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Introduction Rasumes
1. Link for an in-depth series on lyov https://www.yutorah.org/search/2teacher=81072&collection=4575

2. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a
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A sage before Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmani said: lyov did not exist and was not created; he was a parable.
e Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: To you it says, "There was a man in the land of Utz, and his name was lyov!"
o But then Shemuel Il 12:3, "The pauper had naught but one small lamb he had bought, and he nurtured her, etc." -
was there such a person? He was a parable, and so too herel!
o But then why tell his name and city?

3. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22
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The incredible matter of lyov is of the type we have been discussing, a parable to explain human views regarding Divine

supervision. You already know their explanation, and how some have said, "lyov did not exist and was not created; he

was a parable," and how those who thought he existed and was created and his story is about a real event knew neither

his time nor his location... This strengthens the view that he did not exist and was not created...

Background on the story of lyov

4. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22
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It did not say, "And the bnei ha'Elokim and the Satan came to stand upon Gd," which would have indicated that all
were in one relationship, as equals. Rather, it said, "And the bnei ha'Elokim came to stand upon Gd, and the Satan
was also among them." Language like this is stated only regarding someone who was not intended or invited personally.
When the intended parties came, he mixed into the group as well.

How could Hashem do this to lyov?
5. Midrash, Pesikta Rabti 26
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Yirmiyahu said: When | ascended to Jerusalem | lifted my eyes and saw a woman seated atop the mountain... Yirmiyah
said to her: Your blows resemble the blows of lyov. lyov's sons and daughters were taken from him, and your sons and
daughters were taken from you. | took lyov's silver and gold, and | took your silver and gold. | cast lyov into the heap,
and | made you a heap of manure. And just as | returned and comforted lyov, so | will return and comfort you. | doubled
lyov's sons and daughters, and | will double your sons and daughters. | doubled lyov's silver and gold, and | will do so
for you. | moved lyov from the heap, and regarding you (in Yeshayah 52:2) it says, "Shake yourself from the dust, arise,
return to Jerusalem"...

Face 1: lyov was flawed from before this story began

6. Mishnah Sotah 5:1 (Sotah 27b)
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https://www.yutorah.org/search/?teacher=81072&collection=4575

On that day, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Hyrcanus taught: Job served Gd [at the start of the book] only out of love, as 13:15
says, “Though He kill me, /o | will hope.” But the matter is still hanging — “for Him | hope”, or “I do not hope”2 27:5
says, “Until | expire, | will not remove my purity,” teaching that he acted out of love.

Rabbi Yehoshua said: Who will remove the dirt from your eyes, Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai, for you taught all your
life that lyov served Gd only out of awe, as it says, “A man without flaw, and righteous, and in awe of Gd, and avoiding
evil,” and Yehoshua, student of your student, taught that he acted out of love!

7. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, 217 »777 9, Part 2, Gordon tr. https://www.sefaria.org/Kol_Dodi_Dofek%2C_Job
You were a sound and just man, Gd-fearing and avoiding of evil. You did not use your power and wealth for ill. You
gave much charity (“Righteousness | wore, and it robed me, my justice was a robe and turban” [Job 29:14]). You did
not hesitate to offer assistance and support to others, and you stood by them in their hour of peril and distress (“Did |
not deliver the poor that cried out and the orphaned that had none to help him2” [Job 29:12]). However, you were still
short of attaining that great trait of loving-kindness in two respects: (a) never did you bear the communal yoke, nor did
you participate in the trouble and grief of the community, and (b) you did not feel the pain of [i.e., empathize with] the
individual sufferer. As a man blessed with a good heart, you may have momentarily pitied the orphan. You had vast
amounts of money and you wanted for nothing, hence you gave a respectable amount of tzedakah [charity]. However,
lovingkindness encompasses more than fleeting sentiment and cheap sentimentality. Loving-kindness demands more
than a momentary tear and a cold coin. Loving-kindness means empathizing with one’s fellow man, identifying with his
hurt and feeling responsibility for his fate...

You were a contemporary of Jacob, who wrestled with Laban, Esau, and the angel at the stream of Yabok (Genesis
32:23-32). Did you help Jacob with advice?2 Who was Jacob? A poor shepherd. And you? You were rich and a man
of influence. Had you related to Jacob with appropriate sympathy and with steadfast loving kindness, he would not
have had to pass through such a multitude of tribulations...

