this, together,” she knows her

fortitude - the God of Truth.

8
The Unhinging of Contemporary Civilization

The dissolution of contemporary European civilization and
the rise of a new divine world order.

VH_U:W sin of the murderers — the wicked kings and all provocateurs
- is indelible. The blood that was shed in the land will be atoned only
by the blood of those who shed it, and the atonement must come: total
dismantling of all the foundations of contemporary civilization,” with
all of their falsity and deception, with all their poison and venom. The
.ma.:a civilization that rings false must be effaced from the world, and
In its stead will arise a kingdom of a holy clite.® The light of Israel will
appear, to establish the world with peoples imbued with a new spirit,*!
E&ozm that do not speak in vain and no longer rail against the Lord and
His chosen, against the light of eternal life and the simplicity and faith
of the eternal covenant, Israel will see with its own eyes the per fection
.om the wicked, will stride on the destruction of the new idolaters® as
It strode on the ruins of ancient Assyria and Babylon. Then it will
know for certain that only with it is God, the God of Israel, the Savior.
,:5. salvation of God will come. The dissipation of the strength of the
“M:o:m. who have drunk the cup of poison,® must come. The hcnm
If Moﬁgnm His arsenal and brought out his instruments of wrath.
Urope (and all her nations) yet strives to persist in her character
Which is) other than truth and righteousness, ignoring the Lord and
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LIGHTS FROM DARKNESS | 14

rejecting His ways ~ this situation is but a moment in history.® The
light of Return must perforce® appear, each man shall throw away his

lver and gold,¥” and all will revert to the goodness of the Lord.

idols of si
Then the present civilization will disappear with all its foundations -

nd theater, and so forth; all the laws founded on inanity and
iniquity, all evil etiquette will pass away. And the Lord alone will be
exalted on that day.** The spiritual and practical fabric that in its present
state could not prevent, despite all its glorious wisdom, wholesale
slaughter and such fearful world-destruction, has proven itself invalid
from its very inception [ The wicked are estranged from the womb; those
who speak lies go astray from their very birth*], and all its progress is
not but false counsel and evil entrapment, connected to the psychicand
physical tendencies that have become entrenched in the architecture of
contemporary nations® forgetful of the Lord in reality but bearing His
name on their lips. Therefore, the entire contemporary civilization is
MMMNMW m_ﬂ on its ruins 4.;_ be established a world order of truth and
the :QEMMM“_MMM.P M:& it shall be h.a the end of days, the mountain of
Bive B I n:&ow will wm.m&aimmra on the mountaintop, exalted
, and all the nations will stream to it.”!

literature a

9
Israel and the New World Order

At the hour O.w.
Sulfill its diy;

wﬁ_a world

asword coye
Natiop, The

: Ew awos\éﬂnz of Western civilization, Israel is called upon to
e mission by providing the spiritual basis for a new world order.

_.MMQMMMH is now tottering due to the awesome storms of
bl Om_%omg m.»Bu:% the construction of the Israelite
Concepy, lnked £ mr N m.:wzos and the discovery of its spirit are one
and _osmmzm et e building of the world, which is disintegrating
foung i a orce filled with unity and loftiness, and all of this is
Lot vmgmammﬂ: of Knesset Yisrael (Ecclesia Israel). The spirit of the
ossibye mMH.mH“m spirit of a complete Name is in her midst, and

uE vithong an s&.omm soul pounds within him to be silent at
mmoning all the powers that lie dormant in the

itig im
thig row

.
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ce of the Lord calls loudly,

Awake, arise to your task! The voi
ovements we distinguish

m the interior of our soul and life's m
must uncover the source of its life to stand apprised of its

it, Israel
spiritual character. Who is a great nation to whom God is close? “A
ch knows the character of its God!”** World civilization

nation whi
's spirit is weakened, darkness covers all the peoples,

totters, man
darkness will cover the earth and fog, the nations.” The hour has arrived;
d, the light of the God of

the light of the wold, the light of the true Go
Israel, revealed by His people, a wondrous people, must be revealed in
consciousness, and the consciousness must be internalized within the
nation, to recognize the unity of her talents, to recognize the Lord Who
rests within her. When she will recognize that there is a God within her,
she will understand how to tap the spring of her life, she will know how
to establish her redemptive vision upon her essential source. She is not
called to draw from foreign wells but rather to tap her depths. She will
draw will from the depth of her prayer, life from the well of her Torah,
“ﬂﬂwwﬁ .mda the root of her faith, organization from the straightness
on _E.u_”__m_. “Mpmmmm from &m fortitude of her spirit, and all that arises
the ?_52“”\% nﬁmw“”m. M: is from the %:.:.Om .Ooa m:.: hovers over
Tam with you, suvs f M MVB the days of Mnm_ss_:m :n& the End. For
— m@.ﬁw e Lor c\. Hosts, the thing that I promised you when
, and My spirit stands in your midst, do not fear.”

nation:
and fro!

mvEM_H_wMMM“.Ew Qd.ﬁEum:ou..h will be renewed through renewal of our
Of rebirth o o,HE will be straightened, all life will glisten with the joy
Off thei, dirty o_cmwsﬂ.mm:nm. all beliefs will don new clothes, will take
bominatiop ; rmqe. mzn._ wear precious raiment, will abandon all the
lights of ro::mMmH mM.. midst, and unite to suckle from the dew of the
€ach natiop, = m, M ..nv were pre-established in the well of Israel for
Ofthe Eqpqyn §=: ividual. The blessing of Abraham to all the nations
N it wil] rece commence activity forcefully and visibly,” and based
anmzcnmoz i Mmence our building in the Land of Israel. The present

$ the preparation of a profound renascence. The supernal

_—m—.:n o
f grace twi
Will pess _ Mmm twinkles. The name Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh - I will be that I
revealed. Give praise to our God.”

