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The Role of the Paroches in Halacha and
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The Gemara in Menachos is a raiya for the Rav. If one were to look at the Parochos, he
would literally see the badim of the Aron bulging out a bit. This highlights the
inseparable relationship between the Paroches and the Aron.

Rav Soloveitchik, Parshas Terumah, p. 241

From the time | was young, | learned to restrain my feelings and not to demonstrate
what was happening in my emotional world. My father would say that the holier and
more intimate the feeling, the more it should be concealed. There is a hidden curtain
that separates between one’s interior and the exterior: and the dividing curtain shall
separate for you between the Holy and the Holy of Holies. What location is more
sanctified than the inner sanctum of one’s emotional life? If all is going well and one’s
heart overflows with happiness, he should reveal the deep interior of his soul to God,
but he should not reveal it to others lest a stranger profane his Holy of Holies. If, on the
other hand, someone is in dire straits, mired in a cloud of pain and suffering, finding
himself abandoned and alone, he should reveal his thoughts before the Creator; he
should cry to HIm and supplicate behind the curtain. A stranger should not approach the
Holy of Holies lest in his apathy he profanes the sanctity of the mute pain that burdens
the sufferer. And no man shall be in the tent of Meeting when he comes to effect
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atonement in the Holy, until he comes out (Lev. 16:17). The Kohen Gadol’s rendezvous
with his Creator is in solitude.



