Marking the War at Our Seder
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — rabbi@ecdp.info

1. Empty chairs, Photos of hostages, Place cards

2. A prayer before “v'Hi she’amdah”, by Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Dovid Lau (RCA, from israelnationalnews.com)
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It should be the will of our Father in Heaven who took his nation Israel out of the yoke of Egypt, He should bless and
save our brothers and sisters the hostages who are held in iron chains, strengthen their souls and faith, protect them
from all harm and sickness, have mercy on his sons and daughters who look for his salvation, annul all cruel decrees.
With His great kindness, he shall send their redemption and speedily take them from darkness to light and from the
abyss of captivity to eternal freedom and return them safely to their families and homes.

Please, plant brotherhood, peace, and friendship in everyone's hearts. Remove jealousy and baseless hatred, and
spread over us the shelter of Your peace, and we should soon merit to sing before you a new song.

3. A prayer before “v'Hi she’amdah”, by Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon (my translation)
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We thank You, Hashem, our Gd and Gd of our ancestors, that we merited to live in a generation of Redemption, and
we have merited to see the establishment of our State. That we have merited to see our nation’s might, and that we have
merited miracles and wonders, as You promised via Your servants, the prophets.
May it be Your will, Hashem, our Gd and Gd of our ancestors, that You strengthen and protect the soldiers of the IDF
and the security forces, who guard our land and the cities of our Gd. Let our enemies who rise upon us be struck down
before them. Guard our soldiers from every pain and trouble and from every blow and illness, and send blessing and
success in all of the deeds of their hands.
Restore those who have been taken captive and kidnapped, healthy and whole in their spirit and soul. Speedily send
complete healing from the heavens to all of the injured, and avenge the spilled blood of Your servants. Continue our
Redemption and the redemption of our lives, as You saved us from all those who rose upon us to destroy us. Give good
counsel to our leaders, and plant unity and love in our midst. And let us say Amen.
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4. The Haggadah of Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook: Kadesh, Urchatz, Karpas — and Yachatz
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Therefore, with holy emotion, all declare on the night of the sanctification of this holiday - the source and foundation for
all of the Divine holidays for the preservation of the national memory which illuminates all of the specific actions as part
of a greater whole, which includes the wealth of the points of life added on that holiday on each specific level of Israel’s
holiness — this holiday which sanctifies the times, on this day it is declared to each Jew that he must recognize the worth
of his actions, planting righteousness and receiving a reward of truth: Kadesh!
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Food restores to a person the lost elements of his material self, building anew his ruined body via the actual powers of
life and via the labors of life and their prerequisites. Liquid [dip], however, will not be effective in providing a person
with new elements to replace that which he has lost; it is a medium designated to transport those parts to their places.
If so, the food represents for us the end itself, and the liquid represents the means toward that end.
Behold, a person must always sanctify and purify his goal, as well as the means via which he will achieve it, such that
these will also be holy and pure.

27X QORYAM DOANVAT ,Q"MAVA 0°2107 200 YAV 92 DR NNR2 27RY R OWYNT QWA 798D 22O NOWRIT AREINT R0
0% .10 2°IMN 210 D”?JPD LAWY 2R ,0°0MY 00 O KD ,IRIDN M AR Na 9123 Don DORYY DIRY Rabnli7glal
" 7%y aynn IR" L naw Ay TVIAT .WTIPS DTIAY X1T 2N i\
The result which emerges from a [purified] life such as this, on the practical level, is to truly love all of the pleasures of
a good and pure life, a life of pleasure, full of righteousness and justice, which does not extend beyond the boundaries
of pleasantness and splendor, but is only living and enlivening, joyous and gladdening, receiving good and bestowing
good. In such a life, pleasure is sacred service. This is the concept of oneg shabbat, “Then you will enjoy with Gd.”
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This division is required, lest a person forget, in the midst of his ascension and sanctification, that within himself there
remain situations in which he will not always be able to ascend to the Sanctum, to the exalted sanctity above, of eating
at satiation.
One should also know that even if his dwelling is already strong, and he is fortified at his level in his ambition for a
sacred broadening, to which he has ascended by purifying his mundane aspects, still, he should not forget that there is
yet mundane eating in this world, [eating] as a result of necessity. He should turn his attention to the material as well as
spiritual needs of the community, which is yet in the middle of its journey and has not yet achieved this level of eating
at satiation...

5. Mishnah Pesachim 10:5
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In every generation one must see himself as though he had left Egypt, as in, “And you shall tell your child on that day,

saying: For this Gd acted for me, when | left Egypt.”



