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" % Byt if with suddenness, without enmity, did he push him, or he hurled any implement upon
him without ambush;  or with any stone through which one could die, without having seen,

& Brekzesl]

'7*!;}:! 11 nin-1y — Until the death of the Koher: Gadol. The

and caused it to fall upon him and he died — but he was not his enemy and did not seek his \K Kohen Gadol bears some responsibility for the death, be-

harm — 24 then the assembly shall judge between the assailant and the avenger of the blood,
according to these laws. 2 The assembly shall rescue the murderer from the hand of the avenger
of the blood, and the assembly shall return him to his city of refuge where he had fled; he shall
dwell in it until the death of the Kohen Gadol, whom one had anointed with the sacred oil. 26 But
9®f the murderer will ever leave the border of the city of refuge to which he had fled, > and the

cause he should have prayed that fatal accidents would not
occur during his tenure (Rashi). Since there are varying de-
grees of “unintentionality,” no human court can determine
how long the exile for individual cases should be. The dura-

% tion of exiles, therefore, is left to an event ordained by God
alone (Sforno).

avenger of the blood shall find him outside of the border of his city of refuge, and the avenger .
of the blood will kill the murderer — he has no blood-guilt. 28 For he must dwell in his city of

4
{ shall return to the land of his possession.
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is required to flee to an ir miklat (city of refuge), and

remain there until the Kohen Gadol dies. If he leaves
the ir miklat, a relative of the victim can avenge the death by
taking the life of the murderer.

.xThe pasulke tells us that the killer must remain within the
ir miklat until the death of the Kohen Gadol {asher mashach
0so b’shemen hakodesh — whom he had anointed with the
sacred ojl.” ’ :

&/Who is “he”? Contextually understood, the pronoun “he”
in_this pasuk is referring to the killer. Did the killer anoint the
Kohen Gadol?

ﬁ PERSON WHO KILLS SOMEONE UNINTENTIONALLY

~JINot every Kkiller is worthy of refuge in the arei miklat. Beis

din is required to judge whether or not the killer is a candidate
for the arei miklat.

What happens if the killing occurred while the Kohen
Gadol was alive, but Beis Din only decided the case after that
Kohen Gadol died and another Kohen Gadol was anointed?
Does the killer go free immediately?

The Talmud tells us that the killer does not go free until
the demise of the second Kohen Gadol.

This is written implicitly in the pasuk we are discussing,
explains the Talmud. This pasuk is referring to Beis Din send-
ing a person whom they deemed worthy of refuge to the arei

miklat. When does he go free? Upon the death of the Kohen
dadol “asher mashach oso” — i.e., the Kohen Gadol who )
was anointed at the time that the Beis Din determined the\

~ killer worthy of refuge, not the one who was serving when the”
actual killing took place. % Y.

t.) " If the unintentional murder was committed after the Kohen Gadol
died, and before a new one was selected, but the new Kohen Gadol is
chosen before the verdict requiring the perpetrator to flee to a city of
refuge is handed down, then the murderer can leave only with the
death of the newly appointed Kohen Gadol. Again the new Kohen
\Gadol is somehow implicated. But how? The Gemara says he should
have prayed for acquittal and did not.

On the surface this strikes us as incredible. The murder has already
occurred. The task of the beis din is to ascertain what occurred and
deliver a verdict accordingly. Should the Kohen Gadol have prayed
that the beis din err?

~ LIETE B | 1 LR

¢ refuge until the death of the Kohen Gadol, and after the death of the Kohen Gadol the murderer
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HE TORAH MAKES THE LENGTH OF AN UNINTEN-
tional killer's sentence in an ir miklat (city of refuge)
contingent upon a most peculiar condition: the death
of the Kohen Gadol. The Talmud (Makkos 11a) relates that
mothers of Kohanim Gedolim were concerned that those
killers might pray that their sons should die, and they would
therefore bring food and clothing to the arei miklat in an effort
to make its residents happy so they should not wish death
upon the Kohen Gadol.
~ The Talmud wonders why they had to undertake such
action. A verse in Mishlei (26:2) states clearly, “A gratuitous
curse will not come upon him”; one need not fear a curse
issued for no reason. Why, then, should the Kohen Gadol’s
#mother be concerned that her son would die as the rest of a

killer's curse?
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;:12 7/ RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH

Why must a murderer stay in an ir miklat until the kohen gadol

dies? What is the connection between the kohen gadol and the
person who kills someone else accidentally?

