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12. Lonely Man of Faith Ch. 1-2 (excerpts)

Modern science has emerged victorious from its encounter with nature because it has sacrificed 
qualitative-metaphysical speculation for the sake of a functional duplication of reality … [Adam 1] is 
not fascinated by the question, "Why does the cosmos function at all? nor is he interested in the question, 
""What is its essence?" He is only curious to know how it works… nurtured by the selfish desire on the part 
of Adam to better his own position in relation to his environment…

He [Adam 2] looks for the image of God not in the mathematical formula or the natural relational 
law but in every beam of light, in every bud and blossom, in the morning breeze and the stillness of 
a starlit evening. In a word, Adam the second explores not the scientific abstract universe but the 
irresistibly fascinating qualitative world where he establishes an intimate relation with God… Adam 
the second lives in close union with God. His existential "I" experience is interwoven in the awareness of 
communing with the Great Self whose footprints he discovers along the many tortuous paths of creation.
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II – The Spiritual Cost of Scientific Progress

 

1. Sanhedrin 102b – 

 
Rav Ashi ended [his lecture] just before reaching [the topic] of the three kings. 
He said to his students: Tomorrow we will begin with our ‘colleagues’ [the three 
kings] 

 

Manasseh came and appeared to him in his dream. [He] said to him: You called 
us your colleague and the colleagues of your father? [How dare you charactferize 
yourself as our equal?] [I will ask you], from where are you required to begin 
cutting a loaf of bread [when reciting the blessing]: Who brings forth bread from 
the earth? Rav Ashi said to him: I do not know. Manasseh said to him: Even this, 
from where you are required to begin cutting a loaf of bread when reciting the 
blessing: Who brings forth bread from the earth, you did not learn, and yet you 
call us your colleague? Rav Ashi said to Manasseh: Teach me this halakha and 
tomorrow I will lecture and cite it in your name during my lecture. Manasseh 
said to him: One cuts the loaf from where it crusts as a result of baking. 

 

 

Rav Ashi said to [King Menasseh in a dream]: Since you were so wise, 
what is the reason you engaged in idol worship? [Manasseh] said to him: 
Had you been there [at that time], you would have lifted the hem of 
your cloak and run after me [due to the fierce desire to engage in idol 
worship]. The next day Rav Ashi said to the Sages as a prelude to his 
lecture: We will begin with the treatment of our teachers, [those kings 
who were greater than us in Torah knowledge].

2. Seder Olam Rabbah Ch. 30 –  

“The horned ram, that is the king of Greece; the mighty horn that is 
between his eyes, that is the first king.” (Dan. 8:21)  “A valiant king 
will arise … and when he arises, his kingdom will be broken and 
separated in the four directions of the sky.” (Dan. 11:3-4) That is 
Alexander the Macedonian who ruled for 12 years. Until that time 
there were prophets prophesying by the Holy Spirit; from there on 
(Prov. 22:10) “bend your ear and listen to the words of the wise,” 
… And so it says (Deut. 32:7): “Ask your father and he will tell you, 
your elders and they will inform you.” I could think of old men from 
the market place, the verse says “they will inform you.” From this 

...
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you learn that an elder is a man who has acquired wisdom.

3. Vilna Gaon’s Commentary to Seder Olam –

:

“Until then there were prophets” - When they slew the Evil Inclination, prophecy ceased.

4. Yoma 69b –  

“They cried with a loud voice to the Lord God (Nehemiah 9:4). What 
was said? Rav said, and some say it was  said: Woe, woe. 
It is this, [the evil inclination for idol worship] that destroyed the 
Temple, and burned its Sanctuary, and murdered all the righteous 
ones, and caused the Jewish people to be exiled from their land. And it 
still dances among us, [it still affects us]. Didn’t You gave it to us for 
solely for the purpose of receiving reward [for overcoming it]. We do 
not want it, and we do not want its reward.  

A note fell to them from the heavens upon which was written: Truth,
[indicating that God accepted their request]
from this that the seal of the Holy One, Blessed be He, is truth.)  

They observed a fast for three days and three nights, and He delivered 
the evil inclination to them. A form of a fiery lion cub came forth from 
the chamber of the Holy of Holies. Zechariah the prophet said to the 
Jewish people: This is the evil inclination for idol worship, as it is stated 
in the verse that refers to this event: “And he said: This is the evil one” 
(Zechariah 5:8).  

When they caught hold of it one of its hairs fell, and it let out a shriek 
of pain that was heard for four hundred parasangs. They said: What 
should we do [to kill it]? Perhaps, Heaven forfend, they will have mercy 
upon him from Heaven, [since it cries out so much]. The prophet said 
to them: Throw it into a container made of lead and seal the opening 
with lead, since lead absorbs sound. As it is stated: “And he said: This is 
the evil one. And he cast it down into the midst of the measure, and he 
cast a stone of lead upon its opening” (Zechariah 5:8). [They followed 
this advice and were freed of the evil inclination for idol worship.]  

