College Learning Initiative at KINS Yair.Lichtman@gmail.com

ROCKET HALAKHIC
MAN: CAN MITZVOT BE
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DOES HASHEM WANT US TO GO TO SPACE?

(1) SHUT TESHUVOT V'HANHAGOT 5:84
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Recently, a spaceship was sent off of the planet, which will bring a person to outer space and revolve around
earth around 16 times each day, and where there is no concept of time as it normally applies on earth. Since
it became publicized that there is a Jew among the travelers, sages have analyzed what the Torah law would
be on this voyage regarding the times for Shabbat, Yom Tov, prayer, etc. Even though this is not currently
practical, nevertheless it is fitting to determine this law.
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Truthfully, without [these Halakhic reasons to avoid space travel], this is a huge waste of hundreds of
millions of dollars with the goal of showing the greatness of America. Even if there is a benefit to humanity,
it is very small, yet they are willing to spend any amount to glorify themselves and to compete with other
countries. With the money they are investing, they could save tens of thousands who perish in hunger.
Hashem’s nation should not join with this, as it is not our way to waste so much for mere exhibition, and we
should not suggest as much by joining our approval to these things.

(2) PESACHIM 94A-B

1P N2 AN%2,"RY? TRTN 2 DR 2V TRYNT MRY AYy3 vy IR 2ip N2 W AR R X213 1301 137 0N
DOy 2078 O¥ YR a2 .in10%n2 00y 919 0Rivd 92 nR Twnw  vwg il DY 112 12 0w 12 v (10 TR
YPI7 TV TIRG 1, 0230 NIM232 XY MY 2OVIW 072 1001Y o0y Ry MY o0ing — ninaia ox) v
YP7 22 1212 ,MY NIk Wig 1200 P77 ¥°p7 (72) A1 ,MY NiND wHn 7200 v 29 1219 ,mY nikn whn 1200
/12027 P8 TR DIRY 98 IR L3P

Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai said: What response did the Divine Voice answer to that wicked man,
Nebuchadnezzar, when he said: “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most
High” (Isaiah 14:14)? A Divine Voice emerged and said to him: Wicked man, son of a wicked man,
the disciple in corruption of Nimrod the wicked, who caused the entire world to rebel against Me
during his reign by advising the generation of the dispersion to build a tower in order to fight the Hosts
of Heaven, how many are the years of a person altogether? Seventy years, and if he is with strength,
eighty years, as it is stated: “The days of our years are seventy years and with strength eighty
years” (Psalms 90:10). In contrast, from the earth to the first firmament of seven (see Hagiga 12b) is
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a walking distance of five hundred years, and the thickness of the firmament is a walking distance
of five hundred years, which is equal to approximately 1.8 million parasangs, and between each
firmament is another walking distance of five hundred years, and so too between each and every
firmament. Therefore, how can you, Nebuchadnezzar, hope to reach the heavens in your lifetime, such
that you say: “I will be like the Most High”? Rather, as the verse continues: “Yet you shall be brought
down to the netherworld, to the uttermost parts of the pit” (Isaiah 14:15).

(3) RAV HERSHEL SCHACHTER, BEIT YITZCHAK V. 26 PP. 193-194,
QUOTING RAV SOLOVEITCHIK
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“The heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1) — [R. Soloveitchik] was asked about Judaism’s view of man’s
traveling to the moon, with the questioner suspecting that it might be forbidden because it is written “The
heavens are the Lord’s but the land He has given to mankind” (Ps. 115:16). [R. Soloveitchik] responded that
one can distinguish in the definition of heavens and earth. The term “heavens” can be explained in two
ways — as something high and/or distant, as it says “It is not in the heavens” (Deut. 30:12), according to
which the moon is considered a part of the “heavens.” Alternatively, the term can be defined as including
everything that is beyond human understanding, including the entire spiritual realm. According to this
second understanding, the stars and most distant galaxies — and certainly the moon — are considered part
of “earth.” Therefore, [according to this latter interpretation,] there is no contradiction between traveling in
space or scientific studies of the cosmos and the verse “The heavens are for the Lord and the land for
mankind.”

