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Shemuel, Week 158: Chapter 31:6-10 — Shaul’s Death and the Philistine Mutilation :
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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The tragedy of Shaul’s death
1. The tragedy
A chosen savior
Personally great
Investment by Hashem and Shemuel
A wonderful beginning
Failure in the key mission: loyalty to Hashem's course
Tragic loss of
e Character
e Life and family
e Nation

2. Rabbi Yitzchak Minkovsky (18-19th century Lithuania), Keren Orah to Sotah 10a
ROMT NP 1PN 199722 PIRWY 3P TOYANI TIWRIT ROMT 1011 .IRATP K321 DT M7 12 77 D" 5K PWRAT 90 7 KW %100 7
JTEOR 1290 DY Doaw nP‘?J AWK NV MR D"V .2 QORI ,ANWRIT YAV 7002 52 5y IR fla)iv DITR2 INWRIT RANTA 12 M ,JWRAT
JORT T PONY YT DOVWT W25 YOI 0P RY WK 197 1N
This was because he was the first king in Israel. Therefore he was modeled on Adam, the first king. And because of the
first sin, [Adam’s] height was reduced. When Shaul reigned, the first sin was repaired somewhat, and [Shaul] had some
of the first model in his great height and in the way he intimidated all creatures, like that first nature, “And your
intimidation, etc.” Therefore, when he was struck, it said he fell on his sword to the ground; this was because he did not
fulfill the [Divine] desire to eradicate the wicked, the seed of Amalek, from the land.

31:67 The Jews flee

3. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 31:6
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Shaul and his sons and his armour bearer, as well as all of his men, meaning his servants who did his bidding, died on

that day, together. And Shaul went to his eternal world escorted by his sons and men, as when he had supported them.

4. Radak to Shemuel | 31:7
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Yonatan explained “beside the plain,” meaning the cities that were beside the plain, near the land of the Philistines.

And so “beside the Jordan” means the places beside the Jordan and near the land of the Philistines. They did not have

a reinforced city among them, and they abandoned them.
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5. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 2w nwa 8" pan
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This expressed the failure of Shaul’s reign. On the eve of his ascension to the throne, at the end of Shemuel’s era, the
text emphasized: “And the Hand of Hashem was upon the Philistines all through Shemuel’s days. And the cities the
Philistines took from Israel returned to Israel. (Shemuel | 7:13-14)" Now it became clear that the kingdom of Shaul, at
its end, brought the nation of Israel to a position which was worse than what it was at the beginning. This was an
objective reality, which — with all of the esteem for how Shaul ended his life — cannot be changed.
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31:8-10 The Plishtim mutilate Shaul’s body
6. Divrei haYamim | 10:8-10

7. A history

Bereishit 35:2

Shemuel I 12:29-30

The Mesha Stele

Melachim Il 24:12-13 and 25:10-16, Daniel 1:1-4 and 5:1-4

8. The Mesha Stele (William Hayes Ward translation), 9™ century BCE, Lines 17-18
And from there | took the vessels of "1, and | brought them before Kemosh.

9. Goliath Shemuel | 17:54

10. Malbim to Divrei haYamim | 10:10
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Regarding this it said that they carried Shaul’s body from the wall of Beit Shan, but they could not take out his head,
which was guarded in the temple of Dagon.

11. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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When this complete scribe [Ezra] saw that the tribes exiled to Assyria had been finished... and the daughter of Zion
remained... And he saw that Gd had given true monarchy to David and his descendants eternally, and that the other
kings who had reigned for Israel from the other tribes had not been in accord with Divine desire, and that in the future
only the monarchy of the house of David would remain... He thought to aid King David's stature by telling of his lineage,
and that of his tribe, and his matters and deeds, all of which would indicate his completeness. He also thought to speak
of the line of kings who came from his descendants...

12. Divrei haYamim | 10:11-12