Scanned with CamScanner



14 | OROT

MK IMAEMA S mertp e i nvsma obwn rbma
DT oW K DE3Y N0 D 535 o 537
K JPNOK 00 SOAD TR WK Twah e s
T NP AWaYn NI 0K MKYDD Y oY bon
nIXA M bYA MO TMKGA TR M PO TN 2
Yy WK T 5K e e KT T 13T S
oK mwat rbswm ohwn mn A3 8 T
o’ I mhyab mhY TN MpRD by e 19
QAR T S M T DK 0D 3O Kb o 073
59r1n S Mpam iy 13 O ™ D AT w07
paria PV
MDD DT MR T w3 1y 13 7 K MK e
P Y 3 D ) D9 i
S o Ay myna 215 sna omp D
MY Anown Y Sy oown Y Y
WY POy nx om0 oy o3 89 ot
"M 53 oownnm mva Yo ,on ow T ot
MOV 137 b3 e o 9o 00T g™
Y Y T Mebp o Ko DK KO i
PYORTRY Wy mpswn wy oown W o9 i
B3 vowa rbsemen mauyn MpED o 7 ]
M AR Moo Y mown o s o L.v‘._u
WM 5 10 v oxp oM TP

1T nu.w._u:
sl

K

LIGHTS FROM DARKNESS | 145

10

The Election of Israel

The election of Israel will be revealed at the maturity of the world.

Christianity, which had expropriated certain Jewish mystical doctrines, will

stand repudiated. In the meantime, the righteous experience the pain of the
Shekhinah (divine presence).

k&ﬁ the maturity of the world, when the splendor of Israel's holiness
is revealed, there is no room for strayers, for outsiders, to base an
establishment that would repel the Light of Israel, to enforce some
mystical enlightenment or faith'® that would stand outside of the
(Israelite) Nation’s existence, honor and holy influence. For the supernal
light and splendor of unity - whose highest fundamental, the light of
truth in its clarity'® lives in it - is connected to the unique quality of
Israel. The Lord his God is with him and the trumpet of the King is through
him."" Because of the descent of the world and the lowering of the
Israelite soul, the higher unity is separated from its source of unity and
”Hmmww vaﬂmowo ﬁm.a_rmmﬁ:w. .F the world of the living there appears
subject to foreign QMBW”MMo“bNmMMSW mnnwgmmm_nown_mg e
she shricks in eai. e . H.e.mm (Ecclesia Israel) shudders,
el p ] o¢ is to me, my soul is weary! Secrets of Torah are
leters fy mz%%:””am?_a .H._.a Torah is burnt, her scrolls fired and the
(peer) 1 s ::MQMH mMMM Q:_wanm of N_.o:. ash a m\mﬁ has replaced glory
thei Ioing g, 5 - _Mw .”“_v.mwm.ﬂ arise at midnight, their hands on
World, of Israel, of e ?%r_. M. m.. on account of the suffering of the
1Y and mourn, They rert EM (divine _uumwmsn.au of the Torah, they
Th P i Mr ize the depth of pain, its source and effects.
bloo alie siffei e troubles m.._a darkness, all the rivers of spilt
Wickedness i wozcm.m and wanderings, all the derision and hate, all the
PN of hegye Mo:, are but a vague echo of the supernal pain, the
ofthe en, the pain of the Shekhinah (divine presence),'® the paj
essential ideal when sund dfi P .bnw » the pain
*Uperng] ideal is conpect d . . woB the source of its joy,'® and the
the Returp of Israel mSM av to the spirit of people and the choice of man,
the exaltedness of the volitional SPirit.'”” They

lie., the
» € understanding of h
€5es are (turned) o %&mﬁ. of eart] call for Return - We are to Yah and our

A
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p- 186.

184, IHRIV, Letter 1225,
MBK (St. Louis, 5679-5682), pp. 258-260.

185. R. Hayyim Hirschensohn,
186. Mistnah, Yadayim 35,
187. See the first line of Rav Zevi Yehu
1950 edition of Orot; Hayyim A. Shvarts,
193-194; IV, p. 87.

188. Rav Zevi Yehudah Hakol
111, pp. 193-194 IV, p. 87.

189. Orot ha-Kodesh 1L, p. 311.
190. Yoma 54a-b.

191. Yoma 54b.

192 T now see that Rav Zevi Yehudah's own explanation for dubbing Orot “holy
of holies” is that Orot, as opposed to the other works, is devoted exclusively to the
People of Israel. See Shvarts, Mi-Tokh ha-Torah ha-Goélet 111, pp. 16-17, 193-194;

1V, p. 87.

dah Hakohen Kook's introduction to the
Mi-Tokh ha-Torah ha-Goklet 111, pp.

hen Kook, in Shvarts, Mi-Tokh ha-Torah ha-Goelet

Degel Yerushalayim (The Banner of “Jerusalem”)

1. Isaiah 51:16.

Orot Me-Ofel (Lights from Darkness)

ERETS YISRAEL (THE LAND OF ISRAEL)

1. The ti i

M_nnoﬁ&um_womﬂwﬂ_ﬁa &m phrase inserted in Birkat Yotser (Morning Service)

of this piyyut, citin :.m:mrn Mahzor for festivals. For Rav Kook’s interpretation

ha-Goklet > €1ing his grandfather, sce Hayyim A. Shvarts, Mi-Tokh ha-Torah
et (Jerusalem: Zur O, 5747) 111, p, 140

