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This shiur is kindly sponsored by Arnold and Sharon Rosenberg in honor of the yahrzeit Mrs.
Bella Bura - Baila bas Avraham Yitzchak 7"y
and by
Marilyn and Eliot Lauer in honor of her beloved late mother upon her 4" yahrzeit (15 Shevat),
Mrs. Judith L. Abraham Steinberg, Yehudis Liba bat Simcha Ha Cohen 7"V

Weakness or Strength
1. Bereishis 32:10-11
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The LORD further said to Moses, “I see that this is a stiffnecked people.
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Now, let Me be, that My anger may blaze forth against them and that I may destroy them, and

make of you a great nation.”
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Problem
2. Shmos 34:9
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and said, “If I have gained Your favor, O Lord, pray, let the Lord go in our midst, even though

this is a stiffnecked people. Pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for Your own!”

3. lbn Ezra 34:9
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Stiff Necked

4. Talmud Bavli, Beitza 25b
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The lupine [turmus], an extremely bitter legume that is edible only after an extensive process,
will cut off the feet of the enemies of the Jewish people, a euphemism for the Jewish people
themselves. As it is stated: “And the children of Israel continued to do evil in the eyes of
the Lord, and served the Baalim and the Ashtaroth, and the gods of Aram and the gods
of Zidon and the gods of Moab and the gods of the children of Ammon and the gods of
the Philistines, and they forsook the Lord and did not serve Him” (Judges 10:6).
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By inference from that which is stated: “And they forsook the Lord,” do I not know that
they did not serve Him? Rather, for what purpose does the verse state the seemingly
unnecessary words “and did not serve Him”? Rabbi Elazar said: The Holy One, Blessed
be He, said: My children did not treat Me even like this lupine, which, because it is
inedible as it is, must be cooked in water seven times in order to temper its bitter taste and is
eventually made so sweet that one eats it as a dessert after a meal. They worshipped all seven
types of idolatry listed in the verse, and even after I punished them for each and every one of
them, they still refused to repent from their evil ways. Instead, they remained rebellious and
did not serve Me.
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The Gemara considers another aspect of the character of the Jewish people. It is taught in a
baraita in the name of Rabbi Meir: For what reason was the Torah given to the Jewish
people? It is because they are impudent, and Torah study will weaken and humble them. A
Sage of the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught the following with regard to the verse: “From
His right hand went a fiery law for them” (Deuteronomy 33:2); The Holy One, Blessed be
He, said: Based on their nature and character, these people, the Jews, are fit to be given a
fiery law, a hard and scorching faith. Some say a different version of this baraita: The ways
and nature of these people, the Jews, are like fire, as, were it not for the fact that the Torah
was given to the Jewish people, whose study and observance restrains them, no nation or
tongue could withstand them.
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And this is the same as what Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: There are three impudent
ones: The Jewish people among the nations; the dog among animals; and the rooster
among birds. And some say: Also the goat among small cattle. And some say: Also the
caper bush among trees.

5. Lupinus, Wikipedia

Lupinus, commonly known as lupin, lupine, or

regionally bluebonnet etc., is a genus of flowering plants in

the legume family Fabaceae. The genus includes over 199 species,
with centers of diversity in North and South America. Smaller
centers occur in North Africa and the Mediterranean. They ate
widely cultivated, both as a food source and as ornamental plants,
although in the Nordic countries and New Zealand's South Island,
introduced lupins are viewed as a severe environmental threat.

The legume seeds of lupins, commonly called lupin beans, were
popular with the Romans, who cultivated the plants throughout
the Roman Empire where the lupin is still known in

extant Romance languages by names such as lupini.

Seeds of various species of lupins have been used as a food for
over 3000 years around the Mediterraneanand for as long as 6000
years in the Andes. Lupins were also used by many Native
American peoples such as the Yavapai in North America.