The kohen gadol should have prayed that such a tragedy not
oceur during his lifetime. Since he did not, the length of the mur-

derer’s confinement in the ir miklat is determined by the life span
©of the kohen gadol (Rashi, 35:25).

Nowhere in the Torah do we find that it is the responsibility of
the kohen gadol to pray for the welfare of the entire Bnei Yisrael,
nor do we find mention of such a tefillah in the praver text that the
kohen gadol recited on Yom Kippur. It must be that this responsi-
bility js patently obvious and self-understood. One who is chosen as
the kohen gadol has been appointed guardian of Bnei Yisrael, and

*aguardian is responsible for the welfare of all his charges.

Q7’Anyone who occupies a position in which he is entrusted with the

. pravers. She would pray for him as often
™~ as 10 times a day. There is no limit to

care of others has a responsibility to pray for their welfare. Whether
Qne is a rabbi, teacher, manager of a company, or (even more so)
a_parent, he must pray for his charges. If he fails to pray for their
welfare, he has not merely been derelict in his duty; he is also, to
a certain extent, responsible for any tragedy that may befall them.
Rav Wolbe was certain that whatever
he achieved in the area of Torah was
in the merit of his mother’s constant

“ There is no limit
to the number of

prayers that we

the number of prayers that we can offer
on behalf of our children. We can never
say, “We've prayed enough.”

There is no set nusach of tefillah "
given to us by Chazal with which to daven for our children. It is up
tq each parent to come up with a personal prayer and pray from the

can offer on behalf
of our children.”

o depths of his or her heart. The tefillos can and should be adjusted to
gach particular situation or challenge that the child might be facing.

Davening for the success of one’s children is so vital that it might
ery well be the most important aspect of raising our children.
Although our children were placed in our care, it would be a grave
mistake to think that their chinuch is entirely in our hands. The

same holds true for anyone who is in a position to influence others.

The very best way to influence them positively and safeguard them
(from harm is by offering heartfelt tefillos on their behalf.
(Zeriyah U’Binyan Bechinuch, pp. 34, 35)

A @
The requirement that the unintentional murderer flee to a city of
refuge forces him to reorient his perspective on life. His forced exile is
@ a reminder of the impermanent nature of this world and the fact that
our primary existence is in the next world. At the same time, the fact
that God provided cities of refuge at all brings home to him the
dpreciousness of life in this world. All the cities set aside for Levi’'im
served as cities of refuge, and the majority of the cities of refuge were
those of the Levi'im. Exposure to the Levi’im helped those forced to
seek refuge in the cities to appreciate the spiritual conduct that is the
true purpose of life in this world.

We now see that even unintentional murder comes from a flawed
view of the meaning of life. But still to be understood is how the
Kohen Gadol was implicated in this flawed perspective.
¢ David Hamelech proclaimed, “And I am my Prayer” (Tehillim
69:14). The Chafetz Chaim used the following mashal to explain
what it means to be one with one’s prayer. If a distinguished looking
Tnan comes to one’s door soliciting funds, we expect him to explain
precisely what he is collecting for. But if a poor, dishevelled beggar
crawls to the door obviously hungry and thirsty, he need not
verbalize any request. His whole demeanor cries out his_message.
Similarly, explained the Chafetz Chaim, Ravid told Hashem, “I do
not need to yerbalize my prayer for my very essence, my entire
conduct, conveys what I seek. I am literally my prayer.”
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Perhaps this is what the Gemara means when it says that the
Kohen Gadol is culpable for not praying that tragic incidents of this
nature not occur. The intensity of his appreciation for the value of life -

( should have colored his every thought and action to such an extentj
that this message was impressed on all who saw him, and the number
< of unintentional murders thereby reduced.

Even one who was not the Kohen Gadol at the time of the tragedy

is held responsible. As next in line to the Kohen Gadol, he was a

sufficiently renowned personality to influence the community and

(reduce the number of murders resulting from negligence. Thus any
accidental deaths would have been only in cases where the murderer
was freed from any need to go to the city of refuge because the
element of accident was so great that he is considered as if he were
forced.