2. InHalakha, » p- 140

: wedo find
into a colleetjy, the concept that the LLand of Israel bonds individual Jews

¢, something that cannot occur outside the Land. See Berakhot 583;
ot 10:11, Kessef Mishneh and Tsafnat Palaneah
ets ha-Minhah, mitsvah 284; Rabbi R. Weinbergs
Brize i MM__H%:.E” Mosad Ha-Rav Kook, 5736), pp- 7*
monides, wﬁ._.m mx_m_m__ \:Hw_dz ve-Yisrael (Av-Ellul 5749) P-
sum 314, it ush ha-Mishnah, Bekhorot 4:3; Avnei Nezehs

» €iting Maharal of Prague, Netivot ‘Olam, Netiv ha-

Maimonides, MT, Hilkhot Berakh
ad ?EE.L_(:.%& Hinukh, K,

Teshuvot Ray Sar mma__‘os mac:
76, n. 8; Rabbj MN. n
109; Horayor 35, Mai
Orah Hayyim, respon:
Tsedaka, chap, ¢,

“Be-‘inyan semikhah be-Erets Visrael u-be-hutsah la-arets,”
d out that the converse—that in exile, the Jewish People do
st differentiate between juridic

nconceivable. We mu
e there pp- 95-96, also quoting Rabbi Yitshak Hutner.

s are reminiscent of Rav Kook’s in Mishpat Kohen, chap. 124, pp.
_RAYaH [ms.], Ki Tissa, 5689.) Cf. Maharal, Netsah Yisrael, chap.
1, Sotah 34a, 8.V odam, citing Yerushalmi Sotah 7:5.

bscribes to the halakhic notion. (See e.g., H. Shvarts,
Torah ha-Goklet 1V, P- 192.) His objection is leveled at reductionists
t the Land is merely a cohesive factor to bond Jews together,
analogous to basket that bonds many small rolls into hallah, an halakhic
mechanism known as tseiruf sal (see Mishnah, Hallah 2:4). (This analogy of tseiruf
gl was actually pointed out to the writer many years ago by one anti-Kookian
Torah scholar in Jerusalem!) Rav Kook is emphatic that the Land of Israel must
1othe viewed as a means to an end but rather as an end in itself.

3, In general, kedushah (sanctity) is by definition something that cannot be
uderstood rationally. (The non-Jew Rudolf Otto understood this truth in his
book, Das Heilige.) The root kds means “removed” or “transcendent.” We refer
Mewa as Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu because He is totally transcendent and remote
anm grasp. Concerning specifically Kedushat Erets Yisrael, the sanctity of the
of Israel, Rav Kook observed that the name of th i i

(5) forms the iniinl o £ . e of the second patriarch Yitshak
e L of el ma.Mr o%w different appellations for the Land: Erets Yisrael
y a- i .
rw??m&. Erets rmlmmn_om:m_mwh”:m Land of Beauty), Erets ha-Hayyim (The
Yh1, Berit Milah, pp, 36 e Holy Land). (See Rav Kook’s Siddur ‘Olat

the Lang. 4k » PP- 598-399.) Isaac was the first “sabra” i i
b raham was borp outside he | st “sabra.” He is symbolic of
biblcy __._= the .rmsa and never left :M . e Fmow died elsewhere. But Isaac
Dliggey mm_ﬂm A Inscrutable a5 sagc? Ra mNmm .Wmm:__ Genesis 26:2). Is there any
n_.m_._m_oao M_wa S nif alyt %mwmmimﬁ .m mS. Yehudah Hakohen Kook referred
w_:o._ the "ner lerusalem, 5753 .w mm_ w;.:: Harav Tsevi Yehudah, Bereshit,
Y v % of Isaac, see gls. P- 191-194, 204-206, 218-219, 228-230
Mty bk lso Robert Alter, 71 g ’
t \ S 1981), p. 53, [saac’ 0 255 Art of Biblical Narrative
* What lies belgyy that ® Passivity is a mystery to us. What

ass :

wnm_ﬂ v_,ﬁ Qz.a_.._ol Why was he so fond
¥¢ lhus it js fitting that Isaac, most

n e ,mwvcmsmoam of phys
. » SYmbglj
o Ompg, olizes a Jang that defies rationa] def
e nal definition.
ght of
D.For g 3 the Land of Israe]” (

e&?a&r she] er o the
H n“anma,. c‘a,z.mw Visra'e
b Ve~ i ;
6, ,,;foz _"_M H»: ) trcumlocution, we fin
iss. » a_ca : ) m‘.:v.nb nro.
Tel }M._ms fthe | /Lights of Renascence” ho:
WS e O Isracl i ) © beginning chap. 5.
Mah). Thic o s HOM itself”

:naaaaan,

9, has wo::n ;
nified entity—is 1
nal subleties. 5

wuvz _P_a»non
it Yitzhab 571

3274 and Shemu 0t ha

j,and Tosafo

Rav Kook, of course, U

Mi-Tokh ha-
who would say tha

Passivj
Bagic B

ra‘ua be-‘erekh eitan
din SK 7:13: “shaky

(ve-ha-vahadust chol ae-..
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the Jewish mystic tradition, Kabbalah, as a force agitating
below Orot ha-Tehiyah, chaps. 57, 60, 64, and Iggerot
“Mashiah Watch 5753, Orot Newsletter (Tishri

7. Rav Kook viewed
for Return to the Land. Cf.
ha-RAYaH I, p. 91, See B. Naor,
5753).

8. “Mighty” (‘adi

r). In SK 6:23: eitan. The meaning remains unchanged.
9. Cf. Sotah 47a: “the charm of a place upon its inhabitants” See Rashi s.v. hen

makom ‘al yoshvav. . |
10. Shabbat 31a. Rav Zevi Yehudah Hakohen Kook used to close his letters with

the formula “Bi-tsefiyat ha-yeshuah ha-shelemah” (“With expectation of the
complete salvation™), an indication of how much a part of everyday awareness this

longing must be.
11. “Side” (¢sedadi). In SK 6:23: epizodi (episodic).
12. “Of any form” (be-'eizo tsurah she-hi). In SK 6:23 these words do not occur.

