King Solomon’s Arc, Week 21: Chapter 5: Promises Fulfilled / The Wisdom of Solomon
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

5:1-8  Gdis fulfilling promises (continued)
1. Talmud, Megillah 11a
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Rav and Shemuel: One said Tifsach was at one end of the world and Aza at the other, and one said Tifsach and Aza
were adjacent, and just as he reigned upon Tifsach and Aza so he reigned over the entire world.

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thapsacus

Thapsacus was an ancient town along the western bank of the Euphrates river that would now lie in modern Syria.
Thapsacus was the Greek and Roman name for the town. The town was important and prosperous due to its river
crossing, which allowed east-west land traffic to pass through it. Its precise location is unknown and there are several
different locations identified as the site of Thapsacus...

Menahem, King of Israel, undertook an expedition and "smote Tiphsah and all that were therein" (2 Kings 15:16).
Easton's states that this expedition implied a march of some 300-400 miles from Tirzah, apparently indicating their
belief that this Tiphsah also refers to Thapsacus. They acknowledge, however, that some scholars identify this as a
reference to Khurbet Tafsah, six miles west of Shechem. Hogg claimed that this verse "cannot possibly refer to any place
on the Euphrates".

3. Divrei haYamim | 22:9
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4. The grapevine and the fig
e Animage of plenty  Michah 4:4, Zechariah 3:10, Shir haShirim 2:13
e And loss Yeshayahu 34:4, Yirmiyahu 5:17, Hosheia 2:14, Yoel 1:7
e Coopted Melachim 11 18:13, Yeshayah 36:16
o The Vine and Fig Tree in George Washington's Letfers https://www.jstor.org/stable/42613108

5. Divrei haYamim Il 9:25
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Melachim (40,000) Divrei haYamim (4,000)
Sanhedrin 21b Rows/Troughs in each stable Stables
Sanhedrin 21b Stables Rows/Troughs in each stable
Ralbag/Abarbanel Horses Troughs
Ralbag Horses Horse and Chariot pairs
Malbim For war For personal use

6. Abarbanel to Melachim | 5:5
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And when it said, “All the days of Solomon” it did not contradict what it then said, “And Gd raised up a satan against
Solomon, Haddad of Edom.. And he was a satan for Israel all of the days of Solomon.” The intent there was that in his
old age, these satans who are mentioned rose against him, and after they arose they were a satan for Israel all of
Solomon’s days, until he died... And because this was in his old age, it is clear that those days of war were brief, and
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most of Solomon’s life was in tranquility, as testified, “For there will be peace and quiet in his days.” You already know
that such declarations describe the majority, not everything.

7. Mishnah, Sanhedrin 2:4 from Devarim 17:16
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“He shall not increases his horses” — but only enough for his chariot.

8. Radak to Melachim | 5:6
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And the Sages said “For he transgressed, ‘He shall not increase his horses.”” The meaning of ‘He shall not increase his
horses’ is inactive ones. Since he only had 12,000 charioteers, and he had 40,000 rows/troughs/stables of horses,
he had many inactive horses. Solomon increased horses and charioteers, even though he had no war; it was only for
honour and exaltation, so that they would accompany him when he travelled from place to place. Also, he had a little
war when he took Chamat Tzovah and Etzion Gever (Divrei haYamim Il 8:3, 8:17).

9. Abarbanel to Melachim | 5:8
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In truth, the number of horses is very large; | have never heard of any non-Jewish king, and | have not seen in any of
the chronicles of their early kings, any king under the sun whose house always - in peacetime, without war or opponent
or harm — [keeping] 40,000 horses unnecessarily, but only for honour and splendour, to accompany him from place to
place and run before him. And our Sages already said that Solomon transgressed “And he shall not increase his horses”
with this, since they were not needed for war. And | think Solomon did not see fit to increase these horses and charioteers
for arrogance and haughtiness and exaltation and a bad path, but rather as a reasonable plan. Because of this [number
of horses], the kings around him feared him and were humbled before him and sent him gifts, which they would not
have done had they not known that he possessed so many chariots, charioteers and horses, such that he could conquer
them at will. It made more sense to do this for peace than to wage war...

