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DOES HASHEM WANT US TO GO TO SPACE? 

(1) SHUT TESHUVOT V ’HANHAGOT 5:84 

  באטמוספרה בחללית שבת זמן

 עשרה כשש כולו העולם סביב ומסתובב, העולם לחלל עד מגיע  אדם ידה ועל, הארץ לכדור מחוץ  חללית שלחו האחרון בזמן

 דין מהו  חכמים חקרו, הנוסעים בכלל  יהודי שישנו שנתפרסם ומאחר, בעולם שרגיל כפי זמן של מושג שם ואין, ביום עמיםפ

   ...דינא האי על לעמוד ראוי מ"מ, למעשה כעת נוגע שאינו ואף, וכדומה ותפלה  ומועדים שבת זמן לענין בחלל זו בנסיעה תורה

Recently, a spaceship was sent off of the planet, which will bring a person to outer space and revolve around 

earth around 16 times each day, and where there is no concept of time as it normally applies on earth. Since 

it became publicized that there is a Jew among the travelers, sages have analyzed what the Torah law would 

be on this voyage regarding the times for Shabbat, Yom Tov, prayer, etc. Even though this is not currently 

practical, nevertheless it is fitting to determine this law. 

  בזה  יש אם וגם, אמריקה גדולת את להראות כוונה מתוך דולארים מליארדים מאות של נורא בזבוז כאן יש הכי שבלאו והאמת

  ובכסף,  אחרות במדינות ולהתחרות להתפאר כדי מחיר כל לשלם שמוכנים אלא, מאד מעטה היא הרי, לאנושות תועלת

  על כ"כ לבזבז דרכינו זה שאין, עמהם להשתתף או להתחבר' ה לעם ואין, מרעב  שגוועים רבבות להציל יכולים היו שמשקיעים

 . דא לכגון הסכמתינו את בהשתתפותינו להוכיח לנו ואין, לבד ראוה

Truthfully, without [these Halakhic reasons to avoid space travel], this is a huge waste of hundreds of 

millions of dollars with the goal of showing the greatness of America. Even if there is a benefit to humanity, 

it is very small, yet they are willing to spend any amount to glorify themselves and to compete with other 

countries. With the money they are investing, they could save tens of thousands who perish in hunger. 

Hashem’s nation should not join with this, as it is not our way to waste so much for mere exhibition, and we 

should not suggest as much by joining our approval to these things. 

(2) PESACHIM 94A-B 

ה עַל בָ  עֱלֶּ אָמַר ״אֶּ שָׁעָה שֶּׁ אוֹתוֹ רָשָׁע בְּ יבַתוּ בַת קוֹל לְּ שׁוּבָה הֱשִׁׁ ן זַכַאי: מָה תְּ תָה בַת קוֹל אָמַר רַבָן יוֹחָנָן בֶּ יוֹן״, יָצְּ לְּ עֶּ ה לְּ דַמֶּ מֳתֵי עָב אֶּ

ן רָשָׁע רָה לוֹ: רָשָׁע בֶּ אָמְּ רוֹד הָרָשָׁע,  ,וְּ מְּ ל נִׁ נוֹ שֶּׁ ן בְּ ים בֶּ עִׁ בְּ ל אָדָם? שִׁׁ נוֹתָיו שֶּׁ כוּתוֹ. כַמָה שְּׁ מַלְּ ת כָל הָעוֹלָם כוּלּוֹ עָלַי בְּ יד אֶּ רִׁ מְּ הִׁ שֶּׁ

בוּרוֹת  גְּ ם בִׁ אִׁ ים שָׁנָה״ —שָׁנָה, וְּ מוֹנִׁ בוּרוֹת שְּׁ גְּ ם בִׁ אִׁ ים שָׁנָה וְּ עִׁ בְּ ם שִׁׁ נוֹתֵינוּ בָהֶּ מֵי שְּׁ נֶּאֱמַר: ״יְּ ים שָׁנָה, שֶּׁ מוֹנִׁ יעַ  ,שְּׁ ץ עַד לָרָקִׁ ן הָאָרֶּ מִׁ