13. In the 1920 edition of Orot: mitbaletet (protrudes). Corrected in the 1950
edition to mitbatelet (is subsumed). In SK 5:18: mitbatelet.

14. “The essential spring” (ha-maayan ha-atsmi). In SK 5:18: “the essential
Israelite spring” (ha-ma'ayan ha-‘atsmi ha-Yisraeli).

15. Numbers 19:13.

16. Zechariah 2:10; Taanit 3a.

17. “Flowing” (novaat). In SK 5:18: “pounding” (dofeket latset).

18. Jeremiah 31:15-16. See Maharal, Netsah Yisrael, end chap. 1.

19. Joshua 14:15; Genesis Rabbah 14:6,

20. “Through precisely this return” (davka ‘al-yedei shivah zo lehitgalot). These
words are not found in SK 5:18,

21. Genesis 12:2; Pesahim 117a,

We are presented with a Hegelian progression of thesis-antithesis-synthesis.
we.\ Kook is grappling with the dialectic of nationalism (particularism) versus
caé.aw_.;a. In Phase One, Isral is 2 landed nation. In Phase Two, Israel stops
m?ﬂ:z_.m.ssm 4 a nation and assumes the form of religion. Phase three, entered
wﬁ“ﬂ%ﬂ”ﬂﬁﬂ%% N_oq._.lmm the perfect synthesis of the nationalist- vqun:_mlﬁ
idetbe-yitael [“To . ﬂ__mag“.ca,.a»_z conception. (CF. Le-mahalakh hé-
118 When this e e _.onmwm.c: E.Emmm in Israel”] in Orot [1950 ed.], pp- H.o...
of sl Eacnrccaqm a._:._a::n universalism js expressed through the En&:ﬂ_
evolution from 4 v:.&_.ﬂ,mzm_.: German-Jewish thinkers viewed the Exile as Israels
therefoe regarded g ive triba Stale to a more advanced cosmopolitan form E._.u
Hermann etz :Hﬂ:_ﬂ,_ wo Zion as step backward. (A prime example 15
York: Frederick Ungar, _.oﬁw _mﬂa of Reason, Oyy of the Sources of Judaism [ .Zn..m
and the anecdgeg Sz_nnq:. i 4p- .XE, “The Idea of the Messiah and Mankind:
ing him in N, O_mnwnﬂ Franz mommzn:\mﬁ_ His h_w\m and

NOTES TO PAGES 119-123 | 459

5 To this, Rav Kook retorts:
) n, 1961], pp. 53-54, 351.) i ;
Thought [NeW York Schocke that Israel will achieve global influence and impact.

i turn, « :
nly through %_w m_m: ded by Abraham, a universalist, “Father of a Multitude
D . s 0

.o__,_%._-_ M”_w full circle and conclude its history on a universalist note.
of Nations, W1

Rabbi Nathan of Nemirov, Likkutei Tefillot, beginning chap. 20.
. CLRa

va Batra 158a.
m__”a jot 75a. The notion that spiritual attachment to the Land supersedes
24, Ketubot 752.

- implicit in Berakhot 28b, 30a, and is certainly explicit in
m_.u%_ TMMMM“ Mmﬂ wm MMMMM”% ha-RAYaH 11, p. 154; letter of Rav Y.M. Harlap
Wmumw Kook, wzm__.m:& in Hed Harim and as the m.c::mﬁmmnw to xm”& Millin
(Jerusalem: Attiyah, 5732); and letter of Rav Harlap to his son, Mikhtevei 3&3.«.:.
1.9, See B. Naor, “Mikistevei Marom” (“Letters of Rabbi Ya‘akov Moshe Harlap”),
Jewish Action (Summer 5749), p. 82.
5, Isaiah 66:10; Ta‘anit 30.
2. R. Menahem Mendel of Shklov, Mayim Adirim (Jerusalem, 5747), p- 172; R.
Zadok ha-Kohen of Lublin, Sihat Malakhei ha-Sharet (Lublin, 5687), 4d.

.1t is an ancient rabbinic tradition that prophecy rests only in the Land
“Wﬂ_m Mwmw_ww__uci:m Chap. 6.) See beginning Mekhilta. The question arises
ﬁ?.&g?a.c%_mﬁww_wwmxﬁxrﬂﬁ L pragt, Maifisnides
Eﬁsm:_.imn:_g ammm Z_mw\ ~ .m} written that Ewnrmn% is the product of the
900,p.11,ng below, syl M Mm ts of Prophecy [New York: Orthodox Union,
E%EES o :E.E ; Emw lts z%&.ﬁmzmm. chaps. 17-18.) Rav Kook couples
_.MHEQSEM_ deth, H.mwwg_a= elief that Imagination must suffer in the impure
) elief that prophecy js :“_.Hmm H,:ﬂ:mm o ZmS.go:_amw that