=P Each of us is in a position to influence others. Leaders influence
their followers. The more knowledgeable and observant influence
those less knowledgeable and observant. Parents influence their
children, etc. The degree of that influence is almost completely a
function of the extent to which the one seeking to have a positive
influence reflects the message he wishes to convey. -

\g\The Gemara (Nedarim 81a) relates that the prophets and Sages
could not explain why Eretz Yisrael was destroyed until Hashem
revealed “For they forsook My Torah,” which means, the Gemara
continues, that they did not make the blessing prior to the learning of
Torah. Yet elsewhere Chazal say that the Beis Hamikdash was
destroyed due to idolatry, immorality and murder.

Perhaps the intention of the Gemara is to explain why the Sages of
that generation did not have more influence on their generation. That

#~ig the question which perplexed even the prophets and Sages until
Hashem revealed the answer. In this light, the Gemara does not mean
that they did not make a berachah at all, but rather that their conduct
did not reflect the appreciation of Torah which the berachah
expresses. The failure of the talmidei chachamim in this regard
explains why they had so little influence on the common people and
why the latter were able to sink to such depths.

The sefarim relate that parents should pray constantly for their
children’s spiritual development — that they be talmidei chachamim
and n’shei chayil. This prayer is not one that is verbalized only in
Shemoneh Esrei or before candle lighting on Friday night. It must

« emanate from every fiber of the parents’ being, so that the child is

" aware that this is his parents’ sole desire — their prayer.

Similarly, the sefarim relate that Torah-observant Jews must pray
that all Jews be inspired by Hashem to do teshuvah. We must show
eyery Jew that this is our deepest desire and prayer, for only then can
we hope to draw near those who are far.
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1 "The Kohen Gadol’s Responsibility to Prevent ﬁurder

The penalty that the Torah prescribes for an accidental murderer ascribes
¢ responsibility for his misdeed to a most unlikely candidate - the kohen gadol. The term
i of exile for an inadvertent murderer is linked to the life of the kohen gadol, as the
\ Torah states (Bamidbar 35:25), “The congregation shall save the murderer from the
| &otl hadam, the avenger of the murder, and the congregation shall return him to his

city of refuge...and he shall dwell there until the death of the kohen gadol” Why is it
specifically the kohel gadol’s death that results in the murderer’s release from exile? Rashi
explains (in his second explanation to that pasuk) that the kohen gadol was expected
o pray that no such misfortune befall the Jewish people during his lifetime. But this
zequires some clarification, Why was the kohen gadol expected to pray specifically for

avodah zarah and chillul Shabbos? We do not find any instances in which the kohen
gadol is linked to the commission of those sins; shouldn't he also have prayed that
gther transgressions not occur?

‘1

)ﬁ" Even more puzzling is the Mishnal's ruling (Makkos 11b) that if the kohen gadol
dies before the inadvertent murderer is sentenced to exile, and another kohen gadol
(s appointed in his stead, the murderer must be confined to the city of refuge until
the death of the second kohen gadol. Why does the second koher gadol, who did not
occupy his position at the time of the actual murder, bear any responsibility for the
murderer? The Gemara explains that “he should have prayed that [the murderer] be

acquitted, and he did not do so” Many Acharonim point out the difficulty with this:
" If the murderer’s actions truly made him deserving of the punishment of exile, why

the prevention of murder during his lifetime? What about other grave sins, such asg

(3

This also explains why the kohen gadol is held accountable even if he was appointed
just before the beis din issued the murderer’s verdict. The mere fact that a beis din
rules that a murder has taken place among the Jewish people, and that a murderer

; is therefore separated from the nation and banished to a city of refuge, represents a
" defect in the peace and unity that are supposed to prevail in the nation. The new kohen
i gadol is expected to fulfill his task by praying for peace throughout the nation. As a
result of his prayers, Hashem would prevent a guilty verdict from being issued against
she accidental murderer; instead, the judges would discover a reason to acquit him,
| thereby exempting him from the punishment of exile.*

—
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" should the kohen gadol pray for his acquittal?*

