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Shemuel, Week 83: 18:1-5  King David and Yehonatan
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘

Fasy pee®

&

.

o

A vy
Doy W

0,

1. Rabbi Dr. Hayyim Angel, When Love and Politics Mix, Jewish Bible Quarterly 40:1 (2012)
https://www.jewishideas.org/article/when-love-and-politics-mix

Susan Ackerman has observed that in most biblical relationships involving the term ahavah (love), only one of the parties
is explicitly said to love (the Song of Songs is a notable exception). Generally, husbands are said to love their wives
without explicit mention that the wives love the husbands. Parents are said to love their children without explicit mention
that their children love them. For example, Isaac is said to have loved Rebecca (Gen. 24:67), Jacob loved Rachel (Gen.
29:18), Samson loved Delilah (Jud. 16:4), and Elkanah loved Hannah (1_Sam. 1:5). Rebecca is said to have loved
Jacob while Isaac loved Esau (Gen. 25:28), and Jacob loved Joseph (Gen. 37:3-4) and Benjamin (Gen. 44:20).
Ackerman maintains that generally the more dominant party is said to love, even though the loving relationship may
well be reciprocal. [3] Therefore, the omission of references to David's loving Saul, Jonathan, or Michal does not
necessarily indicate any lack of love from David toward these characters. In fact, it would have been surprising had
there been explicit reference to David's love!

[3] Susan Ackerman, “The Personal is Political: Covenantal and Affectionate Love (‘AHEB, ‘AHABA) in the Hebrew
Bible,” Vetus Testamentum 52 (2002), pp. 437-458.

Yehonatan and David
2. Malbim to Shemuel | 18:1-5
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Now it told how David’s power grew and his maza/blossomed, its illumination growing:
(1) With Yehonatan, that when [David] finished speaking, Yehonatan's spirit was tied to David's spirit
(2) With Shaul, who intended to build an enduring home for him and connect with him via marriage. Therefore, he
did not let him return to his father’s home, to the sheep, for he was marked to become the king’s son-in-law...
(3) With Yehonatan, for due to his love, he also made a covenant with him...
(4) He also added success in his war against the Philistines.
(5) Shaul also made him a military officer.
(6) He also succeeded in that he found favour in the eyes of the nation, and in the eyes of the servants of Shaul,
and they were not upset that he ruled over them. The stone rejected by the builders became the top.

3. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 18:1
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When Yehonatan heard that [David] was also the son of a great man, his spirit connected with the spirit of David.

4. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 18:1
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Even though Shaul investigated, Yonatan did not investigate at all, but his spirit was tied to the spirit of David...
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In the rest of the text we encounter a unique structure. The section includes two descriptions presenting different

relationships with David: Yehonatan’s actions on one side, and Shaul’s actions on the second side. At this stage, Shaul
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had not yet begun to demonstrate suspicion of David, but the text presents, in a blended form, one beside the other,
Yehonatan's loving reaction to David's deeds, as opposed to Shaul’s reaction to David, using him for his needs...

6. Knotted souls Bereishit 44:30

7. Rambam, Commentary to Avot 1:6 “Acquire a friend for yourself”
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It expressed this as “transaction”, not saying, “Make a friend for yourself” or “Join with friends” and the like. This means
that one should acquire a friend for himself in any way necessary, so that all of his affairs will be set right. As they said,
“Or friendship, or death.” And if he does not find [a friend], he needs to work for it, even persuading him to friendship
at first, until he becomes a friend.
And he should not stop pursuing [the friend’s] wishes until his friendship strengthens. As men of instruction say: When
you join, do not join according to your own attributes, but join according to your friend’s attributes. And when each
friend follows this instruction, each of them will intend to complete his friend’s wishes, and both will intend the same
thing, without a doubt. How great is Aristotle’s statement: “A friend is another who is you.”
There are three kinds of friends: Friends of benefit, Friends of satisfaction, and Friends of stature:
e Friends of benefit are like two joint [business] partners, and the friendship of a king and his soldiers.
e Friends of satisfaction are of two kinds: Friends of pleasure and friends of security.

o Friends of pleasure are like the friendship of males to females, and the like.

o Friends of security is for one to have a friend he trusts, he does not keep any deed or speech from him,
and reveals to him all of his matters, the attractive and the ugly... Through this he will find great
satisfaction in his speech and in his friendship.

e The lover of stature is for both of them to desire and intend one goal - the good. Each wants to be aided with
the other [to aid the other?] for both of them to achieve that good together. This is the friend whom the mishnah
instructs us fo acquire. This is the friendship of the rebbe for the student, and the student for the rebbe.
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“And he loved him like his own spirit” — Meaning that his love was not the love of the sweet, like the love of youths, or
the love of the beneficial, but the love of the good because it is good. And because this love is associated with spiritual
completeness, it said, “And he loved him like his spirit,” meaning that Yonatan loved David according to the level of
David’s spirit, or that he loved him like Yehonatan loved his own spirit. And the political philosopher Seneca wrote that
the true lover is [one who loves?] the essence of the person, and this itself matches what it says of Yehonatan, “And he
loved him like his own spirit.”




9. Malbim to Shemuel | 18:1
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Meaning: This was not the love of the sweet or the beneficial, only independent love, the good loving the good. The

love was as his own spirit, which is the most powerful form of love.

10. Avot 5:16
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Any love which depends on something, when that thing ceases, the love ceases. And that which does not depend on

something will never cease. What is love that depends on something? This is the love of Amnon and Tamar. And that

which does not depend on something? This is the love of David and Yehonatan.

11. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 8:4
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“For love is powerful as death” — The love that Yehonatan loved David, as in Shemuel | 18:1.

12.The covenant 20:8, 23:18

13. Malbim to Shemuel | 18:3
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And the cause of the covenant was not some fear, like those who execute covenants because of some fear, lest they

harm each other or their descendants, like the covenant of Avimelech with Avraham and Yitzchak, and the like. It was

only due to his love that he executed this covenant.
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It appears that Yehonatan executed the covenant with David for he saw that he would be king over Israel, seeing his
great success. Therefore we will see Yehonatan say to David, “I know that you will reign over Israel, and the kingdom
of Israel will remain in your hand, and my father Shaul also knows this. (23:17)” What directed them to this realization
was Shaul’s prediction to them, that the monarchy would not remain with Shaul.

15. Prof. Yehudah Kiel, Daat Mikra to Shemuel | 18:3
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A covenant is executed by the great with the small (promising him shelter). Therefore, the text here associates the
covenant with Yehonatan.

16. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 18:4
I PRI PANR MR WA 9N 12 T TITY 100 10
This was a sign that David would become the son of the king and inherit his kingdom after him, instead of Yehonatan.

17.Radak to Shemuel | 18:4
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It expressed this in Aifoael form, for with great desire and great love he removed his garments and gave them to him.



