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Shemuel, Week 112: Chap 22:11-19 — The Massacre of Nov T

&

.

o

A vy
Doy W

0,

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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22:9-15 Doeg triggers an investigation of Nov’s help for Dovid (continued)
1. “Today | began to inquire of Gd for him; it would be a disgrace for me”

o s this the first time | have inquired of the Ephod for him2 We do this all the time!

e This is the first time | inquired of the Ephod for him, so | had no idea this was an issue!

e Did |l inquire for him2 Gd forbid!

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 22:15
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As far as the bread and the sword, the text does not record his reply. Logically, he told the truth.

3. Tehillim 52 (JPS 1985 tr. c¢/o sefaria.org)
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For the leader. A maskil of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and informed Saul, telling him, “David came to
Ahimelech’s house.” Why do you boast of your evil, brave fellow? Gd's faithfulness never ceases. Your tongue devises
mischief, like a sharpened razor that works treacherously. You prefer evil to good, the lie, to speaking truthfully. Selah.
You love all pernicious words, treacherous speech. So Gd will tear you down for good, will break you and pluck you
from your tent, and root you out of the land of the living. Selah. The righteous, seeing it, will be awestruck; they will jibe
at him, saying, “Here was a fellow who did not make Gd his refuge, but trusted in his great wealth, relied upon his
mischief.” But | am like a thriving olive tree in Gd's house; | trust in the faithfulness of Gd forever and ever. | praise You
forever, for You have acted; | declare that Your name is good in the presence of Your faithful ones.

4. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 21191575 n3»am (2) 25 poe
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The fact that Doeg ha’Edomi did not turn to Shaul on his own to tell him about Achimelech’s actions testifies that he
knew well that [Achimelech’s] actions were not necessarily traitorous. Just the opposite — Doeg now attempted to shift
the blame from himself to Achimelech, since Doeg was the last of Shaul’s allies to see David and he had done nothing
about the matter until now. Therefore, he emphasized certain specifics in his words, to find favour in Shaul’s eyes and
to elevate Achimelech’s guilt.

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 104a
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Had Yehonatan lent David two loaves of bread, Nov the city of the kohanim would not have been massacred, and
Doeg ha’Edomi would not have been chased off, and Shaul and his three sons would not have been killed.

22:16-19 Shaul and Doeg eradicate Nov
6. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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They said to him: Do you have over us anything but this zunra and these kalinirin They are returned to you.

7. Midrash Tehillim 52:5
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Shlomo said, “The one who guards the mitzvah will know no evil” - This is Avner and Amasa, who did not let him touch
the kohanim, as it says...
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8. Radak to Shemuel 1 22:18
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It is written “to Doyeg” and read “to Doeg” for he was called Doyeg and Doeg... And a midrash explains that this is
why it is written “Doyeg”... And it appears that during the event the text called him “Doyeg” to degrade his name.

9. HaMe'asef 9:8 (1904) https://wwwe.nli.org.il/en/newspapers/hma/1904/05/06/01/page/29

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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It is written “to Doyeg” — [Shaul] said to [Doeg]: You are caught like a fish. You did something large; you circulate and
strike the priests of Gd.

11.Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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It is written “to Doeg” and it is written “Doyeg” — Rabbi Yochanan said: At first Gd sat and worried [doeg] that he might
go on a bad path. After he went, [Gd] said, “Vay [o0)] that this one went off.”

12.Radak to Shemuel | 22:18
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Like the Targum, “eligible to wear a linen ephod.” Within this explanation, he killed more than 85, but the 85 were

worthy to wear a linen ephod, for it appears that those who were great in Divine service wore such a garment. And so

King David wore one on the day he brought up the Aron.

13. Malbim to Shemuel | 22:19
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So that the nation would hear and fear, and not support David’s hand.

14 .Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 211 %351 nx»=i7 (2) 20 pro

15. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 22:19
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It appears correct that Shaul thought that these kohanim were from the progeny of Eli’s family, and that therefore they
had sinned regarding David, since they were wicked and sinned against Gd greatly. Therefore, it would be just for all
of them to die, since they were cursed by Gd. Also, the Givonim in Nov had plotted against him, as they had done to
Yehoshua. Therefore, he commanded to kill all of them together. And he commanded to destroy all of their property,
lest anyone think that Shaul had acted in order to loot their wealth...

16.Talmud, Yevamot 78b
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Where do we find that Shaul killed the Givonim@ Rather: since he killed Nov, city of the kohanim, who provided them
with water and food, the text considered it as though he had killed them.