IS up; the SEEQ_ :ﬁM::E teno o m.m cm_.m.ﬁ:_mm_ borders

r of Maimonides theory of

Py, ic. S, X
Notes g.g. ¢e B. Naor, Bg- Yam Derekp ( Jerusalem: Zur O, 5744)

Jtiso

. Orot gy ; ._C.ww_m of Prophecy, pp. 11-13, 44-
15gp, 1on of Orot), p. 165, par. 16,
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h Ellul, 5675 (1915) followed Rav Kook to the end of his

ically - usalem and Yeshivat Merkaz Harav - and spiritually:
wacwﬂoﬂw__rﬂ_mﬂm om oo_““ ha-Kodesh (Lights of IE__,:&MN_ ﬁ.m._.rumv.m m”.:. Kook’s
magnum opus. (Three volumes were published during the me%:mm :m.m:_sa anda
fourth posthumously by Rabbi Yohanan Fried.) The day of their meeting became
the most significant in the life of the Nazirite. Twenty years _am._‘ -.o,:z day, he
would present his dying master with the finished galleys of their joint venture,

Orot ha-Kodesh (see OHK L, Intro., pp- 17,24):
On Rosh Hodesh Ellul, 5695 [1935], twenty years after receiving the face of the
Rav, 1 visited him for the last time, with the frontispiece of Orot ha-Kodesh. He
Jav on his deathbed, rejoiced and cried, commanding |me] not to write about
_.:._.: any titles. Two days later, on the third day of Ellul, 5695, the light of lights
was extinguished. The world became dark for us. But the light of his holy Torah
will appear and light up the world.

Rabbi M.Z. Neriyah (Bisdeh ha-RAYaH, pp. 388, 399) wrote that the day of the
Nazirite’s passing—28 Av, 5732 [ie, 1972]—was the exact date of the initial,
fateful encounter with Rav Kook, but that is not possible, as the Nazirite himself
attests that he met Rav Kook on Erev Rosh Hodesh Ellul, which would have been
the 29th of Av. (See further, Preface to Shivhei Kol ha-Nevuah, appended to Kol
ha-Nevuuh [5739 edition].)

In Ha-Zofeh of 29 Av, 5752/28.8.92, p. 9, the Nazirite’s son, Rabbi She’ar-Yashuv
Cohen of Haifs, clarified that his father traveled from Basel to St. Gallen on the

Mm:, of Avin order to spend Erev Rosh Hodesh and Rosh Hodesh Ellul with Rav
{ook,

the Eve of Rosh Hodes

33. Deuteronomy 11:12,

wM ._:”sm”w_ _m“.asw__ E.r:. .S..Em family, the Vilna Gaon writes that he is journeying
allthose mwa o _w.gs is“the delight of all Isracl and the delight of the Lord, and
STRHL T ve m:. :6% below desire her (hemdat kol Yisrael ve-hemdat Hashem

I, kol ha-elyonim ve-ha-tahtonim teshukatam elehah)
35. A spirit of vision” (
habatah)

ruah habatah). In SK 5:76: “the height of vision” (rum
u.m. According to the kg
time of; vm_.mﬁism%mn
Mm all the mitsygy and {
iddur ‘Olag pe;

Rav Zeyi ﬁzhn_m,m P 10-11, 18-19 (sstsit) and 29 (sefillin), and comme

Zemah Zeyj: Letters akohen Kook, Siddyr ‘Olat Re'iyah _._, p- 398, par. 2 e
39, p.97. The letter Mmm__f Zevi Yehudgah Hakohen Kook (Jerusalem, g ra:ﬂ
conception of fydy; U553 at great length the difference between “the 0rga¢

Ism” and the rationalistic variety.

gm:mznw_:ﬁ inspired intention ( Yehi Ratson) recited at the
iic mitsyot, each individual mitsvah taps the universal root

etély interconnects with all 613 mitsvot. See Rav Kook’s
nts by

37, “And
BIOW stronge” . .
Temaing ==n_._m_._m&.=wm_. ?.E_ﬁn?n.su. In SK 5:76: mitadrim. The [meaning

4 NOTE® =™

“«, : .Huu
ifot hen neharah). In SK 5.76: “they add ligh

o Ty %sh ﬁw ww.mEa (mahs

A_.E.m? __Hhmﬂhnsa_. In SK 5:76: motsi (brings forth).
H _MH 4:3.

i Ketubot 752

firan = ar, Patah Eliyahu.

i i i Zoh
 Introduction t0 Tikkunei “ .
“ Exodus Rabbah, beginning Mishpatim (30:3): “And these are the laws. What is

iten above? They shall judge the people at all times [Exodus Hm“.wm_. <<E._m it mmxm
bete, And these are the laws. And the Ten Commandments are intervening. .vam
maybe compared to a noblewoman (matrona ) who was walking, an escort on this
sdeand on that, and she in the middle. So the Torah: laws before her and laws
afer her, and she in the middle” (Cf, RZYH Kook’s introduction to Da'at Kohen,
Reshit Daat”) Rav Kook understands this to mean that civil laws are an essential,
indispensable aspect of Torah. Cf. below Israel and its Renascence, chap. 3.

4. Exodus 28:30,

4. Lamentations 4:20.

. Jeremizh 23:5,

. Exodus 28,39,

8. Yoma 73b, The ,

E.m: .
ﬁ? cz.s%.u, wmmmm:os;m:rn_mnmao:Em breastplate of the High

‘ xagﬁimmgmoa:
E&f,eﬁ Problems. g ehow relate to the process of halakhic

i ms. See Rashi and Rabhj i Hi
ke 2and Raghi Eruvin 63a. In mm:m_.m_H N.:m«.._ E:.mn: AZmENWmH& Emﬁor
: . » LIS Important to know that Rav

W e o O Maimonig
" € Emﬁm:mzosm_ .

