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The Hallachik Uelue off Human Emofion in the Curvent Hosfage Crisis
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(Israel National News IDF in Gaza: 'Any children who speak Hebrew, run to us'

IDF troops have cleared a buffer zone between themselves and the road, which
serves as a secure area for inspection of suspects. The Israeli forces will call out
in Arabic to suspected terrorists, ordering them to leave the road and approach
the IDF line for investigation. These measures are intended to prevent Hamas
terrorists from blending in with the evacuating population.

Other announcements are being made in Hebrew, in the hopes of locating any
hostages who are being smuggled into the southern half of Gaza. One such
announcement declared: "If there are any children here who speak Hebrew, run
to us, don't be afraid.")
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Many poskim consider the morale of the soldiers to be a Halachik factor.
Specifically, when soldiers know that their backs are covered they fight harder. When
soldiers know that every effort will be made to rescue them, they fight harder. Perhaps,
every citizen is also to be considered to be a form of “soldier.” This is because, by living
in Israel, all citizens are taking some form of risk in order to preserve a Jewish presence
in our homeland. Therefore, perhaps there is room in the Halacha to save hostages and
treat civilian morale in the same way that we treat the morale of our chayalim. The
people of Israel need to know that they will be protected in all scenarios.

Alana Zeitzchik, March for Israel, November 14, 2023
‘I wake up each morning to remember this truth: My family is being held hostage
by terrorists,”

Rabbi Frand on the Parsha, Volume 2, p.106 (Parshas Shemos)

Similarly, during the Gulf War, one of Rav Shach’s close talmidim heard that Rav
Shach could not sleep. He went to visit the nonagenarian Rosh Ysehiva, and was
shocked to see that Rav Shach was sleeping with his head resting precariously
at the edge of his bed. It was not surprising that Rav Shach was not getting much
sleep, as each time he dozed off his head slipped off the bed, and he woke up.
“Why doesn’t the Rosh Yeshiva sleep with his head in the middle of the pillow?”
the talmid inquired.

“‘Many parents of bachurim who come from chutz I'’Aretz were anxious about the
war, and asked their children to come home,” Rav Shach responded. “When
these boys came to ask me what to do, | told them that the Torah would protect
them, and as long as they are learning they can stay here in Eretz Yisrael.
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“‘Because of my advice,” Rav Shach explained, “parents all over the world lie
awake in bed at night, fearful for the safety of their precious children. Is it fair that
they should lie awake, and | should sleep?”