(R

2.
forgiven, then the atonement of exile truly would not have been necessary for the murderer and he woyld

Aruch Laner (ibid_.) e_xl;laiglsnih; mz kohen gadol had prayed to Hashem for th: n;urderer to be

2mn

Sw MY BYN 2P PR NN NI/ AR YN 9y pownb v
N9 DTN NN OWANN ,OONYVPN DOWINNN DO YWY Ion

have deserved an exemption from exile. In such a case, Hashem would have placed in the judges’ minds

& rationale for exempting him from exile. Michtay Me'Bliyahu (vol. 3, p. 88) offers a similar explanation.
See also the commentary of Pilpula Charifta on Rosh, Sanhedrin, ch. 4, par. 5 (subpar. 90); Sfas Emes on
Makkos, ibid.; and Shu”T Teshuvah Meuhavah, Vol. 1, p. 194.

|
|
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" 'The Kohen Gadol’s Influence on the Nation

We suggest that the kohen gadol’s responsibility for every occurrence of accidental
,murder was not merely a function of his status as a leader of the Jewish people. Rather,l

Ghis accountability for incidents of murder was intrinsically intertwined with his
(kehunah, since the act of murder is the opposite of the very nature of the kehunah.

‘4 One of the foundations of the world is the attribute of shalom, peace. The Mishnah
admonishes us (Avos 11:12), “Be among the disciples of Aharon, to love peace and
pursue peace” Maharal explains (Derech Chairm, ibid.) that Aharon pursued peace so
ardently because it is the function of the kohen gadol to unite the entire Jewish people
and cause them to merge into a single entity. The Jewish people have only one Beis
Hamikdash and only one Mizbelach, and the kohen gadol, who leads the sacrificial
services in the Beis Hamikdash, is charged with the responsibility of binding the entire
nation together,®

@Ttribute of peace was not the exclusive domain of Aharon Hakohen. Rather,

is shared by all kohanim. In fact, one of the mitzvos given to the kohanim is the

responsibility of blessing the Jewish people with the Birkas Kohanim, which concludes
ith the words, “May He place peace before you.™

19
wraraer and Kenunah - Two Extremes Bae =
We suggest that the kohen gadol is held accountable for every occurrence of

accidental murder that takes place during his term precisely because the attribute of
peace is such a fundamental component of the kehunah. Every act of murder, even an -
accidental murder, indicates a flaw in the peace and unity that are supposed to prevail g
within the Jewish nation. If the accidental killer had truly been sensitive to other Jews
and had cared about them to the same extent that he cared about his own needs, he
certainly would have acted with extra caution that woyld have prevented the mishap
from occurring. The fact that one Jew could inadvertently take the life of another Jew

X‘vpoints to a defect in his sense of caring for others. And if the kohen gadol had achieved
perfection in his kehunah, one of the foundations of which is the preservation of peace
within the Jewish people, the people would have been subject to a shower of blessing
and peaceful coexistence that would have made it impossible for any of them to take
the life of another. Thus, Kli Yakar states, “Because the attribute of Aharon was shalom,

% tthe kohen gadol] should have prayed for his contemporaries, that there be only peace
and truth in his days, and that no such sordid incident take place.’®
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In Meshech Chochmah, Rav Meir Simchah of Dvinsk ela-
borates on this point to enable us to read the pasuk
more literally.

Torah justice differs significantly from today’s legal sys-
tems. Modern justice attempts to go beyond the actual crime,
into the mind of the criminal, to determine why he commit-
ted the crime. Was he abused as a youngster? Perhaps the
discrimination suffered by people of his race caused him to
commit the crime? Was he fully coherent when he committed
the crime? Maybe he was insane at the time .... Hundreds of
criminals are freed each year because the jury or judge try-
ing their case felt that they were able to evaluate the motives
of the criminal, and based on their evaluation, the criminal
should not be punished for his crime.

Truthfully, however, we mortals have no way of deter-
mining most people’s motives. In the Torah justice system,
the dayanim (judges) are required to rule cases based on
cool, calculated examination of the evidence, with abso-

1938 NI NRH PO WIRD DR
TR QUMY D LBWAR BN ORI
S0 Dot W7 DR

L35 =
lutely no leniency for what they might consider to be exten-
uating circumstances.