3 mﬂfabs m\.-z
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imot Shif wrim—Sukkah, ed. Rabbi H. Reichman (New York,

229; R, Mordechai Fogelman, Beit Mordechai (Jerusalem, 5731), Meh
ﬂm.e, M _:&_w__%.n chap. 39 and B. Naor, Hassagot ha-Rabad le-Mishneh Torah
ﬂﬂ_ﬂm_wﬁu Zur O.r 5745), Introduction. pp. 15-16. m.mm now ><m=.o w_.n. Sosersbi
Ha-Halakha ha-Nevwit (The Prophetic Halakha: Rabbi A.LH. Kook’s Philosophy of

Halakha) (Jerusalem: Magnes, 2007), pp. 209-21 1.

].B. Soloveitchik, Res

50. Leviticus 6:6.

51. Psalm 119:127.

52. Rav Kook posits that some Zionists, though outwardly devoid of faith in God,
are inwardly attracted to the Land of Israel because that is the only place on earth
where a Jew can fully actualize his spiritual potential. If that sounds absurd, Rav
Kook assures us that there are hidden recesses of a Jewish soul that are revealed
only to the adept. Other great rabbis called into question Rav Kook's claim that he
was able to see into the souls of the generation. See Rav Kook's reply to Rav Y.D.
Wilovsky (‘RIDBaZ”), Iggerot ha-RAYaH 11, pp. 186-189. Rav Kook invoked the
saying of the Tikkunei Zohar (tikkun 60) that the generation(s) before Messiah
will be “good on the inside and bad on the outside.” So too in conversation with
Hillel Zeitlin, see H. Zeitlin, Sifran shel Yehidim (Jerusalem: Mosad Ha-Rav Kook,
5740), p. 240.

53. Leviticus 18:5.
54. A conflation of two verses, Psalm 56:14 and 116:9.

55. Midrash Tehillim, ed. Buber (Vilna, 1891), end chap. 56. See Buber's note

there. The concluding sentence “To walk before the Lord in the Land of life. This
is the Land of Israel " is not found in SK 5:242.

HA-MILHAMAH (THE WAR)
36. Song of Songs 2:12,

*7. lsaiah 2535, Cf. Zuriel, Otserot ha-RAYaH 11, p- 938, par. 3.
38. Song of Songs 2:12,

39. Moied Katan 28a,

60. Genesis Rahp, ; : ;
ks ah 42:4 (to Genesis 14:1): “If you see nations warring with one

er, e .

the sm«:”m_ MM_MM Mmz of Messiah, for so it was in the days of Abraham. Through
. gdoms, . ioht inquire what
Breatness” came 1 >¢Erw réatness came to Abraham” One might inquire wih

. .
MMWH“: Hmdagg that :wmw“rmuh“m“”g i et s 103 -
o noaomq,ﬂﬂ wE_._ [the Moabitess| and
z»:aﬁ..a.m :.mz of Messiah, strength
o nzei RAYgH || [Hodesh ha-A
1P 21. See 5532.\.3“ Bavg xa§<

terest in involvement was to save Lot,
Na'amah [the Amonitess], from whott
of Israel, destined to be a light t0 the
iv), p. 20). Cf. Arfilei Tohar (Jerusale™
ma 38b.

AN B A, T o

(1 Sanhedin 982

; ition to mean that God has preordained
; the Eﬁn_uo,ﬁﬁo:
. Kook interprets
mw Rav WD

em salvation, The seeds of righteousness,
ars i order 10 Eo%ﬁm_”ww%% ﬂm w_a battlefield; after the war the harvest of
onically, are planted HM Cf. Resh Millin, Tagin (Crownlets), end “Ha-Zayin”;
ataon i1 % am%mzma m 153, and Rabbi M.Y. Zuriel, Otserot ha-RAYaH
mgwsaw RAYaH L, Mamm ?.o_.: Sinai 12 [5703/1943]: 326-334). Though Rav
ILp & En%mﬁmma portion of the First World War in London, I do not think
ﬂwﬂw_%ﬂv &msam Rav Kook’s thoughts on the subject mw being Bmmm_w .m
wfiection of the English optimism of the period whereby the “Great War,” as it
s called, was to be the “war to end all wars.” In the case of Jewish nationalist
apiraions, the war did result in the defeat of the Turks by the British and the
ltters formal endorsement of the Jews' right to self-determination in Palestine
(‘the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people”), as
expressed in the Balfour Declaration of 1917. Rav Kook writes, “As Europe and
Asia revolutionize their lifestyles, with the passing of the storm of war, a flow of
sew life holy and fresh, will come to the elder of peoples - and its eyes and heart

wil be on H% foundation of its life, the source of its flourishing, its native land, its
bomeland” (Zuriel, p- 942, par. 6),

F:E._._n:né . th i Gt - s
i zocﬂ ¢ selection in Sinai, originally entitled by Rav Zevi Yehudah

:D i : M pae
buad iy %nzﬂwaﬂz ﬂ%mﬁa_s ("Words of Comfort”), besides the material
5 a- “« ”» .
o the i o Fitamah (“The War”), includes many other pieces

y be read as a supplement to the
! fact that Rav Zevi Yehudah Kook
during the agony of the First World War could
in the throes of World War II—“Holocaust”—is
1ans who wouyld argue that World War I was the

¥ Umm_ﬂ:m this has €normous i e
e " » L 1 1 1
, “The Wa e :_Enhmq_:ﬂ_m. W

Mposed, Ray Kook j Emm parochially to the First World

oy fore us, See Zuriel, . 936-9.
_U;_HE Em: reflections slzmmva okl
Caningfy] ¢, y

iht . a Jewish Nag;
g& _EE&E Th ation
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conflagration is designed to set in motion Jewish E%ﬁasmn:nn.. certainly applies
to this more recent chapter of Jewish history as well. Though for some the very
idea is morally repugnant, there is no denying that the establishment of the State of

Israel was the direct outcome of World War 1.

