You shall therefore distinguish between clean beasts and
unclean, and between unclean birds and clean: and you shall

not make your souls abominable by beast, or by bird, or by any

manner of living thing that creeps on the ground, which I have
separated from you as unclean.

And you shall be holy to me: for I the Lord am holy, and have
separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine.

A man also or woman that is a medium or a wizard, shall
surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their
blood shall be upon them.
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This is what our sages said: Y ou make darkness, and it is
night’ (Ps. 104: 20) - this refers to this world which is analogous
to night.” (Bava Metzia 83b). How wondrous is this truthful
statement to one who delves deeply to understand it. For behold
the darkness of night causes man’s eyes to err in two ways. (1) it
covers the eye so that he cannot see at all what is before him. (2)
Or it deceives him so that a pillar appears as if it is a man or a
man as a pillar.

So too, the material and physicality of this world - behold it is
darkness of night to the eye of the intellect, and causes him to err on
two fronts: First, it prevents him from seeing the stumbling blocks
standing in the ways of this world. Thus the simpletons walk
confidently, fall and are lost without having felt any prior fear ...

The second error, and this is even worse than the first, is that
[the darkness] distorts their sight until they literally see evil as if
it were good and good as if it were evil. Thus they strengthen in
clenching to their evil ways. For not only do they lack the
[proper] vision to see the truth, to perceive the evil right in front
of their eyes, but they also see fit to conjure up great proofs and
convincing evidences to support their evil logic and false ideas

To what is this analogous? To a labyrinth. This is a garden planted
for amusement, commonly known to the noblemen. The hedges of
plants are arranged into many intricate walls, among them many
confusing and interlacing pathways, all of which appear similar. The
goal is to reach the lookout tower in the midst of the maze. But
among these pathways some of them truly lead one to the tower
while others deceive him, leading him to stray away from it. One
who walks between the paths is not at all capable of seeing or
knowing if he is walking along a correct path or a deceptive one. For
each one appears similar, there is no noticeable difference
whatsoever to the eye beholdmg them. He will not reach the tower
unless he knows the correct path through prior experience and visual
familiarity by having entered it before and successfully reached the
goal, namely, the tower.
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One standing on the lookout tower, on the other hand, can see all of
the pathways before him and discern between the true and false
ones. He is in a position to warn those walking in them and tell
them: »this is the path to take!”. He that is willing to believe him
will reach the designated place. But he who is not willing to believe
him, but would rather follow his own eyes, will certainly remain lost

and fail to reach it.
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Y ou shall not apply to mediums or wizards, nor seek to be

defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.

Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the
face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the Lord.
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5. Baumann, M. R., & Bonner, B. L. (2004). The effects of variability and expectations on utilization
of member expertise and group performance. Organizational Behavior and Human Decision

Processes, 93, 89-101.

The first step in effectively using member expertise is
recognizing member expertise. Much of the research to
date on recognition and utilization of expertise has fo-
cused on unitary tasks (e.g., Bottger & Yetton, 1988;
Libby, Trotman, & Zimmer, 1987; Littlepage & Mueller,
1997; Littlepage, Robison, & Reddington, 1997; Little-
page, Schmidt, Whisler, & Frost, 1995; Trotman, Yet-
ton, & Zimmer, 1983; Yetton & Bottger, 1982). By
definition, such tasks cannot be meaningfully divided
amongst members (Steiner, 1966). Research focusing on
tasks of this nature has shown that groups that are able
to identify their best member typically outperform
groups that are unable to do so (e.g., Bottger & Yetton,
1988; Libby et al., 1987; Littlepage & Silbiger, 1992).

Although research has shown that a group’s ability to
recognize expertise is related to group performance, few
studies have examined whether this is due to recognition

The reason that in this instance the Torah refers to the
other nations as ©>nyn instead of as ©»nn, [a term
which at first glance seems to be complimentary to
them, Ed.], is that the word means also ©o>own, i.e. ,nN>
oy, “darker,” compare Onkelos on Leviticus 13,6
describing the white of the tzoraat becoming darker.
The eyes of the nations have become blinded by being
exposed to the brilliance of the light of the Torah. They
suffer from the fact that they walk in darkness, having
rejected the Torah. Moreover, they are destined for a
sojourn in purgatory, a sp1r1tually dark domain. The

author quotes a few more verses describing the
darkness enveloping the nations of the world.
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leading to more effective utilization of expertise. One
such study found a positive relationship between rec-
ognition of expertise and how often groups relied on
their best members (i.e., adopted the position advocated
by the best member), as well as a positive relationship
between reliance on the best member and group per-
formance (Littlepage et al., 1997, study 3). However,
another study using a different task found no significant
relationship between reliance on the best member and
group performance (Bonner, Baumann, & Dalal, 2002).
It is certainly plausible that groups that are better able
to recognize expertise rely more heavily on their best
member, and that this is the reason that a group’s ability
to recognize member expertise is related to group per-
formance. However, direct tests of these relationships
are still needed.

The goal of the current study is to expand our un-
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