17.Talmud, Yoma 22b
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https://www.nli.org.il/en/newspapers/hma/1904/05/06/01/page/29

“And he fought in the wadi” — Rabbi Mani said: About the matter of the wadi. When Gd told Shaul, “Go, strike Amalek,”
he said, “And if for one life the Torah says to bring an eglah arufah, how much more so for all of these lives! And if
people sinned, how did animals sin2 And if adults sinned, how did children sin2” A small voice emerged, saying to
him, “Don’t be overly righteous. (Kohelet 7:16)” And when Shaul told Doeg, “You turn and strike the kohanim,” a small
verse emerged, saying to him, “Don’t be overly wicked. (ibid. 7:17)"

18. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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And Rabbi Yitzchak said: What is the meaning of “He swallowed chayi/[lit. wealth] and vomited it, Gd shall remove it
from his stomach (Job 20:15)"2 David said before Gd: Master of the Universe, Doeg should die! Gd said to him, “He
swallowed chayil [Torah], and he will vomit it.” He said before Gd, “May Gd remove it from his stomach!”
And Rabbi Yitzchak said: What is the meaning of “So Gd will tear you down for good”2 Gd said to David: Shall Doeg
make it into the next world2 He said before Gd: “So Gd will tear you down for good.” What is the meaning of “will
break you and pluck you from your tent, and root you out of the land of the living. Selah.”2 Gd said: Shall they repeat
lessons in his name in the study hall2 He said before Gd, “[Gd] will break you and pluck you from the tent.” Shall his
children be sages? “And [Gd will] root you out of the land of the living. Selah.”

19. Midrash Tanchuma, Noach 17
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“Do not kill them, lest my nation forget. Make them wander with Your strength, and bring them down.” David said this
verse regarding Achitofel and Doeg. David said before Gd: Master of the Universe, do not kill them as other people,
lest people forget the miracles You performed for me! But make them wander with Your strength, to be nomadic, and
bring them down from their greatness. Why? For they rebelled against You. “The sins of their mouths [the word of their
lips” — for they sinned with their mouths and spoke with their lips...

20. Talmud, Sanhedrin 95a
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What is “He will yet stand in Nov on that day”2 Rav Huna said: That day remains from the sin of Nov. The Chaldeans
said to [Sancherev], “If you go now, you will defeat her; otherwise, you will not defeat her.” He made a ten-day journey
in a single day. When he arrived at Jerusalem, they placed mats until he could ascend and sit above the wall, seeing
all of Jerusalem. When he saw it, it seemed small to him. He said, “This is the city of Jerusalem for which | mobilized
my entire camp and conquered the entire land? It is smaller and weaker than all of the cities | have conquered with my
strength!” He ascended, stood and shook his head, waving his hand upon the mountain of the Temple in Zion and the
azarah in Jerusalem.
They said, “Let him raise his hand against it now!” He replied, “You are tired. Tomorrow, each of you shall bring me
part of the wall.” Immediately, “And it was, that night, a malach of Gd emerged and struck the camp of Assyria,
185,000. They arose in the morning, and all of them were dead corpses. (Melachim Il 19:35)” Rav Pappa said: This is
what it means when people say, “If the verdict waits, the verdict is cancelled.”



21.Divrei haYamim 1 10:11-14
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22. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah Emor 26:7
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Shaul died for five sins:
e “And Shaul died for his trespass, trespassing against Gd” killing Nov, city of Kohanim, and sparing Agag, king of
Amalek.
e “And for the word of Gd, which he did not keep” not listening to Shemuel, who told him, “Wait seven days, until |
come to you,” and he did not do so.
e “And he also asked of an ov, to seek” — he asked of an ov.
e “And he did not seek Hashem, and He killed him” — “And Shaul told the kohen: Gather in your hands.”

23.Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer ha’lkkarim 4:26
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And when we investigate Shaul’s attributes, we find that he was lacking in all of them. But first, he had mercy upon

Agag... And he was cruel upon his own nation, for he struck Nov, city of the kohanim, by the sword. And Dovid was

the opposite...

24.No blame Shemuel | 28:18, Divrei haYamim | 10:13-14; Shemuel Il 21:1

25.Talmud, Yoma 22b
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Rav Huna said: How insensitive people are to how their Master helps them! Shaul [sinned] once and it harmed him,

David twice and it did not harm him. What was Shaul’s one time? The event with Agag. But there was Nov, City of the

Kohanim! Regarding Agag it says, “I regret crowning Shaul as king.”

26.Radak to Shemuel | 22:19
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One should be surprised; with all of the sins of Saul mentioned in the text, we have not found it mention the sin of Nov,

city of kohanim! Even when it called [his household] “the house of bloodshed”, it only said that for killing the Givonim,

not for the kohanim! Apparently, this is because the kohanim were guilty; their [personal] sin is not revealed in the text,

only the sin of the house of Eli...

27 .Ralbag to Shemuel Il 1 Lesson 34
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And therefore we do not find that Shaul was punished for killing Nov, city of the kohanim, even though there was no

reason to bring them to be killed this way... And therefore you find that this sin was not mentioned with the sins it

mentioned with which Shaul sinned, for Hashem persuaded him to fulfill his destiny.



