Mishpatim: An Angel among us
Rambam vs Ramban
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Moreh Nevuchim I1:6

We have already stated above that the angels are incorporeal. This agrees with the opinion of Aristotle:
there is only this difference in the names employed--he uses the term "Intelligences, " and we say instead
vangels." His theory is that the Intelligences are intermediate beings between the Prime Cause and
existing things, and that they effect the motion of the spheres, on which motion the existence of all things
depends. This is also the view we meet with in all parts of Scripture: every act of God is described as being
performed by angels. But "angel" means ""messenger"; hence every one that is intrusted with a certain
mission is an angel. Even the movements of the brute creation are sometimes due to the action of an angel,
when such movements serve the purpose of the Creator, who endowed it with the power of performing
that movement... all parts of the Universe, even the limbs of animals in their actual form, are produced
through angels: for natural forces and angels are identical. How bad and injurious is the blindness of

ignorance! Say to a person who is believed to belong to the wise men of Israel that the Almighty sends His

angel to enter the womb of a woman and to form there the feetus, he will be satisfied with the account; he
will believe it, and even find in it a description of the greatness of God's might and wisdom; although he

believes that the angel consists of burning fire, and is as big as a third part of the Universe, yet he

considers it possible as a divine miracle. But tell him that God gave the seed a formative power which

produces and shapes the limbs, and that this power is called ""angel, " or that all forms are the result of the
influence of the Active Intellect, and that the latter is the angel, the Prince of the world, frequently

mentioned by our Sages, and he will turn away; because he cannot comprehend the true greatness and
power of creating forces that act in a body without being perceived by our senses. Our Sages have already
stated--for him who has understanding--that all forces that reside in a body are angels, much more the
forces that are active in the Universe...

Moreh Nevuchim 11:34

THE meaning of the Scriptural passage, "Behold I will send an angel before thee, " etc. (Exod. xxiii. 20), is
identical with the parallel passage in Deuteronomy which God is represented to have addressed to Moses at
the revelation on Mount Sinai, namely, "I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, " etc.
(Deut. xviii. 18). The words, "Beware of him, and obey his voice, " etc., said in reference to the angel,

prove [that this passage speaks of a prophet]. For there is no doubt that the commandment is given to the
ordinary people, to whom angels do not appear with commandments and exhortations, and it is therefore

unnecessary to tell them not to disobey him. The meaning of th is this: inform

the Israelites that He will raise up for them a prophet, to whom an angel will appear in order to speak to
him, to command him, and to exhort him; he therefore cautions them not to rebel against this angel,

whose word the prophet will communicate to them. Therefore it is expressly said in Deuteronomy, "Unto
him ye shall hearken" (Deut. xviii. 15); "And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall not hearken unto

my words which he shall speak in my name, " etc. (ibid. 19). This is the explanation of the words, '"for my
name is in him" (Exod. xxiv. 22). The object of all this is to say to the Israelites, This great sight witnessed
by you, the revelation on Mount Sinai, will not continue for ever, nor will it ever be repeated. Fire and
cloud will not continually rest over the tabernacle, as they are resting now on it: but the towns will be
conquered for you, peace will be secured for you in the land, and you will be informed of what you have to
do, by an angel whom I will send to your prophets; he will thus teach you what to do, and what not to do.

Here a principle is laid down which I have constantly expounded, viz., that all prophets except Moses
receive the prophecy through an angel.
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R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch

X®n n%w 23R M. We have already remarked on R0 x"ma (Gen.
XLVIIL16) that the term T8%2 does not necessarily imply an individual, a
hurpan or superhuman creature, but may also be used for any contrivance
which God arranges for some special purpose. One could have been able
to take it here to mean “angel” or in the general meaning “'Fate, Providence”,
lltcfallg “something sent”, if V.21 & 22 did not speak of the obedience
which is to be given to this T#» and the instructions and orders of God
which he has to transmit. We do not find that God sent His instructions
and orders through an angel, and so we must, even if we do take it in that
general sense, take it that Moses is specially to be understood by the term,

who, in any case, belonged, in no small or unimportant degree, to those
measures and means which God used to fulfil the fate of Isracl. Bearing in
mind the verse in Numbers XX, where, by the term 7%%n Moses is specifically
to be understood (D™¥mn XM R nFwN) we think it is not far-fetched
to take the “messenger of God" sent before Tsrael, of our verse here, too,

fo refer specially to Moses. In any case, it states here, that, just as their
protection in the wandering through the wilderness was quite clearly, solely
the direct work of the almighty power of God, so the taking possession of the
Promised Land, *n1di 9wX which God had prepared quite specially as the
land for the people of His Torah, was to be purely the work of the same
Divine Power and not the achievement of human swords. — °n137 the
characteristics of the soil of Palestine, and the climate and physical properties
which were accorded to the land, are all in accordance with the mission
that the life of the nation based on the spirit of God and His Torah, was
meant to develop. (cf. Deut. XI,10—12 and in conjunction with it, 13 et
seq.; Jonah 1,3 and expressions such as £¥nn KT XK etc.).