The Sages said: Since it is an auspicious time, let us pray also 
concerning the evil inclination for sin in the area of sexual relationships. 
They prayed, and it was also delivered into their hands.

 

[Zechariah] said to them: See and understand that if you kill this [evil 
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inclination], the world will be destroyed because [as a result there will 
no longer be any desire to procreate]. They followed his warning, and 
instead of killing it, they imprisoned it for three days. They searched for 
a fresh egg throughout all of Eretz Yisrael and could not find one. 

 

They said: What should we do? If we kill it, the world will be destroyed. 
If we pray for half, i.e., that only half its power be annulled, nothing will 
be achieved because Heaven does not grant half gifts, only whole gifts. 
What did they do? They gouged out its eyes, effectively limiting its 
power, and set it free. And this was effective to the extent that a 
person is no longer aroused to commit incest with his close relatives 

 

5. B’reishis Rabbah 9:9 –

“Very good” refers to the evil inclination. Is the evil inclination very 
good?! Rather, without the evil inclination, humanity would not build 
houses, marry, reproduce, or conduct business.

6. Michtav Me’Eliyahu Vol. 3 pg. 233 – 

...

 

We find in the words of Rabbi Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin that 
as long as the evil instinct of idolatry existed, there was 
prophecy to counterbalance it, and there were visible 
miracles in Israel. For “God created [forces] to oppose one 
another.” For there is always a balance between the 
powers of holiness and impurity. And as long as there was 
prophecy in the world, by which sensory/visceral faith is 
attained, there were also visceral forces facilitating [the 
credibility] idolatry … so that it free choice is preserved. We 
also see that in the early days of the Second Temple the 
desire for idolatry was destroyed, and conversely prophecy 
also ceased from the Jews. And even though the need to 
eliminate the instinct of idolatry was so clear to them that 
they were willing to give up such high levels [of spirituality], 
they nevertheless did not fast until the note fell from heaven 
that had the word “truth” written on it. 
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Hashem’s the World (Avraham Fried 1986)

You don't have to understand it 
Just feel it in the air 
See it in the old man's gentle smile 
We don't have to see Him, 'cause we all know that He's there 
I'll sing to you a while 
Hear it in the mountains' echo, in the oceans' roar 
See it in the rolling clouds above 
Even though it's all been said ten thousand times before 
We know- Hashem's the world, Hashem we love

 

7. Speech of Angels: Addendum (R’ Zadok) –    

 

:

Aristotle who was the greatest of the sages of the nations of 
the world in secular wisdom was a contemporary of Shimon 
Hatzadik who was the greatest of the sages of the Truth – the 
sages of the Mishnah and Oral Law. For God created opposing 
forces. All of the sages of the nations of the world before 
[Aristotle and Greek philosophers] had their wisdom rooted in 
the supernatural… and the sages of Greece began to establish 
the wisdom of science and study the nature of things, though 
they only attributed it to the laws nature. But the wisdom of the 
sages of the Jews is to recognize in wisdom that God oversees 
the world and “rides” upon angels who are the spiritual forces 
of nature. And the experience of prophecy, the vision of heaven 
opening up to them, facilitated a visceral knowledge of God and 
His glory filling the world. [This was lost by the advent of 
science and Oral Torah.]

 

 

 

 

 

(L to R) Alexander the Great kneels before Shimon HaTzaddik; Alexander the Great listening to
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III – The Utility of Scientific Progress 

8. Bava Metzia 42a

 

The Sages taught: One who goes to measure the grain on his threshing floor recites: 
May it be Your will, O Lord, our God, that You send blessing upon the product of our 
hands. If one began to measure the grain he says: Blessed is He Who sends blessing 
upon this pile of grain. If one measured and afterward recited 
this blessing, this is a prayer made in vain, because blessing is 
found neither in a matter that is weighed, nor in a matter 
that is measured, nor in a matter that is counted. Rather, it 
is found in a matter concealed from the eye, as it is stated: 
“The Lord will command blessing with you in your 
storehouses ”.

9. Maharal Chiddushei Aggados Shabbos 113b – 

 
 

 

For blessings mean that it is continuously blessed and adding. And this is concealed 
from the eye for when the eye sees something, it is already in finite, actuated 
existence. For everything the eye rules over is in existence, since it can be seen. 
And something that has come into existence and is what it can be, how can there 

be blessing [in it]?! But something that the eye does not rule over and is not yet in existence, there can 
be blessing. 

10. Pesachim 50b - :  

-  

Whoever works on Erev Shabbos & Erev Yom Tov from the afternoon and on will not see any blessing  

11. Taz Orach Chaim 468:1 – 
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“Forever” means that even if the person receives any financial gain [from that work], they will suffer a 
loss from another area [of their financial assets].