In cases of unintentional manslaughter, there are specific
parameters by which Beis Din is required to send a person to
an ir miklat. For how long? Beis Din does not set the Killer's

sfsentence. The killer must stay there until the Kohen Gadol

{

dies. A modern justice system would set standard sentences,
depending on the perceived motive of the crime and the level
of recklessness displayed by the killer. That seems very logi-
cal. Is the Torah system fair? Is it fair to punish killers equally
no matter what their motives were?

Actually, the Torah system is the fairest system of all,
says the Meshech Chochmah, because it is literally Divine. In
the Torah’s system, a person will remain in the ir miklat for
the precise amount of time that it takes for him to atone for
his actions. HaKadosh Baruch Hu evaluates the motives of

7 each Kkiller sent to the arei miklat, and determines the term of
| the Kohen Gadol based on how long each Killer is supposed
« to_remain there.

~

}
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For instance, Reuven inadvertently kills someone, and
based on the level of his negligence and other extenuating
conditions, he should be in the ir miklat for 20 years. Now, if
ten years before the killing, two candidates were being consid-
ered for Kohen Gadol, one of whom is destined to live another
15 years and one of whom is destined to live for 30, Hashem
will arrange for the Kohen destined to live for 30 years to be
anointed, to ensure that Reuven serves out his sentence.

If Shimon also killed someone, but based on his motives
and actions he should only have to take refuge for 10 days,
Hashem will make sure that the Kohen Gadol serving in
Shimon’s days is one who is meant to die ten days after
Shimon walks into the ir miklat.

This is why the pasuk states, “asher mashach 0so,” says
the Meshech Chochmah. Since Hashem chooses the Kohen
Gadol based on the terms of penance needed by the various

killers in the arei miklat, it is as if the killers anoint the Kohen
Jadol of their generation!

Considering the number of people in the arei miklat at any
given time, the combinations and permutations necessary
to determine who should be the Kohen Gadol are obviously
beyond the scope of human calculation. Hashem, however,
+s a Keil emunah ve’ein avel — a God of faith without inig-

}uity (Devarim 32:4). Hashem will not allow a person who is
[ only supposed to serve a ten-day sentence to remain in the
ir miklat for eleven days, and he will not allow a person who
requires 20 years of penance to leave one day earlier.
R This insight leads us to a startling conclusion.

“ We view the world through human logic, and explain
everything we see based on our understanding of the
circumstances.

If we heard that an 83-year-old Kohen Gadol died, we
would understand his death. No one lives forever, right?
Human logic dictates that old people die.

If a 40-year-old Kohen Gadol dies suddenly, however, we
would wonder why he died. And if we heard that he had a
heart attack, we might think, “Was there any family history
of heart disease? Did he smoke?”

The Meshech Chochmah teaches us something amazing.
What we view as causation is not the actual causation. The
"Kohen Gadol’s death is not based on old age, heart disease, ;

30{ any other illness. The Kohen Gadol’s death is determined Y
by the need of the killers in the arei miklat to go free. /

The same concept applies to all other events in life. What
we consider to be the reasons for our health, wealth, success,
or lack thereof, are usually not the real reasons. Causation is

~/ yery confusing. Only Hashem, the God of faith without iniq-
uity, knows the true reasons for the events in our lives.

j
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Talmud Yerushalmi explains that there is a difference ‘(’nL)B) »33 by RN smax ’P"’N’ ,;,11.,3 P '1*:9‘7}: ngm

between a curse and a tefillah (prayer). An unprovoked curse

- will not come to pass, but there is no guarantee that an unjus-
tified and unprovoked tefillah will not be answered.

Theré is another halachah involving a Kohen Gadol that

points to this very same teaching.

We read during the avodah of Yom Kippur Mussaf that in
the times of the Beis HaMikdash, as the Kohen Gadol exited
the Kodesh HaKodashim, he would utter a short tefillah. What
was he davening for at that exalted time?

One of the things he said was, “Please ignore the prayers
of wayfarers.”

The Kohen Gadol was concerned that someone would
be in the middle of a road trip and he would feel a couple of
drops. In fear of getting caught in a downpour, he might pray,
“Please, Hashem, let it stop raining.” Since that selfish prayer
would be detrimental for farmers and society at large, the

ohen Gadol had to expend some of the uplifted moments ]

-
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ignore that tefillah, because he realized that Hashem might”
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just listen to this single wayfarer!

