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Sarah Schenirer (1883-1935)



Sarah Schenirer: The Mother of Bais Yaakov: Her Lasting Impact
and Legacy



1) Sarah Schenirer’s words, as recounted by Judith Grunfeld in Judith
Grunfeld-Rosenbaum, “Sarah Schenirer,” in Jewish Leaders: 1750-1940,

ed. Leo Jung (Jerusalem, 1953), 410-411



Rabbi Moshe David Flesch (1879-1944)

2) The Growth of the Bais Yaakov Movement in Poland: 1923-1933
Produced in Pearl Benisch, Carry Me In Your Heart, p. 99



3) Joseph Friedenson and Chaim Shapiro, The TorahWorld (1982)

She wrote about her undertaking to her brother—a Belzer Chassid living in Czechoslovakia. At first he
ridiculed her. But when she insisted that nothing would stop her, he invited her to come to Marienbad:
“The Belzer Rebbe is here and we shall ask him.” She invested her last pennies in the trip. Her brother
wrote a note (a tzettel) to the Rebbe: “My sister wants to educate Bnos Yisrael in the spirit of Yahadus
and Torah,” to which the Rebbe replied “Beracha Ve’Hatzlacha” (Blessings and Success)! These two
words gave her all the impetus she needed. And one might add that, at the time, this was the only help
she received” (emphasis in original).

https://web.archive.org/web/20120204224811/http://www.tzemachdovid.org/gedolim/jo/tworld/schenirer.html


Agudath Israel’s Support of Bais Yaakov

4) Peratei-kol me-ha-ve‘idah ha-rishonah shel agudat ha-rabbanim

be-Folin (Warsaw, January 23-25)

11. To educate the daughters in the spirit

of yiddishkeit and to learn with them

from their early childhood some words

of Torah and musar, and commensurate

with their age to continue to learn with

them their obligations in such a manner

that when they reach the age of

marriage, they will easily accept the

obligations pertaining to the purity of

the daughters of Israel. And the

members are obliged to establish in their

towns for this purpose a special school

for the young women
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Dais at the Neshei Agudath Israel at its 1929 Founding

From left to right: Mrs. Fanny Lunzer (London), Rebbetzin Leah Grodzinski (Vilna), Mrs.
Henny Schreiber (Vienna), Mrs. Franziska Goldschmidt (Zurich), Mrs. Ernestine Bondi
(Vienna), Rebbetzin Feyge Mintshe Alter (Gur), Mrs. Malka Meierovitsh (Riga), Miss Lotka
Szczarańska (Sharansky, a teacher at the seminary in Kraków).

The speakers included three wives of distinguished leaders and Bais Yaakov supporters
from east Europe, AbrahamMordechai Alter (the Gerer Rebbe), Chaim Ozer
Grodzinski (Chief Rabbi of Vilna), and Aharon Levin (the Raysher Rov], and two local
women, Mrs Bondi and Mrs Schreiber, who served on the Bais Yaakov committee in Vienna
and who had family connections to Samson Raphael Hirsch and the Hatam Sofer and Akiva
Eiger, respectively.



Important figures in Bais Yaakov Movement

Rabbi Dr. Leo (Shmuel) Deutschländer (1889-1935)

Eliezer Gershon (Layzer) Friedenson (1899-1943)



Yehudah Leib Orlean (1900-1943)



Judith Rosenbaum Grunfeld (1902-1998)



Rabbinical Support: Ten Years Later

5) R. AvrahamMordechai Alter (Mi-Admor Mi-Gur) no. 53 (1929)

6) Igros Rav Chaim Ozer, no. 64 (1930)





7) The Chafetz Chaim’s Letter to the Community of Fristik (Frysztak)
(1933)


