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Understanding Ketubah Options
Case: Witnesses testify that he divorced his wife and did not pay the ketubah.

The mishnah’s wording: “Evaluate how much someone would pay for his ketubah rights, that if she were widowed or

divorced. And if she dies, her husband inherits her.”

Two problems:
e I their testimony had been accepted, the husband wouldn't have lost the value of his ketubah rights
e What does “And if she dies, efc.” have to do with anything?

Rashi’s explanation of “his” and “hers” ketubah rights —
e His: A lesser likelihood of receiving the ketubah, but better terms during the marriage and in claiming ketubah
e Hers: Greater likelihood of receiving the ketubah

Three approaches

Rav Chisda “His” — The value of the odds of him keeping the ketubah

Rav Natan bar Oshia  “Hers” - The ketubah minus the value of the odds of her collecting the ketubah
Rav Pappa “His"”, but only ketubah, not 2791 °021 (usufruct)
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