NN DY MINHD OPP PIva Page 2




(4)

7702

RAV JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK, “MAJESTY AND HUMILITY,”

TRADITION 17.2, PP. 27-28
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l}dan was created of cosmic dust, God gathered the dust, of
which man was fashioned, from all parts of the earth, indéecl
from all the uncharted lanes of creation. Man belongs cvcry:
where. He is no stranger to any part of the universe. The native
son of the sleepy little town is, at the same time, a son of parts
distant and unknown. In short, man is a cosmic being.

He is cosmic in a threefold manner:

_ First, man is cosmic through his intellectual involvement. His
intellectual curiosity is of cosmic, universal dimensions, He wants
to know, not only about the things that are close to him as, for
ex_amp]c, the flowering bush in his backyard, but also about
things far removed from him, things and events millions of light
years away. Human cosmic inquisitiveness borders almost on the
arrogant. Man is restless because he has not yet resolved the
mysterium magnum of the cosmic drama. Remoteness magni-
fies, rather than diminshes, man’s curiosity. The farther the

object, the greater and more hypnotic the curiosity. Man asks
himself: to whom does the universe belong? The answer was
given by the Psalmist: “The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness
thereof” —mx9m pawn /2 * To whom did God entrust this earth
and its fulness? To man who studies and comprehends the cos-
mic drama. Ownership of the stars, the planets, the dark inter-
planetary or interstellar spaces, is granted by the Almighty only
to those who make the effort to understand them, to those who
are curious about them. Man owns the world through his intel-
lectual involvement in it. The old Aristotelian and Maimonidian
theorem about the unity of the subject-knower and the object
of inquiry, gives man the credentials of casmic citizenship.

" Second, man is cosmic through his experiential involvement;
man is cosmos-oriented not only intellectually, but emotionally
as well. He loves the cosmos. He, in person, wants to be every-
where. Man is questing, not only to know the universe, but
also to experience it. Explorer and adventurer, he feels bored
by the monotony and the routine of familiar surroundings. He
is out to “see the world.” Man is not satisfied sending up un-
manned vehicles to gather scientific data. He is eager to do it
himself. He wishes to move, with the velocity of light, into a
world of the unknown. Man wants to experience and to enjoy
vastness. This quest, in contrast to the first, is of an aesthetic
rather than an intellectual nature. If we ask again: Whe owns the
stars? the answer is: Whoever loves them,

Third, man is cosmic through his mobility. Man is a mobile
being. He can easily detach himself from native surroundings
and adapt himself to new environs. His adaptability to new con-
ditions transcends that of the plant and the animal. The verse
in Deuteronomy: Ty¥m3 7380 829 n1en Py o780 12" contains a
rhetorical guestion: “Is man like the tree of the field?” Is the
tree as mobile as man? Certainly not! Man’s greatness and dis-
tinctiveness find expression in his ceaseless mobility. The tree
is inseparable from the soil. Man can, and does, move away
from home.
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ARE MITZVOT APPLICABLE IN SPACE?

(5) INTERVIEW WITH R’ SHLOMO GOREN, HA-TZOFEH, JULY 25, 1969
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(6) R’BEN-TZION FIRRER, “OBLIGATION OR EXEMPTION IN THE
FULFILLMENT OF MITZVOT ON THE MOON?”, NOAM V. 13 (1970)
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(7) R’].DAVID BLEICH, “SURVEY OF RECENT HALAKHIC PERIODICAL
LITERATURE,” TRADITION 11.3 PP. 68-69