יעַ מַהֲלַךְ רָקִׁ יעַ לְּ ל( רָקִׁ יעַ מַהֲלַךְ חֲמֵשׁ מֵאוֹת שָׁנָה, וּבֵין )כׇּ ל רָקִׁ יוֹ שֶּׁ עוֹבְּ יעַ מַהֲלַךְ חֲמֵשׁ מֵאוֹת שָׁנָה, וְּ ל רָקִׁ כֵן בֵין כׇּ  חֲמֵשׁ מֵאוֹת שָׁנָה, וְּ

ל יַרְּ  אוֹל תוּרָד אֶּ ל שְּׁ יעַ, ״אַךְ אֶּ רָקִׁ תֵי בוֹר״וְּ  .כְּ

Rabban Yoḥanan ben Zakkai said: What response did the Divine Voice answer to that wicked man, 

Nebuchadnezzar, when he said: “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most 

High” (Isaiah 14:14)? A Divine Voice emerged and said to him: Wicked man, son of a wicked man, 

the disciple in corruption of Nimrod the wicked, who caused the entire world to rebel against Me 

during his reign by advising the generation of the dispersion to build a tower in order to fight the Hosts 

of Heaven, how many are the years of a person altogether? Seventy years, and if he is with strength, 

eighty years, as it is stated: “The days of our years are seventy years and with strength eighty 

years” (Psalms 90:10). In contrast, from the earth to the first firmament of seven (see Ḥagiga 12b) is 



 בס"ד   
 

על הירח קיום מצוות בענין   Page 2 
 

a walking distance of five hundred years, and the thickness of the firmament is a walking distance 

of five hundred years, which is equal to approximately 1.8 million parasangs, and between each 

firmament is another walking distance of five hundred years, and so too between each and every 

firmament. Therefore, how can you, Nebuchadnezzar, hope to reach the heavens in your lifetime, such 

that you say: “I will be like the Most High”? Rather, as the verse continues: “Yet you shall be brought 

down to the netherworld, to the uttermost parts of the pit” (Isaiah 14:15). 

(3) RAV HERSHEL SCHACHTER, BEIT YITZCHAK  V. 26 PP. 193-194, 
QUOTING RAV SOLOVEITCHIK 

 

 

“The heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1) – [R. Soloveitchik] was asked about Judaism’s view of man’s 

traveling to the moon, with the questioner suspecting that it might be forbidden because it is written “The 

heavens are the Lord’s but the land He has given to mankind” (Ps. 115:16). [R. Soloveitchik] responded that 

one can distinguish in the definition of heavens and earth. The term “heavens” can be explained in two 

ways — as something high and/or distant, as it says “It is not in the heavens” (Deut. 30:12), according to 

which the moon is considered a part of the “heavens.” Alternatively, the term can be defined as including 

everything that is beyond human understanding, including the entire spiritual realm. According to this 

second understanding, the stars and most distant galaxies — and certainly the moon — are considered part 

of “earth.” Therefore, [according to this latter interpretation,] there is no contradiction between traveling in 

space or scientific studies of the cosmos and the verse “The heavens are for the Lord and the land for 

mankind.” 
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(4) RAV JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK, “MAJESTY AND HUMILITY,” 
TRADITION 17.2, PP. 27-28
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ARE MITZVOT APPLICABLE IN SPACE? 

(5) INTERVIEW WITH R ’ SHLOMO GOREN, HA-TZOFEH, JULY 25, 1969 

 

(6) R’ BEN-TZION FIRRER, “OBLIGATION OR EXEMPTION IN THE 
FULFILLMENT OF MITZVOT ON THE MOON?”, NOAM V. 13 (1970) 
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(7) R’ J. DAVID BLEICH, “SURVEY OF RECENT HALAKHIC PERIODICAL 
LITERATURE,” TRADITION 11.3 PP. 68-69 

