3D Parsha: A Multidimensional Approach to the Topics You Thought You Knew

Rut and Shavuot: What is the Connection?

Mrs. Emma Katz, NILI Director
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(9) And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap the corner of thy field, neither shall

you gather the gleaning of your harvest.
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(1) And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a mighty man of valour, of the family of Elimelech, and
his name was Boaz. (2) And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi: ‘Let me now go to the field, and glean
among the ears of corn after him in whose sight | shall find favour.’ And she said unto her: ‘Go, my

daughter’
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(14) Three times you shall keep a feast unto Me in the year. (15) The feast of unleavened bread you
should keep; seven days you will eat unleavened bread, as | commanded you, at the time appointed in
the month Aviv—for in it you came out from Egypt; and none shall appear before Me empty; (16) and
the feast of harvest, the first-fruits of your labours, which you sowed in the field; and the feast of
ingathering, at the end of the year, when thou gather in your labors out of the field. (17) Three times in

the year all males shall appear before the Lord GOD.
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(19) The choicest first-fruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD.
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(26) Also in the day of the first-fruits, when you bring a new meal-offering unto the LORD in your feast

of weeks, you shall have a holy day: you shall do no work;
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The reciting of a certain portion of the Law when the bikkurim/first fruits are brought to the Temple,
tends also to create humility. For he who brings the first fruits takes the basket upon his shoulders and
proclaims the kindness and goodness of God. This ceremony teaches man that it is essential in the
service of God to remember the times of

trouble and the history of past distress, in days of comfort...As to the precepts enumerated in the laws
concerning the year of release and the jubilee (shemittah ve-yohel) some of them imply sympathy with
our fellow men, and promote the well-being of mankind; for in reference to these preceptsiit is stated
in the Law, “That the poor of your people may eat” (Ex. 23:11); and besides, the land will also increase

its produce and improve when it remains fallow for some time...
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(14) They broke into weeping again, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and Ruth clung to her. (15) So
she said, “See, your sister-in-law has returned to her people and her gods. Go follow your
sister-in-law.” (16) But Ruth replied, “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you. For
wherever you go, | will go; wherever you lodge, | will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your
God my God. (17) Where you die, | will die, and there | will be buried. Thus and more may the Eternal
do to me if anything but death parts me from you.” (18) When [Naomi] saw how determined she was to

go with her, she ceased to argue with her;
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“They walked”=halach= They discussed the halacha (Jewish Law) for converts.”
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Turn back, my daughters, go your way (1:12). R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Judah b.
Hanina: Three times is it written here ‘turn back, corresponding to the three times that a would-be
proselyte is repulsed; but if one persists after that, one is accepted. R. Isaac said: The stranger did not

lodge in the street (Job 31:32): A man should rebuff with his left hand, but bring near with the right.
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(14) "God will deal kindly with you(Ruth 1:8)" . Rabbi Chanina bar Ada says, "Will show (ya'aseh)" is
what is written (k'tiv), "as you showed with the dead (ibid)" when you were occupied with their
shrouds, "and with me (ibid)" when they renounced their ketubot. Rabbi Zeira says, "This scroll does
not have anything in it concerned with impurity or purity nor what is forbidden and what is permitted.

So why is it written? To teach us the greatness of the reward for acts of lovingkindness."
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But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Turn back, each of you to her mother’s house. May the

LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me!
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(20) And Naomi said unto her daughter-in-law: ‘Blessed be he of Adonai, who has not left off God's
kindness to the living and to the dead.” And Naomi said unto her: ‘The man is nigh of kin unto us, one

of our near kinsmen.
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(10) And he said: ‘Blessed be you of Adonai, my daughter; you have shown more kindness in the end

than at the beginning, inasmuch as you did not follow the young men, whether poor or rich.
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They broke into weeping again, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law farewell. But Ruth clung to her.
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It says: “And they fell into the hands of David and his servants.” Why? It is because of the acts of their
forebears, as it is written: “And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, and Ruth cleaved to her” (Ruth 1:14).
Rabbi Yitzhak says: The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: The children of the one who kissed, referring to
the four giants descended from Orpah, will come and fall into the hand of the children of the one who
cleaved, referring to David, who was descended from Ruth. Rava taught: As a reward for the four tears
that Orpah shed in sadness over her mother-in-law, she merited four mighty warriors descended from

her, as it is stated: “And they lifted up their voice and wept again” (Ruth 1:14).
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(1) In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a famine in the land; and a man of Bethlehem in

Judah, with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country of Moab.
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In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did as he pleased.
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And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the

birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping things that creep on earth.”
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"And thou shalt walk in His ways" (Deut. 28 9). In explaining this commandment the sages taught thus:
Even as He is called gracious, be thou gracious; even as He is called merciful, be thou merciful; even as

He is called holy, be thou holy.
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Rabbi Samlai taught: With regard to the Torah, its beginning is an act of kindness and its end is an act
of kindness. Its beginning is an act of kindness, as it is written: “And the Lord God made for Adam and
for his wife garments of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). And its end is an act of kindness, as it is

written: “And he was buried in the valley in the land of Moab” (Deuteronomy 34:6).



