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Chapter 32 — Sin of the Golden Calf, breaking of the
Luchot, Moshe praying on the Jews Behalf

33,11 And the L-RD spoke unto Moses face to face, as a
man speaketh unto his friend. And he would return into
the camp; but his minister Joshua, the son of Nun, a young
man, departed not out of the Tent. {P}

33,12 And Moses said unto the L-RD: 'See, Thou sayest
unto me: Bring up this people; and Thou hast not let me
know whom Thou wilt send with me. Yet Thou hast said:
| know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in
My sight. 33,13 Now therefore, | pray Thee, if | have
found grace in Thy sight, show me now Thy ways, that |
may know Thee, to the end that | may find grace in Thy
sight; and consider that this nation is Thy
people.” 33,14 And He said: '"My presence shall go with
thee, and | will give thee rest.’ 33,15 And he said unto Him:
‘If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not up
hence. 33,16 For wherein now shall it be known that | have
found grace in Thy sight, | and Thy people? is it not in
that Thou goest with us, so that we are distinguished, | and
Thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of
the earth?’ {P}

33,17 And the L-RD said unto Moses: ‘'l will do this thing
also that thou hast spoken, for thou hast found grace in
My sight, and | know thee by name.’ 33,18 And he said:
'Show me, | pray Thee, Thy glory.” 33,19 And He said: 'l
will make all My goodness pass before thee, and will
proclaim the name of the L-RD before thee; and | will be
gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy
on whom | will show mercy.” 33,20 And He said: 'Thou
canst not see My face, for man shall not see Me and
live.’ 33,21 And the L-RD said: 'Behold, there is a place by
Me, and thou shalt stand upon the rock. 33,22 And it shall
come to pass, while My glory passeth by, that | will put
thee in a cleft of the rock, and will cover thee with My
hand until | have passed by. 33,23 And | will take away My
hand, and thou shalt see My back; but My face shall not
be seen.” {P}

34,1 And the L-RD said unto Moses: "Hew thee two tables
of stone like unto the first; and I will write upon the tables
the words that were on the first tables, which thou didst
break. 34,2 And be ready by the morning, and come up in
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the morning unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there
to Me on the top of the mount. 34,3 And no man shall
come up with thee, neither let any man be seen
throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds
feed before that mount.’ 34,4 And he hewed two tables of
stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in the
morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the L-RD had
commanded him, and took in his hand two tables of
stone. 34,5 And the L-RD descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the L-
RD. 34,6 And the L-RD passed by before him, and
proclaimed: 'The L-RD, the L-RD, G-d, merciful and
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth; 34,7 keeping mercy unto the thousandth generation,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin; and that will
by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s
children, unto the third and unto the fourth
generation.’ 34,8 And Moses made haste, and bowed his
head toward the earth, and worshipped. 34,9 And he said:
‘If now | have found grace in Thy sight, O L-rd, let the L-
rd, | pray Thee, go in the midst of us; for it is a stiffnecked
people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us
for Thine inheritance.’ 34,10 And He said: 'Behold, | make
a covenant; before all thy people | will do marvels, such
as have not been wrought in all the earth, nor in any
nation; and all the people among which thou art shall see
the work of the L-RD that | am about to do with thee, that
it is tremendous. (JPS 1917)
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The verse states: “And the L-rd passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6). Rabbi Yohanan
said: Were it not explicitly written in the verse, it would be impossible to say this, as it would be
insulting to G-d’s honor. The verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, wrapped Himself in a
prayer shawl like a prayer leader and showed Moses the structure of the order of the prayer. He said
to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them act before Me in accordance with this order. Let
the prayer leader wrap himself in a prayer shawl and publicly recite the thirteen attributes of mercy,
and | will forgive them.

The verse continues: “The L-rd, the L-rd,” and it should be understood as follows: | am He before a
person sins, and | am He after a person sins and performs repentance, as G-d does not recall for him
his first sins, since He is always “G-d, merciful and gracious” (Exodus 34:6). Rav Yehuda said: A
covenant was made with the thirteen attributes that they will not return empty-handed, meaning that
if one mentions them, he will certainly be answered, as it is stated in this regard: “Behold, | make a
covenant” (Exodus 34:10). (William Davidson Translation)



