King Solomon’s Arc, Week 32: 8:62-9:28 — Timing the Dedication / Gd Responds / More Building

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

8:62-66 Sacrifices and Celebration [continued)
1. Tishrei 822 Divrei haYamim Il 7:9-10

2. Did they bring sacrifices and eat on Yom Kippur?
e No sacrifices, no eating (Ralbag 8:65)
e Sacrifices, no eating (Radak 8:65)
e Sacrifices and eating (Moed Katan 9aq)

3. Talmud, Moed Katan 9a
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That year, Israel did not fulfill Yom Kippur. They worried, saying, “Perhaps the ‘enemies of Israel’ are liable for
destruction!” A small voice emerged and said to them, “All of you are prepared for the Next World.” How did they
deduce [that this was appropriate]? They argued logically: The Mishkan does not have eternal sanctity, and it was
dedicated with private offerings [of the princes], and yet it overrode Shabbat which carries a death penalty. The
Mikdash, which has eternal sanctity and is dedicated with a communal offering, and Yom Kippur [only] carries a kareit
penalty, how much more so!
Then why were they worried? For the Mishkan [the korban] was for Gd, here [the feast] was for mundane use. Why did
they not just perform the service, and not eat or drink? There is no joy without eating or drinking.

4. More King David Divrei haYamim Il 6:42

5. Talmud, Moed Katan 9a
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“For His servant David and His nation Israel” — | understand “for His nation Israel,” for He forgave them the sin of Yom
Kippur. But what was “for His servant David”2 Rav Yehudah cited Rav: When Solomon wished to bring the Aron into
the Beit haMikdash, the gates stuck to each other. Solomon recited twenty-four songs and was not answered. He began
with Psalm 24, “Gates, raise your heads,” and he was not answered. When he said, “Hashem Elokim, do not turn back
Your anointed one, remember the kindness of Your servant David,” he was answered immediately. Then the faces of
David’s enemies became like the bottoms of pots, and all knew that Gd had forgiven him for that guilt.

6. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 8:1
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Solomon recited this verse when he brought the Aron into the Holy of Holies. He made an Aron of 10 cubits. When he
reached the entrance of the Beit haMikdash, the entrance was 10 cubits and the Aron was 10 cubits, and 10 cubits
cannot fit into a 10 cubit space. Further, they were carrying it. When he came to bring it in, he couldn’t do it. Solomon
stood, embarrassed, not knowing what to do; he began to pray to Gd. What did Solomon do2 Our Sages said he
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brought David’s casket and he said (Divrei haYamim Il 6), “Hashem Elokim, do not turn back Your anointed one.” Rabbi
Berechiah cited Rabbi Chelbo: At that moment, David came back to life... Solomon began to say, “Gates, raise your
heads, and be elevated, eternal entrances, and the King of Honour will enter!” The gates said to him, “Who is the King
of Honour2” He said, “Hashem, Master of multitudes, is the King of Honour, selah!” When he said this, they immediately
calmed down; had he not said it, they would have tried to crush his skull to kill him.

7. Rabbi Yitzchak Levi, %991 (57) 2v9wmva mabw nohn
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It is then clarified that this midrash, as well, like other midrashim regarding the marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter, revolves
around the question of the place of flesh-and-blood monarchy, its power and authority, in relation to the reign of the
King of kings of kings. The first part of the midrash is a parable about this problem, through the medium of the dimensions
of the Aron, a vessel representing Gd's Throne in the Sanctuary. Solomon’s Aron could not enter the Holy of Holies.
When he tried to conquer for his reign a place beyond the appropriate boundaries, Solomon pushed the legs of the
Shechinah, so to speak. The Aron he made could not dwell in its place of rest other than in the merit of David’s kindness,
in that he humbled himself before Gd even in his reign.

Non-comprehensive review questions for Chapter 8

1> What are the three kinds of dedications found earlier in Tanach?

2> Why do we highlight the introduction of the Aron to the Beit haMikdash?

3> Why does King Solomon highlight King David’s vision, but differ from his style?

4> What is the difference between rinah, tefillah and techinah?

5> What is King Solomon’s first request for the Beit haMikdash?

6> Why does King Solomon emphasize having non-Jews answered in the Beit haMikdash?

7> Did the Jews celebrate on Yom Kippur?

8> What is the message of the midrashim that say the Aron can enter only due to Dovid’s merite

Outline of Chapter 9

9:1.9 Hashem gives King Solomon a promise and warning for the future
9:10-14 Hiram, Solomon and 20 Unsatisfactory Cities?

