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This is the law of the eruption of #zoraasbe it in a woolen garment, or
a linen garment, or in the warp [lengthwise] thread, or in the woof
[widthwise] thread, or in any leather-made object, that it be
pronounced pure, or that it be pronounced impure.
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May the words of my mouth and the prayer of my heart be _ N
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acceptable to You, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
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5. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and Conversation: Leviticus, p. 190

What then links human skin, garments, and walls of houses? The
answer is that they all mark a boundary between inside and outside. They
are the outer surfaces covering something whose essential significance
is within.

The nature of the punishment testified to the kind of sin that pro-
voked it. It was a sin that sought to hide - therefore it was made public.
It was a sin that sought to make someone else a pariah - therefore the
one who committed it was made a pariah: “As long as he has the dis-
ease he remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the
camp” (Lev. 11:46).
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This is the nature of malicious gossip. It is the kind of thing that
people speak with hushed voices and often deny when accused of it. It
sows suspicion and dissension. It wrecks communities. It can destroy
reputations and careers. It damages relationships, undermining the
respect and trust on which families and communities depend. It is secre-
tive and devastating.

Nothing could do more to damage the kind of nation God was
inviting the Israelites to become through their collective experience in
Egypt and in the wilderness: a community built on shared memories,
hopes, and expectations, and a sense, given by covenant, of collective
responsibility.
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Shmuel said that the phrase: “The bread of affliction [/ehem oni]” HNY Dnb” NIV N
(Deuteronomy 16: 3) means bread over which one answers [onim) oY PIVY BN — N3
matters, i.e., one recites the Haggadah over matza. 037
That was also taught in a baraita: Lehem oniis bread over — 2 DN 27 NI NI
which one answers many matters. 1270 DT PY PIYY 0N

Felps, W., Mitchell, T. R., & Byington, E. (2006). How, when, and why bad apples spoil the
barrel: Negatlve group members and dysfunctional groups. Research in Organizational
Behavior, 27,175-222.

Cooperation. Cooperation is perhaps the most quintessentially “integra-
tive” component of group work. One way bad apples inhibit cooperation is
by undermining what has been called “depersonalized trust™ or the “positive
expectation or presumption that interpersonal risks can be assumed with a
reasonable degree of confidence that others [in the group] will not betray or
violate the trust” (Kramer & Wei, 1999, p. 146). A central facet of deper-
sonalized trust is the knowledge that others will abide by norms of civil
behavior. When a negative member steals credit or spreads negative gossip,
other employees’ begin to lose confidence (i.e. decrease their expectations)
that cooperation will result in mutually beneficial outcomes. Kramer and
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