In a report of an interview granted by Rabbi Shlomo Goren… Rabbi Goren is quoted as asserting that 

theoretically mitzvot contingent upon “time” cannot be performed on the moon since “time” as measured by 

twenty-four hour day-night sequences does not exist on this celestial body. Keriyat shema, for example, is 

obligatory only during certain time periods. Since such time periods do not exist on the moon, a necessary 

condition for the incurrence of this obligation is absent… However, argues Rabbi Goren, in practice man is 

obligated to perform such mitzvot. Since natural atmospheric conditions on the moon cannot support human 

life, man will be able to exist only be creating an artificial atmosphere composed of elements transported 

from Earth. In light of his continual dependence upon Mother Earth, man  living on the moon will continue 

to be governed by laws operative on Earth.

(8) R’ MENACHEM KASHER, HA-ADAM AL HA-YAREI’ACH, CH. 5 
(TRANSLATION COURTESY OF ASTRORAV.COM) 

The question: is it correct what was publicized in the name of one rabbi “on the moon there is no meaning 

to the Torah of Israel” and also that “one cannot keep it [ the Torah ] on the Stars.” 

The answer: What was written in the name of Rav S. Goren, shlit”a, is not precise [i.e. not correctly quoted] 

for I have seen the body of his work and there he also delves into the question of keeping Shabbat on the 

moon; how one can calculate [when Shabbat occurs]? Hence he thinks that there is a requirement of 

keeping the Torah. And by his words “cannot keep it”, his intention is as he says there “there is no possible 

way to keep the Torah there.” 

However I have seen that R. B. Firrer, shlit”a, who has understood this Rabbi in his article in Noam 

(above), and this is what he said: I have read the words of R. Shlomo Goren, [here is] a condensation of his 

words etc: “that they would be required to fulfill time-bound mitzvot according to the time and they kept on 

Earth”. “In my opinion there is no requirement on the moon of mitzvot even inside a closed sphere of 

Earth”. “And therefore there is no place for the Torah on the moon even for human beings.” ” It is 

possible to say that there is no requirement to keep the Torah or mitzvot on the moon”. “A person of Israel 

who uproots themselves from the Earth to the Moon without intention to return would be considered 

according to his new place and he would be exempt from the mitzvot”. I was stunned to read such a 

statement touching on the question of keeping of the entire Torah! 

In my humble opinion it is clear without a doubt that the requirements of halacha is that the requirement to 

keep the mitzvot is a personal requirement and any Jew is required to keep the Torah any place that they live 

in the heavens above, on the moon, or in the water under the Earth; in the Arctic circle or the Antarctic 

circle, where half the year is daylight and half dark, or on an airplane – as long as they are alive and capable 

of keeping the mitzvot of the Torah they are required to keep them and it is forbidden to violate any 

prohibition and if they are unable to then [ones] rachmana patrei [lit. Heaven exempts those who are 

unable]. 

But for that which one is able, it is clear that he would be required to keep it and there’s no place 

whatsoever to say that a Jew could become exempt from the mitzvot of the Torah because we don’t learn 
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halacha from words of agadda, as he himself said, and especially when there is a way to explain them – when 

it is impossible to keep the Torah – that we should not learn proof from them at all. And there is a lot more 

to be said about this about all the details that were mentioned but here is not the place to discuss it at length. 

… I think that this important author, who wrote in his own article that it was merely “first thoughts”, will, 

when he arrives at “second thoughts” decide differently. 

(9) SOME HALAKHIC TIMEKEEPING OPTIONS (COURTESY OF RABBI 
ANTHONY MANNING) 

1 - HALACHIC TIME DOES NOT EXIST AT ALL! 

2 - THE HALACHIC ‘DAY’ ALWAYS RUNS FROM ONE SUNSET TO THE NEXT 

3 - THE HALACHIC ‘DAY’ ALWAYS LASTS 24 HOURS BUT WE CAN’T KNOW FROM WHEN 

4 - THE HALACHIC ‘DAY’ ALWAYS LASTS 24 HOURS INDEPENDENT OF DAY/NIGHT 

5 - JEWS SHOULD NOT LIVE AT THE POLES! 

  