The Andean lupin or tarwi (Lupinus mutabilis) was a widespread
food in the Incan Empire; but they have never been accorded the
same status as soybeans, dry peas and other pulse crops. The pearl
lupin of the Andean highlands of South America, Lupinus
mutabilis, known locally as tarwi or chocho, was extensively cultivated, but no conscious genetic
improvement other than to select for larger and water-permeable seeds seems to have been made. Users
soaked the seed in running water to remove most of the bitter alkaloids and then cooked or toasted the seeds
to make them edible, or else boiled and dried them to make kirku, reported as a pre-Columbian practice
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in Las Relaciones geograficas de Indias. Spanish domination led to a change in the eating habits of the
indigenous peoples, and only recently (late 20th century onward) has interest in using lupins as a food been
renewed.

6. Ben Yehoyada, ad loc.
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7. Maharsha, ad loc.
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8. Drashos El Ami, Chanukah Purim and Special Shabbasos
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Approach 1: The most fitting tough student

9. Rav Shimshon Rephael Hirsch, Shmos 34:9

V. 8—9. That, of which Moses previously had had only a prese,
timent of its being God’s intention in choosing the “most stiff-neckes
nation” (Ch. XXXII,11) had now been made absolutely clear to him. Jus
as it was their political weakness and abandoned helplessness which made
Israel the most suitable nation for the revelation of God's power to govem
human history, so was it the natural innate obstinacy of the race, which
made it the most suitable for the revelation of the Divinity of His Torah,
by means of which God showed the mightiness of His power of educatio.
Just because it is a stiff-necked people should God wander in their mids,
to show on them, on this “hardest” nation, the wonderful educational power
of His Torah and of His sway, and forgive them again and again, and g°
on forgiving them — every pardon presupposes a step towards betterment
— until the miracle of the education of Israel shall have become accomp”
lished, and this hardest of all peoples shall have in reality become God's

Own for ever.

10. Rav Shimshon Rephael Hirsch, Shmos 14:11

V. 11. They were doubtful with regard to Moses’ mission. In
their position, and from their standpoint, a very understandable doubt.
How could they, how dared they, just quietly assume that God would help
them in such an extraordinarily miraculous manner, for which there was
absolutely no precedent, and which was so completely against all natural
expectation. These continuous doubts form an important proof for the truth
of Moses" mission, as R. Jehuda Halevi remarks in the Kusri. Moses had
to deal with a clear-minded people whose minds were not befogged by
fantastic ideas, and who were not easily taken in, or convinced, by the
first man who comes along. If then, ultimately, this very people have cheer-
.f.tu given themselves up for centuries to fight the world, and to die for
the teachings of this Moses”, it is a proof that the sending of this Moses
Must have won them over to an unassailable conviction by the force of actual
deeds and occurrences. — "1 K *9am. This sharp irony even in moments

of deepest anxiety and despair is characteristic of the witty vein which is
inherent in the Jewish race from their earliest beginnings.
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Approach 2: Jewish Against all Odds

11. Midrash Rabba, Shmos 42:9
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And, behold, it is a stiff necked people- Rabi Yakim said: Three are the
undaunted: among beasts, it is the dog; among birds, it is the cock; and
among the nations it is Israel. Rabi Yitzchak ben Redifa said in the name
of Rabi Ammi: You think that this is said disparagingly, but it is really in
their praise. Rabi Abin said: To this very day Israelites in the Diaspora
are called the stiff necked people.

Story: Resilience

12. Dr. Yaffa Eliach presents an incredible story in her work Hasidic Tales of the

Holocaust (pages 101-105)

“After the ordeal was over, a young German officer of low rank walked over
to the group and said, “I don’t know who will win this war, but one thing I
am sure of — people like you, a nation like yours, will never be defeated,
never.””

13. Avos 5:20
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Judah ben Tema said: Be strong as a leopard, and swift as an eagle, and fleet as a gazelle, and
brave as a lion, to do the will of your Father who is in heaven. He used to say: the arrogant is
headed for Gehinnom and the blushing for the garden of Eden. May it be the will, O Lord our
God, that your city be rebuilt speedily in our days and set our portion in the studying of your

Torah.
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