9:15-16 The Milo and the Pharaoh

9:17-19 Solomon'’s Building Projects

9:20-25 Solomon’s Work Crews

9:26-28 Solomon’s Ships

8. What do we know about King Solomon at this point2

e Positives
o Connection with Hashem (The “friend”; Korbanot in Givon; Prophecy; Beit haMikdash; Dedication)
o Character (Adoniyahu; David’s instructions; Evyatar; Request of Gd; Zonot; Administration; Justice at

Beit haMikdash)

o Wisdom (Adoniyahu (2x); Request of Gd; Zonot; Administration; Perek 5; Chiram; Prosperity)

e Concerns
o Halachah (Egyptian; Delaying construction of the Beit haMikdash)
o Self-Aggrandizement (Request of Gd; Wealth; Horses; Grandeur of Beit haMikdash; Palace; Materials)
o Alliances with other nations (Egypt; Tyre)



2:1-9 King Solomon’s vision

9. Professor Yehuda Kil, Daat Mikra Melachim | pg. 48
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The first nighttime vision Solomon merited, at the start of his reign, in Givon, was entirely organized in a manner of

affection and satisfaction. Gd granted Solomon much more than he asked... But in the second nighttime vision which

he merited — which resembled the first in its prophetic level — Gd only responded to Solomon regarding that which he

had requested... And the essence of the vision was a severe warning for Solomon and for Israel.

2:10-14 Hiram, Solomon and 20 Unsatisfactory Cities?
10. The land of Kavul
e Will not bear fruit Shabbat 54a
e Manacled in gold/silver Shabbat 54a
e People are trapped by the ground Shabbat 54a, Rashi
e No travel, because of bad land Radak

11.The original arrangement Melachim | 5:25
12. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 20a
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“Do not show them favour [chen]” — Do not give them a camp [chanayah] in the land.

13.Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Prohibition 51
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The 515 mitzvah is that He warned us not to settle idolaters in our land, lest we learn from their heresy, Shemot 23:33

says, “They shall not dwell in your land, lest they cause you to sin against Me.” If a non-Jew wishes to live in our land,

we may not permit this until he agrees not to worship idols; then he may live there. This is called a ger foshav....

14. Hiram gave Solomon cities? Divrei haYamim Il 8:1-2

15.Radak to Melachim 1 9:10
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And in these buildings Hiram elevated and supported Solomon, with cedar wood and cypress wood and gold. In return,
King Solomon aided him, giving him 20 cities in the Galil... And in Divrei haYamim it said that Hiram gave Solomon
20 cities in his land and he settled Jews there... And they did this to strengthen the pact between them. And it mentioned
in this book that which Solomon gave to Hiram, and it mentioned in Divrei haYamim that which Hiram gave to Solomon.

16. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:10-13
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9:15-22, 26-27 Who does the work? Who pays for it2
17. More about the labourers  Melachim | 5:27-28, Divrei haYamim | 22:2, Divrei haYamim I 2:16-17

18. Rashi to Melachim | 5:27
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19. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:25
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20. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:24
Q7 AN K21 2710V KDY DR 02 9V KDY, DXV 299173 2220 201012 DY WYY T 1907 992 7INdT AW RN
97 WR 27737 MTAY 072 °N72 01 APR RY 50 ,19WNT WY 0270 CWIR WY WK Onxyn

21.Rabbi Yitzchak Levi, (2) "7 nva (2) 2vwrmea aabw msbne
PR 1 PRND WY1 WIPRM 1°1) 10197 91 NPT 2X1NA 723 RIS OV N9 TMI9nn T80 02 ,NIRT DS L wTpna
M oY 2mINaw QIWRT DX Y WIPRT 12212 W omatn-nomnn PO Py L(PRnY NN 771 NIV nKY) Nnatnn
DN 77 TV PRI AN 79w NOPNA K19 (TR 1Y 990 2P K MY oy .(32-10 7 R IRA) 7 PRIV 2720 AW
,a11°7 X173 '[]77317 J9R Mnpna avn W NI MITIYNT AKREA K7 7T 1Py 0w DP7P2 AN 11v2A21 212 T917AT 20 Nh2
TMY? TR Rt 790" K122 Y0 03 .00 9V RITW 0N TPV RO QYT MM L, WIPnT P12 IR VXA AR
(R"77R™D 0091 MY 0"anT) "WIPnT AN AWK TRWRRD TIWT? 7T MO TN
In the Sanctuary, on the other hand, the royal and empiric aspect stands out. The nation of Israel is already established
in its country and the monarchy is established, and the construction of the Sanctuary is performed as one of the royal
mitzvot (after establishing a king and destroying Amalek). The ties formed with neighbouring nations for this purpose
also testify regarding the royal/empire aspect of the building of the Sanctuary. The nation itself is not close to the matters
of the Sanctuary. In the time of Shiloh there was idolatry in the land, and also when there was a major altar in Nov and
Givon, and the Ark was in Kiryat Yearim and Ir David, we don't find any special interest of the nation in these places.
The king was the planner, organizer and executor of the building of the Sanctuary, and the nation’s role was primarily
in the tax he collected from them. Also in the future, “The king, Mashiach [or: the anointed king] will stand and restore
the reign of David to its old, first power, building the Beit haMikdash.” (Rambam, Laws of Kings 11:1)

9:24 The palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, and the Milo
22.An explanation  Divrei haYamim 11 8:11

23.Radak to Divrei haYamim |1 8:11
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And although the Aron was only in one of the houses, which was consecrated for it, he considered all of the houses
consecrated because the Aron had entered the area.

24. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:24
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Lest they say that Pharaoh’s daughter was in the place where the Aron stood.