The Holy One said to the friends of Job, “Now, therefore, take unto you seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to My
servant Job and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering, and My servant Job shall pray for you” (42:8). Behold, | will
test Job yet another time. Let him be tested publicly. Does he now know how to pray for others and participate in their
travail? Did he learn anything in the hour of retribution and divine anger2 Did he adopt for himself a new style of
collective prayer that encompasses the community? If he pleads for you, he will bring his salvation and yours; “For to
him | will show favor” (42:8). Then you shall know that Job was redeemed from the narrow straits of egotism and entered
into the vistas of communal empathy; and that social isolation has ended and communal affiliation has appeared in its
stead. A wonderful thing happened. Job suddenly understood the nature of Jewish prayer. He discovered in one moment
its plural voice and the attribute of loving-kindness that sweeps man from the private to the public domain. He began to

live a communal life, to feel the community’s hurts, to mourn its disasters and rejoice in its moments of celebration...

8. Avot d'Rabbi Natan 7:1b on 9n%a 513 a1y 1919
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Not literally the members of your household; rather, that paupers should speak of what they eat and drink in your home,
as paupers would speak of what they ate and drank in lyov’s home. When they encountered each other, one would
say to another, ‘From where did you come?’ ‘From lyov’s home. Where are you going?’ ‘To lyov’s home.” And when
lyov experienced the great suffering, he said before Gd: ‘Master of the Universe! Did | not feed the hungry and give
drinks to the thirsty2" As in lyov 31:16, ‘Did | eat my bread alone, without an orphan eating therefrom?’ "And did | not
clothe the unclothed?" As in lyov 31:20, ‘Did he not warm himself with the shearing from my sheep?’
Nonetheless, Gd replied to lyov: lyov! You did not reach even half of Avraham’s measure. You sit and wait in your
home and guests enter to you. You feed wheat bread to one who normally eats wheat bread. You feed meat to one
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who normally eats meat. You give wine to one who normally drinks wine. Avraham did not do this; rather, he went out
into the world and circulated, and when he found guests he brought them into his home. He gave wheat bread to those
who did not normally eat wheat bread, he gave meat to those who did not normally eat meat. He gave wine to those
who did not normally drink wine. Not only that, but he built great halls near the roads, and placed [there] food and
drink. Anyone who entered ate and drank and blessed Gd. Therefore, | gave him nachat ruach. And anything the mouth
requested was found in Avraham’s house, as it is written, ‘And he planted an eshel in Beer Sheva.’

Face 2: lyov was not flawed, but he had something to learn
9. Talmud, Bava Batra 16a
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"Job still did not sin with his lips" — Rava said: He did not sin verbally, but he sinned in his heart.

10. Rashi to 38:2
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Who is this who darkens counsel and corrupts with words and long speeches, for | wrote at the start of the book, “a
complete and righteous man”, placing My name upon him...

11.1bn Ezra to 42:7
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For he admitted, and said, “I regret it.”

Face 3: The suffering wasn’t about lyov

12. Rashi to 42:7, based on Talmud, Bava Batra 16b
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He did not sin against Me other than by saying, “He destroys complete and wicked”... And if he added words, he

spoke because of the harsh suffering which weighed on him and overpowered him. But you sinned when you declared

him wicked... And you strengthened him in his wickedness, and in the end you were silenced and defeated before him,

and you should have comforted him as Elihu did. And not only did Job experience pain and suffering, but you added

iniquity to your sin by angering him.

13. Amos Chacham (20t century Israel), Daat Mikra Commentary to lyov 1:7
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Satan did not name a particular place from which he had come. Apparently, he meant to say, “l have not come to

inform of a particular sin performed in one place; rather, the whole land is filled with sin, for there are no righteous

people on earth.”...

14.lbn Ezra to 42:10
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“The captivity of Job” — which was held by the Satan; He now removed it from him.

15.1bn Ezra to 42:17
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Gd performs His will, oppressing wicked and righteous alike. There are also righteous and wicked people to whom Gd

gives every benefit they desire... And to know this wisdom, why this happens, is elevated beyond human ken. The

message is that just as people do not know Gd’s deep thoughts and decrees, perhaps these decrees He ordered against

me, He knows why He decreed them and it is not because | sinned before Him.