Rav Yaakov Moshe Harlap, Rav Kook’s eminent disciple, did live through World
War IL. At its conclusion, he charged the inhabitants of the D.P. nmjn,.... &?‘_._os..m:m
see that your gatherer is the Lord, God of Israel. Rally to His :p.nx. Throw off from
<oE£.f._2 the yoke of Exile, both exile of the soul and exile of the body Distance
vourselves from the air and soil of the Land of the Nations, from their impurity,
?nw abominations. Settle in the holy and sanctifying air of our Holy Land. oxvgen
for souls” (Imrei Noam [Jerusalem: Beit Zevul, 5707/1947], pp. 6-7). I believe that
essentially this would have been Rav Kook's response as well to the Holocaust

In recent Halakhic literature there has been discussion whether martyrs of the
Holocaust who were other than observant are to be considered as having died al
kiddush hashem (for the sanctification of the Name). See 'Or ha Mizrah 36:3-4
(April-July 1988):311-314. Rav Harlap's answer is a most emphatic “yes,” quoting
Sanhedrin 47a. See Rav YM. Harlap, Imrei Noam, p. 16

63. Siddur, Morming Prayer, Birkat Yotser
64. Psalm 23:4 [n SK 6:103 the quote continues “for You are with me”

65. This may be an inversion of Moed Katan 16b: “ Adino ha- 'Etsni [refers to King
David because| when he would sit and study Torah, he would soften himself as
aworm, and when he would £0 out to war, he would harden himself as wood”

66. Cf Tﬂhcs.. rh.&:m r.‘ x&:nvﬁ ence, Tﬁ.mws_.:ﬁmm hw-.mmﬁ 5

7. “Wi L I o
67. "We lefi” (azavnu). In SK 6:101: hinahnu. The meaning remains unc hanged

68. Genesis Rabbah 75.4; Deuteronomy Rabbah 1:20. The royal purple 15 sy mbolic
o m._a.__.::n facob’s sending it 1o Esau is an expression of Judaism temporarily
relinquishing political power to the Nations for the duration of the Exile

69. Genesis 3314

70. Song of Songs 2:12.

71, Exodus Rabbah 32

4 E h , o
Mordekhai (Johannis Rabbi Aaron Moses Friedensohn, Nishmat Shelom?

72 T berg, 1853), 324. . Rabbi Obadiah Seforno, Numbers 1-2-
/2. Isaiah 6] 9,

73 This was also th
¢ Observat; = 2
(who was ror, ey jy uervation of the prophet of atheism, Friedrich Nietzsche

be

lengthy ntroduction wﬁ»..vx..,*..pa antisemite) in his Genealogy of Morals Sec our
oove. CL below Lighys of Renascence, chaps. 3 and 54

195 - ¢

:_,..:a, Orot,p. 178, par. 1), Rav Kook calls Jewish HistorY

general r,wH:J, Judah Halevi, Kuzari I1. 36, wrote: l_wnﬂﬂ_

.M_.” “_z heart among the organs” Cf. Orot ha-Kodesh ._:.
peaks of Knesset Yisrgel in kabbalistic terms as beié

™. In Opoy Yisrae iy
the tam¢sig ("essence”)
Among the natjons Is
P- 117, where Rav K

TOJ
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» (See Rabbi Moses Codovero, Pardess

ing of its own. . "
gt which has =ohﬂwwr.u See Rabbi Mordechai Joseph Leiner of Izbica,
vein 231 %ﬂ%_mw 1922), Tetse, 37d-38a; B. Naor, Avirin (Jerusalem:

gikoah Pt. 1

« o Rabbah 42:4 )
u.. K 132 the sentence concludes “Amen.

- wrnen in St Gallen, Switzerland in 1915-16, this would seem to be a
e tothe formation in 1915 of the Zion Mule Corps (under E.o no.:_:._msa
4 Trampledor and Jabotinsky) attached to the British Army, which in 1917
arhed mto the Jewish Legion. For Rav Kook's later involvement with the
g durng his days in London, see Iggerot ha-RAYaH 111, pp. 134-8, 141-2,
L=l RZYH Kook, Li-Sheloshah be-Ellul 1, chap. 65.