In a report of an interview granted by Rabbi Shlomo Goren... Rabbi Goren is quoted as asserting that
theoretically mzfzvot contingent upon “time” cannot be performed on the moon since “time” as measured by
twenty-four hour day-night sequences does not exist on this celestial body. Keriyat shema, for example, is
obligatory only during certain time periods. Since such time periods do not exist on the moon, a necessary
condition for the incurrence of this obligation is absent... However, argues Rabbi Goren, in practice man is
obligated to perform such mitzvot. Since natural atmospheric conditions on the moon cannot support human
life, man will be able to exist only be creating an artificial atmosphere composed of elements transported
from Earth. In light of his continual dependence upon Mother Earth, man living on the moon will continue
to be governed by laws operative on Earth.

(8) R’"MENACHEM KASHER, HA-ADAM AL HA-YAREI'ACH, CH. 5
(TRANSLATION COURTESY OF ASTRORAV.COM)

The question: is it correct what was publicized in the name of one rabbi “on the moon there is no meaning
to the Torah of Israel” and also that “one cannot keep it | the Torah ] on the Stars.”

The answer: What was written in the name of Rav S. Goren, shlit”a, is not precise [i.e. not correctly quoted]
for I have seen the body of his work and there he also delves into the question of keeping Shabbat on the
moon; how one can calculate [when Shabbat occurs]? Hence he thinks that there is a requirement of
keeping the Torah. And by his words “cannot keep it”, his intention is as he says there “there is no possible
way to keep the Torah there.”

However I have seen that R. B. Firrer, shlit”a, who has understood this Rabbi in his article in Noam
(above), and this is what he said: I have read the words of R. Shlomo Goren, [here is] a condensation of his
words etc: “that they would be required to fulfill time-bound mitzvot according to the time and they kept on
Earth”. “In my opinion there is no requirement on the moon of mitzvot even inside a closed sphere of
Earth”. “And therefore there is no place for the Torah on the moon even for human beings.” ” It is
possible to say that there is no requirement to keep the Torah or mitzvot on the moon”. “A person of Israel
who uproots themselves from the Earth to the Moon without intention to return would be considered
according to his new place and he would be exempt from the mitzvot”. I was stunned to read such a
statement touching on the question of keeping of the entire Torah!

In my humble opinion it is clear without a doubt that the requirements of halacha is that the requirement to
keep the mitzvot is a personal requirement and any Jew is required to keep the Torah any place that they live
in the heavens above, on the moon, or in the water under the Earth; in the Arctic circle or the Antarctic
circle, where half the year is daylight and half dark, or on an airplane — as long as they are alive and capable
of keeping the mitzvot of the Torah they are required to keep them and it is forbidden to violate any
prohibition and if they are unable to then [ones] rachmana patrei [lit. Heaven exempts those who are
unable].

But for that which one is able, it is clear that he would be required to keep it and there’s no place
whatsoever to say that a Jew could become exempt from the mitzvot of the Torah because we don’t learn
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halacha from words of agadda, as he himself said, and especially when there is a way to explain them — when
it is impossible to keep the Torah — that we should not learn proof from them at all. And there is a lot more
to be said about this about all the details that were mentioned but here is not the place to discuss it at length.

... I think that this important author, who wrote in his own article that it was merely “first thoughts”, will,
when he arrives at “second thoughts” decide differently.

(9) SOME HALAKHIC TIMEKEEPING OPTIONS (COURTESY OF RABBI
ANTHONY MANNING)

1-HALACHIC TIME DOES NOT EXIST AT ALL!

2 - THE HALACHIC ‘DAY’ ALWAYS RUNS FROM ONE SUNSET TO THE NEXT

3 - THE HALACHIC ‘DAY’ ALWAYS LASTS 24 HOURS BUT WE CAN’T KNOW FROM WHEN
4 - THE HALACHIC ‘DAY’ ALWAYS LASTS 24 HOURS INDEPENDENT OF DAY/NIGHT

5 - JEWS SHOULD NOT LIVE AT THE POLES!
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