5:9-14 Shlomo is wise and the world is impressed
10. Abarbanel to Melachim | 5:9
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To inform us that even though he had many horses and charioteers and household members, this did not keep him from
becoming wise, for his wisdom came from a miraculous source.

11. Malbim to Melachim | 5:9
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Aside from the administrative wisdom mentioned until now, Gd gave Solomon wisdom and very great understanding...

12.Talmud, Gittin 68a
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“I made for myself sharim and sharot and the pleasures of people, shidah and shidot." * Sharim and sharof' are kinds

of music; “the pleasures of people” are pools and bathhouses; “shidah and shidof' were explained [in Babylon] as male

and female demons. In [Israel] they said: litters.



13. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 19:3
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What is “like sand”2 Our Sages said: He gave him wisdom parallel to all Israel, as in, “And Israel’s number shall be as
the sand of the sea, etfc.”
Rabbi Levi said: Just as sand is a fence for the sea, so wisdom was a fence for Solomon. As the saying goes, “Lacking
knowledge, what have you acquired? Having acquired knowledge, what do you lack?” And Mishlei 25:28: “An
exposed city, without a wall - this is @ man who has no restraint upon his spirit.”

14. An intentional linking of his wisdom with Israel
e Immeasurable (Radak)

e As wise as all Israel (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:3)
e The wisdom he requested in 3:8-9

15. Midrash Tanchuma, Chukat 6
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And what was the wisdom of the people of kedem? They knew the constellations and were clever in the birds.

16. Abarbanel to Melachim | 3:10
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17. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 19:3
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18. The wise people named in 5:11
e Known philosophers (Abarbanel)
e Sons of Zerach ben Yehudah in Divrei haYamim | 2:6 (Rashi)
e leviyim who sang (Radak)
e Wise figures of Jewish history (Kohelet Rabbah 7:1:23)

19. Midrash, Kohelet Rabbah 7:1:23

"RIW awn a1 Pom "nAIRT KD own" (09 2°9aN) 2°N07 ,077aR AT NIRRT L WRIT 2TRD "0TRT 2on oom"

*12" YT 120w 02T NT A "YTIm” LLLLA0 909001 (T nPwRI2) 29027 Ao AT "R LRT 1aR1 002 9a2" (20 1aTna)
2avn awyn Dy a"apn on tnnw YR 1R "nn

20.King Solomon as a man of meshalim Mishlei 1:1, 10:1, 25:1; Kohelet 12:9



21.3000 meshalim, 1005 poems?
e 18 = “lesson”
o Three lessons — Three parts of Mishlei
o Five lessons
» Three in Mishlei, plus Shir haShirim and Kohelet (Rashi)
= Five parts of Shir haShirim, plus the “song of 72x” at the end (Malbim)
e mx=1,000
o 3000 meshalim on each item in Torah, 1005 reasons for everything in the prophets (Eruvin 21b)
o 3000 meshalim teaching character, 5000 poems about the world of the angels (Abarbanel)

22.Radak to Melachim | 5:12
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23.Ralbag to Melachim 1 5:12
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24. Midrash Tanchuma, Chukat 6
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25.Rabbeinu Yehonatan of Lunel, Commentary to Rif to Pesachim 56a
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26. Midrash, Pesikta d’'Rav Kahana (Mandelbaum ed.) #4
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Is it possible to speak to the trees, “from the cedars of Lebanon to the hyssop emerging from the wall”2 Rather: Solomon
said: Why does this metzora become ritually pure with the tallest of the tall and the shortest of the shorte If someone
elevates himself like a cedar, he will be struck with #zara‘at, and once he lowers himself like the hyssop he will be healed
with the hyssop.

27.Kohelet 7:23, Mishlei 30:18
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28.Talmud, Yoma 14a
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If it converts the ritually impure to become ritually pure, then how much more so the ritually pure! What will Rabbi Akiva
reply? This is what Solomon said, “I said | would become wise, but it is remote from me. (Ecclesiastes 7:23)"

29. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 30:15
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