* ndthrough all of this together” (ve- al-yedei kol zeh yahad). The words are
¥tbundin SK 6:165,

30 .
n{h““hwcaa_oa of contemporary civilization” (e-khol mekhonot ha-
V). In SK 5:267 instead of this circumlocution we find simply:

.Qg?S:sa ivili
. porary civil 4 ami
__ 1Y cwvilized peoples” (le-khol ha-amim ra,wmwwzxﬁ.ﬁ shel
R ey
Binal, the phrage
ol i o 1 malkhut elyon; ishi isi
;u_u __:n__ o) g MEE:»&&&;&E.;_m_mmammaum:mmamﬁ
in,

i amaic phrage jp Daniel 7:18. malkhuta
ve D Peopleg

s ..,_sv_wm _ez_a With a new gpiyi¢»
Ly, T ithney Peoples” (5 isit{
Jﬁ&ﬂx dolaterg» (ha- o
%, m__s_uasro .
_awwreavnw:v.

be-amim baale;
. mim wn&mmr_.sv
Mithalel; .
o halelip, be-elili, ha-hadash;
¥ Profesg idolatry” ?:.ﬁ. E o
ropa h

ruah hadasha). 1

In $K 5:267. “the
a-mit'haleliy, be-

v Onn._.:.w in memm.

h 51:17
€ 1o the Natigpg .
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90. “Nations” (ha-leumim). In SK 5:267: “civilized nations” (ha-leumim hq-
tarbutiyim).

91. Isaiah 2:2.

92
93, Yalkut, Va-Ethanan, chap. 825.

94. Isaiah 60:2.

95. Haggai 2:4-5.

96. Genesis 18:18.

97. “Forcefully and visibly (be-tokef u-be-galuy). The words are not found in SK
5:64.

98. Exodus 3:14.

99. Deuteronomy 32:3.

100. See below, n. 103.

101. “In its clarity” (bi-behiruto). So too in Shemonah Kevatsim 7:12. In the 1950
version, bi-behirato—"“at its choicest”

102. Numbers 23:21.

103. In the Hebrew, “Razei Torah la-hitsonim nimseru.” This theme is a ?:S.c:.\\
of the Lurianic rite of the midnight vigil, Tikkun Hatsot. Verily, the entire piece
in Orot seems to have been written under the spell of Tikkun Hatsot. See Rabbi
Hayyim Vital, Shaar ha-Kavvanot (5663), 58a; Rabbi Joseph Hayyim of Baghdad.
Ben Ish Hai, Year One, sec. Vayyishlah. Cf. Otserot RaMHaL IV (Bnei herk
5746), Iggerot, pp. 330-331.

It is possible that this piece is one of many rejoinders in Orot to Orlm.z.u:_g
Christianity is “some mystical enlightenment or faith” that would underm:a® %n“
election of Israel (cf. below, Israel and Its Renascence, beginning chap- g Qﬂn
ha-Emunah, p. 12, Rav Kook speaks at length of how Christianity mvﬁ_.cwlm-ma ~ a
mystic, agadic elements of Judaism, while holding in total contempt AR
or legal portion of Torah.

Deuteronomy 4:7.

104. A metathesis. See Isaiah 61:3 and Bava Batra 60b. »
105. See Megillah 29a: “Wherever Israel are exiled to, the Shekhinah is with %nn“..u
See also Berakhot 3a: “Every day a heavenly voice coos as a dove, saying e

children for whose sins [ %.v:cw.mm my Eorﬁ. burnt my Temple and exiled %.n:._
w:.“o:m the nations!™ . “The Holy Cmm. blessed be He, shakes His head, mqu“mo.
What good is it to a father who exiled his children, and woe to the childpens

were exiled from thejr father’s table!™ Cf. AT (Jerusalem, 5743), p- 46.

Ravy. ; <

m_.ﬂ M.,.Z. E_.W? eminent disciple of Rav Kook, in a letter addressed t0 A_,_M”uoamon
‘IVors in D.P. camps j , . " ’ ami” (¢

My Peaple”) Ps in Italy, entitled “Nahamu, Nahamu AN shekhinah

holds up the ideal of empathizing with the pain of the

caust
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ished n pamphilet Imirei Notam [Jerusalem: Beit Zevul, 5707/1947], p. 10. See
(Publishe

also Imrei Noam, pp- 20-21.)

6. “From the source of its joy” (mi-mekor taanugeha). In SK 7:12 there occurs
106.

here the additional word mi-shelemutah (“from its wholeness™).

107, “The volitional spirit” (ha-ruah ha-retsini). In SK 7:12: ha-ruah ha-retsoni. It
is doubtful whether the meaning is at all affected.

108, Mishnah, Sukkah 5:4. The initials of the Hebrew words anu le-Yah ve-
eyneinu le-Yah (“We are to the Lord and our eyes are [turned] to the Lord”) form
theword Ellul, the month of preparation before the Yamim Nora’im (Days of Awe,
or High Holy Days, as they are known in English), which is reserved for return,
teshuvah. See Rabbi Abraham Twersky, Maggid of Trisk (Turisk), Magen Avraham
(Lublin, 1887) Reeh, 80c.

YISRAEL U-TEHIYATO (ISRAEL AND ITS RENASCENCE)

_8.. mm_.&.ﬂ 43:21: “This people which I have formed for myself shall relate my

Hsrwhra.mi.vﬁnm in Israel and Its Renascence is a takeoff on this verse, which
raels raison détre its ability to recount the greatness of God.

0. Psalm 111,

UL Isaigh 43,1

12 el oo
fs: s s full of” (male hy Yisrael me-). The words are not found in SK 5:66.
. Braelreflects hi

I §k 5.6, “Israel mau%.mr:_g Wsspirit” (yisrael omed hu be-keren orah zo be-ruho).

?.52...@3. in their spirit, in their lives” (yisrael ‘omedim be-ruham,

—z. me—s mﬁ.—w

— * .

_“m. Psaly, 144:13.15

__p Psalm 3,
i “B '
 OY a repgy;

Ui (1 ebellious picy,

e
Iig, « vah Sorergh) ¢ (temunah sorerah). In SK 5:66: “by a rebellious

€ Tmmﬂ of
redep, tion®
Plion” (et halmut ge'ulato). The words are not found in
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