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and the 47th Yahrtzeit of Rabbi Dr. Samuel Belkin "x1
Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman
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16. “The Nine Aspects Of The Haggada,” R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, The Yeshiva University
Haggada, 1984

The drama of Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim begins with Kiddush and closes with Nishmat and
Yishtabach after the meal. In fact, this is the reason that the Shulkhan Arukh, is so careful in
specifying that the Kiddush on the night of the fifteenth of Nissan should be recited after
astronomical nightfall...Kiddush is part of Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim, and therefore, must take
place on the night of the fifteenth proper. Kiddush the night of Pesach plays two roles. One is the
normal role of Kiddush as the introduction of the festive meal as on every festival. Secondly, it is
part of Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim. Kiddush contains within it the statement "who has chosen us
from all nations," which is identical to the third language of Geulat Mitzrayim found in Sidrat
Va'era (6:7) "Velakachti": "and shall take you unto me for a nation." Moreover, there is another
more basic reason for Kiddush playing a role in Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim. Sippur Yetziat
Mitzrayim contains within it two elements. One is the recitation of certain passages. Second, is the

element of performing certain actions, eating of certain foods, etc. When one eats Matza, Marror,
and Korban Pesach on the Seder night one fulfills these specific mitzvot. However, in addition,
through the eating of these foods one is able to teach and convey the messages of Geulat
Mitzrayim. They function as audio-visual aids in our educational scheme, namely, the Seder. This
is what Rabban Gamliel was trying to convey. (in the Mishna "Whoever has not said these three
things has not fulfilled his obligation" 10:5.) He wanted the Jew, before he partakes of the foods,

to explain their significance and message, to all who are at this table. Sippur Yetziat Mizrayim is a
careful blend, then, of narrative, teaching and actions to get across a unified message.
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