The same applies to the prayers of unintentional killers in
an ir miklat or of a wayfarer.

True, there is no reason for Hashem to grant their wish
that a Kohen Gadol die or that there be no rain because one
person will get home with wet clothing. But prayer is a natu-
ral part of the system this world was built on, and it can be
‘accepted even without a reason.

¥ When we see how potent prayer is even when the person
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adequately and to the fullest extent. On his death, the murderer
was also released.

This episode gives us a telling insight into the potency of
prayer arid the awesome responsibility that goes with it. Natu-
rally, much more was expected of the high priest than anyone
else, but we, too, can have the same hotline contact with
Hashem at any time and use the identical medium of prayer to
make our requests. Perhaps because we daven so often we have
forgotten its dynamic potential.

Our Sages also relate that the mothers of the high priests
used to befriend the murderers and offer them delicacies and
clothes so that they should not pray for the demise of their sons
to gain an early release. Once again we percieve the capacity of
sincere tefillah — the ability of a murderer to shorten the life of
the cohen gadol with his prayer which the mothers tried to
prevent. ’
3¢, Perhaps those mothers were not only motivated by the
maternal love of their children. If their sons stand accused of
not davening properly to avert fatalities in Klal Yisroel, they too
felt culpable because they had not taught their children the true
value and power of prayer. If they would have educated them
correctly in this field, possibly such tragedies would never have
happened, and the blame lies partially with themJ
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" But what was not a test for our ancestors in Poland and
Russia and Germany is a test for those of us fortunate enough
to be living among the comforts of America today. In truth, it
should be just the opposnte(l-?abbl Dessler writes in the fourth
volume of Michtav-M’Eliyahu that material affluence is part of

the preparation for the advent of Mashiach. When our lives no
longer need to be focused exclusively on eking out our daily
sustenance, we have the peace of mind to direct our attention
to spiritual matters and to prepare for a world in which Hashem
has revealed Himself for all to see. Yet that affluence is a test.
On the one hand, it allows us to direct our thoughts to spiritu-
al matters; on the other hand, it tempts us to an involvement:

‘with material luxury, which only coarsens. us.

~

S

We have beén provnded an opportumty by Hashem, and we
are wasting it. Worse, that opportunity is having exactly the
opposite effect from what Hashem intended. ﬁ: he Shelah
Hakodosh wrote over four hundred years ago, “ see Jews

building mansions_fit_for princes. They build permanent
(dwe‘]__ ngs in this world and in these defiled lands confident that

their_children_and_their children’s children will inherit them. >

And this appears as a removal of their thoughts from the
Redemption.” Those words ring equally true today. We have
become entrenched _sure that we are living in a motherland
where our grandchlldren and great-grandchildren are going to
live as well. If Mashzach were to come today, our first worry

3
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might well be: What am I going to do with the swimming poe'g‘

We are unfortunately like the twelfth grader who told his
rebbe when the class was studying a Gemara about anticipat-
ing the ultimate salvation, “If you tell me it’s a mitzvah to want
Mashiach to come, I'll want him. But I really don’t need
Mashiach. I'm learning well. I'm succeeding. Why do I need
Mashiach?” We suffer from the same problem. We think to our-
selves: We're honest; we're frum; Yiddishkeit is strong in our
city. Who needs Mashiach? Since we are no longer in twelfth
grade, we know better than to articulate our own lack of long-
ing for Mashiach. But when we look deep into our hearts, we
know that we could ask the same question as that twelfth-
grader.

(V/ Rabbi Shimon Schwab gave a beautiful parable for our state
of being without Mashiach, as well as for our own blithe
unawareness of the situation we are in. Imagine you are at a
wedding. Everybody is well-dressed, the band is playing, the
photographers are snapping away, the smorgasbord is won-
derful. Everyone is having a grand time. Only one thing is
missing: the bride has not shown up. No matter how attractive
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the surroundings, most of us realize that a wedding without a
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//;vithout a bride. Only one difference: We don’t even realize that
the bride isn’t here.)
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