12.Taanis 9a - .

- 
- - - - 

-

 

Rabbi Yoc anan found the young son of Reish Lakish. He said to the boy: Recite to me your verse, [i.e., 
the verse you studied today in school.] The boy said to him: “A tithe shall you tithe.” [The boy] further 
said to Rabbi Yoc anan: But what is the meaning of this phrase: “A tithe shall you tithe”? Rabbi 
Yoc anan said to him: The verse means: Take a tithe so that you will become wealthy. The boy said to 
Rabbi Yoc anan: From where do you derive that this is so? Rabbi Yoc anan said to him: Go and test it. 
The boy said to him: And is it permitted to test the Holy One, Blessed be He? But isn’t it written: “You 
shall not test the Lord your God?” Rabbi Yoc anan said to the boy that Rabbi Hoshaya said as follows: 
It is prohibited to test God in any way, except in this case of tithes, as it is stated: “Bring the whole 
tithe into the storeroom, that there may be food in My house, and test Me now by this, said the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing that there shall 
be more than sufficiency.” 

13. Beitza 15b-16a -  -:  

.  ..

- -  

 Rabbi Yo anan said in the name of Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Shimon: The 
Holy One, Blessed be He, said to the Jewish people: My children, borrow on 
My account, and sanctify the sanctity of the day of Shabbat and the Festivals with wine, and trust in Me, 
and I will repay this debt… A person’s entire livelihood is allocated to him during the period from Rosh 
HaShana to Yom Kippur except for expenditures for Shabbatot, and expenditures for Festivals, and 
expenditures for the school fees of his children’s Torah study. Rather, if he reduced the amount he 
spends for these purposes, his income is reduced, and if he increased his expenditures in these areas, 
his income is increased. 

14. Maharal Chiddushe Aggados – 

 ...
...   ...
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...
.....  

One who honors Shabbos and Torah is worthy of wealth since both are mitzvos of kedusha… so it is 
fitting that they should be complete/perfect without any deficiencies. For physicality is 
incomplete/imperfect, but not so something that is spiritual… The reason for tithes [meriting wealth] 
is that the Torah says “tithe tithes” – tithe so that you will be rich. And this is the same reason that we 
mentioned by Torah and Shabbos for the tenth [i.e. tithe] is something distinct and set aside for God… 
And when the tenth of his portfolio goes to Hashem, there is no doubt that the blessing from on high 
will cling to his wealth like for honoring Shabbos and Torah… And behold these examples are all the 
same idea when [properly] understood.

15.Sefer Hama’amarim 5619 –

The idea behind tithing meriting wealth… For the distance [from God] is what leads to the greatest 
closeness.  

16. Genesis 28:12 -  

 

And [Yaakov] dreamed and behold a ladder was standing on the ground and its 
top reached the heavens. And behold angels of G-d were going up and down it.

17. Pirke D’Rebbe Eliezer -  

 

And the angels were going up and down it, and they saw the face of Yaakov and they said, “This face is 
like the face of the chaya on the Throne of Glory.”  

18. Genesis 35:1 -  

 

And Hashem said to Yaakov, “Get up and go ascend to Beis El and dwell there and build an altar to the 
G-d who appeared to you when you ran away from your brother Eisav.

19. Midrash Shir Hashirim Zuta 1:4 -  

 

We learn from here that Hashem showed 
[Yaakov] level upon level [of heaven] and showed 
him the chambers of heaven.
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20.Genesis 28:22 –

And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, shall be God’s abode; and of all that You give me, I will set 
aside a tithe for You.”

21.Rashi Genesis 28:12 -

[The angels] went up first and then they went down. [Because] angels that accompanied him in Israel do 
not go outside of Israel. [So] they went up to heaven and the angels for outside Israel descended to 
accompany him.

22. Genesis 32:2-3 - -

 

And Yaakov went on his way and, angels of G-d encountered him. And 
Yaakov said when he saw them, “This is a camp of G-d.” And he called 
the name of the place, Machanyim.  

23. Tanchuma Vayishlach 3 - 

 

What does Machanayim [two camps] refer to? At the time that Yaakov was going to Aram Naharyim, 
the angels of the Land of Israel guarded and escorted him. Once the reached outside the land of Israel, 
they left and other [angles] came down and accompanied him. When he returned from Lavan, those 
angles that were given to him accompanied him until the Land of Israel. When the angels of the Land of 
Israel realized that Yaakov had arrived, they went out to meet him and escort him. As it says, “And 
angles of G-d [proactively] encountered him.” Thus, two camps stood by Yaakov, as it says 
“Machanayim.” 

24. Da’as Chochma Umassar 2:1 -  

 

Being made in the image of God is an even greater principal [in Judaism] because 
the “image of God” [means] that one who breathes, breathes from their essence.  

 


