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King Solomon's Arc, Week 6: Chapters 1-2: King Shlomo's Response, King David's Instructions & '
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1:50-53 Adoniyahu’s Reckoning e
1. Precedent Shemot 21:14
2. Other cultures https://www_.history.com/news/church-sanctuary-asylum-middle-ages

3. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Rotzeiach 5:12-14
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The altar protects, as it says of one who kills intentionally, “From My altar take him to die” - this shows that one who
kills accidentally is not killed on the altar...
And anyone who is protected by the altar, they do not leave him there, but they give him guards and exile him to his
city of refuge. When is this so2 For one who is liable for exile. But one who fears that the king might kill him under the
law of the king, or that a rabbinical court might execute him under special dispensation, and who flees to the altar and
is beside it, then even if he is not a kohen, he is saved. They do not take him from upon the altar to die, ever, unless he
is liable for death by the court with full testimony and a warning, like all others who are killed by a court.

4. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, mmbw msbnn (5) & P95, footnote 9
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The idea that the altar is under Divine protection and is not associated with any person is also expressed in Pesach in

Egypt. From the story in Shemot 12 it emerges that on that night the entire house became an altar — a place that is

entirely sacred to Gd, shielded by His protection...

5. Twelve?2  Melachim | 3:7, Divrei haYamim | 22:5, Divrei haYamim | 29:1

6. The alleged timeline, per Abarbanel

e YearO Shlomo is born (Shemuel Il 12) and Amnon attacks Tamar (Shemuel Il 13)
e Year?2 Avshalom kills Amnon, goes to Geshur (Shemuel Il 13:23)

e Yearb Avshalom returns to Jerusalem

e Year7 Avshalom revolts, famine begins

e Year 10 End of a three-year famine

e Year 11 King David's nine-month census

e Year 12 King David assigns shifts of kohanim

7. Abarbanel’s refutations
e The assumptions of this timeline are weak
e Shlomo’s “I am a young na’ar” conversation with Gd is at least 3-4 years into his reign
e How could Shlomo die at 52 and leave behind a 41-year-old son Rechavam?

8. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:53
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Adoniyahu’s mind rested, and he came and bowed before King Shlomo, thinking that the statement, “If you will be a
ben chayil," demonstrated that Shlomo wanted Adoniyahu to go before him as an ish chayi/ and serve him. Therefore,
he came before him to serve him. And the king told him, “Go home,” for | don’t want you to serve me and stand before
me perpetually. Rather, | want you to go home, and not sin in any bad thing.


https://www.history.com/news/church-sanctuary-asylum-middle-ages

What emerges from here

9. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, mmbw T9m57 9 (4) X pop
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Logically, the general command was meant first and foremost for Benayahu ben Yehoyada, who was responsible to

carry out all of it. Indeed, Benayahu was the one who replied to the king after the command...

10. Malbim to Melachim | 1:33
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And he commanded to take him down to Gichon, which is “the waters of Shiloach which go slowly” [see Yeshayah
8:6], to hint that his reign would flow in tranquility.

11. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:53
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Perhaps Adoniyahu, being older than his brothers and with the aid of Yoav the general, would have reigned with power.

The thoughts of Gd were deep, to bring all of this about so that David, while alive, would coronate his son Shlomo with

calm, and peace and truth would be in his days afterward.

Outline of Chapter 2

2:1-10 David's last instructions to Shlomo
2:11-12 Transition

2:13-25 Adoniyahu is foiled by Batsheva
2:26-27 Evyatar is dismissed

2:28-35 Yoav is executed

2:36-46 Shimi is dismissed and executed

12. Abarbanel to Melachim |, Question 5
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Yoav was a loyal servant to David, as well as bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, and he acted for the honour of
[David’s] name with deeds of great value! Why did [David] return him bad for his good2 And certainly before dying,
when it would be more fitting to forgive those who had sinned against him, and not to take revenge against his officers
and servants! And if we will say that Yoav was liable for death by law, for killing Avner and Amasa as the text will
mention, this would be very difficult. Why didn’t David punish him at the time of the deed, or later, as an old and wise
kinge Hashem had subdued his enemies around him!

13. Shimi Shemuel Il 19:24

Introduction

14. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:1
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The practice of instructions from elders before they die was always the practice of the holy ancestors, as we find of

Yitzchak that he wanted to bless Esav before dying, and Yaakov also instructed his sons at the end of his days, and our

master Moshe blessed Israel before his death, and Yehoshua rebuked Israel before his death. | think the reason is from



the perspective of the deceased who instructs and the perspective of the living who are instructed. As far as the deceased
who instruct, because at the time of his death he will find himself of pure mind and clear understanding, as the scholar
(Aristotle) said... that as long as physical energies wane, infellectual energies become stronger... And Rambam also
said this in Moreh Nevuchim 3:51... And from the perspective of the living who are instructed, this is because that which
a person instructs his son due to [impending] death, the son faces a greater legal obligation to fulfill it...

15. Yoav
e David’s nephew Divrei haYamim | 2:12-16
e Dangerous siblings ~ Shemuel Il 2:18-23, Shemuel Il 16:9-10, Shemuel Il 19:22-23
e loyal general Shemuel 11 2, 10-12, 14, 20, 24
e Criminal Shemuel I 3, Shemuel Il 18-19, Shemuel Il 20
16. Barzilai Shemuel I 17:27-29, Shemuel Il 19:32-40

17.Shimi ben Gera  Shemuel Il 16:5-9, Shemuel Il 19:17-24, Melachim | 1:8
18. Shaping the monarchy Shemuel 11 7:12-17

19. Ralbag to Melachim | 2, Lesson 14
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To teach that Shlomo already hastened to fulfill his father’s command regarding Yoav and Shimi

20. But Melachim | 2:392

21.Rashi to Melachim | 2:28
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The news of David's instruction, that he instructed to kill him, and [Yoav] knew that Shlomo hated him.

22.Radak to Melachim | 2:28
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The news that Adoniyahu had been killed, and Evyatar had been exiled.

2:2-4 The instructions begin
23. Melachim | 2:2-4 and Melachim | 9:4-5 vs. Shemuel Il 7:12-162

24.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, imbwb 717 nxnx (1) 'a pos
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25.Talmud, Horiyot 11b
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Rebbe asked Rabbi Chiya: Would one like me bring a goat [as a sin-offering]2 He replied: Your rival is in Babylon!

26. Talmud, Ketuvot 62b
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Rebbe came from Shefatyah ben Avital, and Rabbi Chiya came from Shima, brother of David.



